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PREFACE. 



It may probably occur to the general reader 
that the publication of this Volume requires 
some explanation. 

During the last few years the Author has 
published two small Volumes, in which he has 
given the result of his studies on certain im- 
portant subjects. 

In the communications respecting these with 
which he has been favoured, a wish has been 
strongly and kindly expressed that he would 
add a third Volume containing a few Sermons 
which might serve as a remembrance of his 
ordinary ministrations. 



viii Preface. 

He feels it right to accede to this request, 
and hence the publication of the present 
Volume. It contains fifteen Sermons on sub- 
jects which appear to him likely to prove 
useful amidst the errors and extremes of these 
times. 

May it please Almighty God to crown this 
humble effort with His blessing ! 
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PLAIN SEEMONS FOE PEBILOUS 

TIMES. 



SEEMON I. 

THE INSPIRATION OF THE HOLT SCRIPTURES. 

2 Tim, iii. 16. "All Scripture is given bj inspiration 

of God." 

The inspiration of the Holy Scriptures is a 
subject of unspeakable importance. They con- 
tain the fullest information which we possess 
concerning the being and attributes of the one 
living and true Grod ; and the only information 
that we have concerning the origin of the human 
race, — the fall of man from original righteous- 
ness, — the redemption of the world by our 
Lord Jesus Christ, — the way of salvation, — the 
immortality of the soul, — the resurrection of the 
body, — and the blessed hope of everlasting life. 

B 
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If we are deprived of the light of the Holy 
Scriptures, we are in darkness, even darkness 
which may be felt, and are but one step re- 
moved above the beasts which perish. 

In the past history of Christianity the attacks 
made upon the sacred volume have been nu- 
merous and subtle ; nor have we much reason 
to be surprised at this. In the great conflict 
which is going on between good and evil, light 
and darkness, the kingdom of Grod and the 
kingdom of Satan, the written Word is the 
chief instrument which the Most High is pleased 
to employ for the accomplishment of His great 
and beneficent designs. 

It is the ground and warrant of faith, — the 
incorruptible seed by which man is born again, 
— the appointed means of his sanctification, — 
the sword of the Spirit through which the 
assaults of the wicked one are to be overcome, 
and the heavenly seed which shall produce the 
future and glorious harvest. 

We need not wonder then that our spiritual 
adversary should attack the written Word, for 
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he knows that it is the appointed means which, 
through the power of the Holy Ghost, is ac- 
complishing the overthrow of his kingdom. 

In reviewing the attacks which have been 
made upon the Bible, we may truly say that 
** the word of the Lord is tried," It has been 
tried indeed, even as silver is tried in a furnace 
of earth, purified seven times. It has stood 
a test which no human writings could have 
done; and as we look back on the history of 
those who have been its chief opponents, — the 
wise of this world, — the eloquent orators, — the 
cunning disputants, — the men mighty and in- 
fluential in their day and generation, — we may 
indeed exclaim, ** All flesh is as grass, and all 
the glory of man as the flower of grass. The 
grass withereth, and the flower thereof Mleth 
away ; but the word of the Lord endureth for 
ever." 

In our own time a series of attacks have 
been made upon the authority and inspiration 
of the Bible from a source hitherto unknown. 

These have not proceeded from avowed 
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enemies, but from professed friends, from men 
holding high and responsible positions in the 
Christian Church, and still professing much 
veneration for the sacred volimie. 

The theory advanced by these persons is, 
that the Bible is not wholly the word of Grod, 
but that it contains the word of Grod. They 
do not altogether deny its inspiration, but they 
regard it as inspired in the sense in which men 
of genius have in all ages been " inspired." 

It contains, say they, much that is admir- 
able, and without which the civilized nations 
of the world never could have become what 
they now are; but it also contains much that 
is erroneous. Its historical details are inac- 
curate, — its statements on subjects connected 
with natural science are wrong, — and we are 
gravely informed that "the theology of the 
nineteenth century " is the mighty instrimient 
by which the sacred volume is to be reduced 
to its proper level, its contents authoritatively 
sifted, its inaccuracies exposed, and the wheat 
separated from the chaff! 
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These theologians have already given us 
some specimens of their discoveries. They tell 
us that the Mosaic cosmogony is wrong, that 
many of the historical statements of the Pen- 
tateuch are inaccurate, and that the prophecies 
of the Old Testament do not generally refer 
to future events. 

Nay, more, they venture to assert, that in 
His supreme reverence for the Old Testament 
Scriptures our blessed Lord was mistaken, and 
showed Himself to be influenced by Jewish 
prejudices; whilst we are told that the state- 
ment so clearly made in the eleventh chapter 
of the Epistle to the Hebrews^ that "by 
faith Abraham when he was tried offered up 
Isaac," is imaginary, the father of the faithful 
having acted from no such principle, but from 
an unhappy sympathy with the human sacrifices 
of the Ganaanites. 

What blasphemies are these ! Who are they 
who thus darken counsel by words without 
knowledge? The Lord pity these presimip- 
tuous and unhappy men, and save them from 
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the swift destruction which they are bringing 
upon themselves and others ! 

We regard such views with surprise and 
sorrow, and gladly turn away from them to 
the clear and authoritative statement of the 
great Apostle of the Gentiles when he says, 
" AH Scripture is given by inspiration of God," 

Two great truths are comprehended in these 
words : — 

I. That all Scripture is divinely inspired; 
and, — 

II, That in the inspiration of the Scriptures 
human instrumentality was employed. 

In other words, we have here the divine and 
human element in the Holy Scriptures. 

I. It is here affirmed that all Scripture is 
divinely inspired. 

*^ All Scripture is given by inspiration of 
God;" the original words are sratra yfaf^ 
6e6'?mv(TTog : literally, all Scripture is God- 
breathed. This is very expressive, and implies 
that all Scripture is stamped with the divine 
authority, and comes to us with claims upon 
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our faith and obedience such as no other writ- 
ings in the world possess. 

The Scriptures are divided into two great 
parts, — the Old and New Testaments; and 
happily there is no great difficulty in distin- 
guishing the books which are entitled to a 
place in the sacred canon. 

The Old Testament, according to the ancient 
Jewish arrangement, contained twenty-two 
books, and of these the Jews were careful and 
jealous in the extreme. They reverenced them 
as the word of Jehovah, distinguisj;ied them from 
all other writings, counted their very words,made 
their kings commit the Law of Moses to memory, 
whilst they regarded them as a sign upon their 
hands and as frontlets between their eyes. 

Josephus says, "we have not an innumer- 
able multitude of books among us, disagreeing 
from and contradicting one another (as the 
Greeks have), but only twenty-two books, which 
contain the records of all the past times, which 
are justly believed to be inspired." 

These twenty-two books were subdivided 
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into three parts, — the Law of Moses, the Pro- 
phets, and the Psalms or sacred writings, and 
they are often thus referred to in the New 
Testament ; as when our Lord said, ** All things 
must be fulfilled which were written in the 
Law of Moses, in the Prophets, and in the 
Psalms concerning me." 

Now, no one who believes in the divinity of 
our Lord Jesus Christ can possibly doubt the 
inspiration of the Old Testament Scriptures. 
Our Lord ever spoke of them as inspired, 
treated them with the deepest reverence, and 
appealed to their authority as decisive on all 
occasions, and on all questions. 

Thus He exhorted the Jews to search the 
Scriptures, and He attributed their unbelief to 
ignorance of these sacred oracles, saying, "If 
ye had believed Moses, ye would have believed 
me, for he wrote of me." In exposing certain 
errors into which they had fallen. He said, " Ye 
do err, not knowing the Scriptures, nor the 
power of God;" whilst He told them, in the 
parable of the rich man and Lazarus, that " If 
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they believed not Moses and the prophets, nei- 
ther would they be persuaded though one rose 
from the dead." 

Our Lord attributed the reluctance of His 
own disciples to receive the great truths con- 
nected with His suflFerings and death to the 
same ignorance of the written word. He said 
to them, ^^ fools, and slow of heart to believe 
all that the prophets have spoken: ought not 
Christ to have suffered these things, and .to 
enter into His glory ? And beginning at Moses 
and all the prophets. He expounded to them in 
all the Scriptures the things concerning Him- 
self." Again and again did Christ affirm that 
"the Scripture must be fulfilled," that "the 
Scripture cannot be broken," and " that it is 
easier for heaven and earth to pass away, than 
for one tittle of the law to fail." 

With such declarations as these before us, 
it seems impossible to conceive how any one 
who believes in the divinity of the Lord Jesus 
Christ can doubt the inspiration of the Old 
Testament Scriptures, 



10 Plain Sermons for Perilous Times. 

"We do not hesitate to say" (writes the 
learned Graussen), ** that when we hear the Son 
of God quoting the Scriptures, the question of 
their divinely inspired nature is, in our judg- 
ment, settled. We want no ferther evidence. 
All the declarations of the Bible unquestionably 
are divine ; but this example of the Saviour of 
the world at once tells us all. ... If any doubt 
assail your soul, turn to the Lord of lords, and 
behold Him kneeling before the Scriptures ! 
. . . After such a spectacle, in what sad and 
fearful contrast do these men present them- 
selves to us, who, in the present day, dare to 
judge, gainsay, test, and mutilate the Scrip- 
tures ! One trembles after beholding the Son 
of man commanding the elements, stilling the 
tempest, and despoiling the tomb, yet filled 
with profound reverence for the sacred volume, 
declaring, that He would one day return to 
judge by this book the quick and the dead. 
One trembles, I say, and the heart bleeds, when, 
setting foot upon the threshold of a Eationalist 
academy, the eye rests upon a poor, wretched. 
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learned, accountable mortal, seated in the Pro- 
fessor's chair, irreverently handling the word of 
God — and this, unhappily, before a concourse 
of youths eager for knowledge, and destined to 
be the future instructors of an entire people. 
. . . The Lord pardon the necessity of record- 
ing the fearful dilemma; but the alternative 
is inevitable. Either Jesus Christ exaggerated 
and reasoned ill when He thus quoted the 
Scriptures, or these daring and unhappy men 
unwittingly blaspheme the Divine Majesty." 

In our own times the inspiration of the New 
Testament has been less frequently attacked than 
that of the Old. This is strangely inconsistent, 
for the Old Testament is quoted in the New as 
the inspired word of God several hundred times. 
It is thus referred to eighty times in St. Mat- 
thew's Gospel, more than thirty times in St. 
Mark's, upwards of fifty times in St. Luke's, 
and forty times in St. John's Gospel. 

The New Testament has indeed equal claim 
to inspiration with the Old, but it is impossible 
to receive the one and reject the other. They 
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are inseparably linked together, fitted to each 
other as the lock and key, and must stand or 
fall together. 

The books of the New Testament were 
written by men who received the gifts of 
apostles, prophets, and evangelists on the 
miraculous effusion of the Holy Spirit which 
followed the ascension of our Lord, and the 
volume was completed before these inspired 
men were removed from their earthly labours. 
Within thirty years of the Pentecost, St. Peter 
refers to the epistles of St. Paul as forming 
part of the Holy Scriptures ; he says, " Even 
as our beloved brother Paul also, according to 
the wisdom given unto him, hath written unto 
you ; as also in all his epistles, speaking in them 
of these things ; in which are some things hard 
to be understood, which they that are unlearned 
and unstable wrest, as they do also the other 
Scriptures, unto their own destruction." 

Numerous instances might be given where the 
writers of the books of the New Testament ex- 
pressly affirm their own authority and inspira- 
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tion. Thus St. Paul says, " If any man think 
himself to be a prophet or spiritual, let him 
acknowledge that the things which I write 
unto you are the commandments of the Lord," 
And again, "Which things we speak, not in 
words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which 
the Holy Ghost teacheth." 

Thus St. Peter also Unks together the Old 
and New Testament Scriptures, saying, "Be 
mindful of the words which were spoken before 
of the holy prophets, and of the commandment 
which ye have received from us the apostles of 
the Lord and Saviour." 

These writings were received with the deep- 
est reverence by the primitive Christians, and 
although many persons wrote on sacred subjects 
at that time, none but the books which we now 
possess were ever admitted into the sacred canon. 

The books of the New Testament are con- 
stantly referred to and quoted by the early 
Fathers as the oracles of God. These venerable 
men seem at a loss for language to express the 
value which they attach to them, and they 
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acknowledge no other rule of their faith and 
practice. 

Thus Irenseus, who had conversed with Poly- 
carp the disciple of St. John, says, "Well 
knowing that the Scriptures are perfect as 
dictated by the Word of God and His Spirit — 
a heavy punishment awaits those who add to, 
or take from the Scriptures." 

Origen, who was bom in the second century, 
says, "The sacred books are not writings of 
men, but have been written and delivered to 
us from the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, by 
the will of the Father of all things, through 
Jesus Christ." And again, " The sacred Scrip- 
tures came from the ftilness of the Spirit ; so 
that there is nothing in the prophets, or the 
law, or the gospel, and the epistles, which de- 
scends not from the Divine Majesty. One and 
the same Spirit proceeding from the one God, 
teaching the like things in the Scriptures 
written before the coming of Christ, and in 
the gospels and epistles." 

St. Chrysostom writes, "If we will have 



The Inspiration of the Holy Scriptures. 15 

nothing else, at least possess the New Testa- 
ment, the Acts of the Apostles, and the Gos- 
pels, as perpetual instructors . . . ignorance 
of the Scriptures is the cause of aU evils.^^ 

St. Augustine again, maintains that the 
inspired writings were so well known and so 
fiilly acknowledged that they could not be in 
any way altered or vitiated. " The books of 
Scripture," says that great man, "could not 
have been corrupted. If such an attempt had 
been made by any one, his design would have 
been prevented and defeated." 

*^Thus," said an eminent layman, "were 
the Scriptures as we now possess them de- 
livered to the first churches. By the concur- 
rent testimony of all antiquity, both of friends 
and foes, they were received by Christians of 
different sects, and were constantly appealed 
to on all hands in the controversies that arose 
amongst them. Commentaries upon them 
were written at a very early period, and trans- 
lations made into different languages. Formal 
catalogues of them were published, and they 
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were attacked by the adversaries of Christianity, 
who not only did not question, but expressly 
admitted the facts they contained, and that 
they were the genuine productions of the per- 
sons whose names they bore."* 

Such is the Holy Bible, — that book which 
contains the Word of the Most High, and of 
which it has been truly said that it has " God 
for its author, salvation for its end, and truth, 
without any mixture of error, for its contents.'^ 

Such are the Holy Scriptures, which are able 
to make us wise imto salvation through faith 
which is in Christ Jesus, and of which St. Paul 
affirms, with apostolical authority and power^ 
that " all Scripture is given by inspiration of 
God." 

II. It is implied in the text that human 
agency was employed in the inspiration of the 
Scriptures; for it tells us that ^*all Scripture 
is givenJ^ 

The Bible presents to us two distinct ele- 

* ** Treatise on Inspiration," by the late Kobert 
Haldane, Esq. 
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ments, — the divine and hiiman. This is matter 
of fact. It has pleased Abnighty God to grant 
us the Bible by the operation of His Holy 
Spirit, but through the instrumentality of men, 
and hence we read that " holy men of God 
spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost." 

In what particular way the Eternal Spirit 
was pleased in each instance to operate upon 
the minds of the hxmian agents we presxmie 
not to say. St. Paul tells us that there are 
diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit; there 
are differences of operations, but it is the same 
God who worketh all in all; and, after enu- 
merating the various miraculous gifts bestowed 
upon the primitive Christians, he adds, "all 
these worketh that one and the self-same Spirit, 
dividing to every man severally as He will." 

We believe it to have been even so in the 
inspiration of the Holy Scriptures. The gifts 
and operations varied according to the purpose 
of the Divine Giver, but all proceeded from 
the same source. 

We believe, moreover, that He who raised 

c 
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up Cyrus for the deliverance of His people 
from Babylon, and who overruled the decree 
of Augustus Caesar for the fulfilment of the 
prophecy that Christ should be bom at Bethle- 
hem, — ^we believe that He in His providence pre- 
pared the earthen vessels who were afterwards to 
be filled with the heavenly treasure, — the men 
who were in due time to receive the inspiration 
of the Holy Spirit for the part assigned to them 
in the preparation of the Book of God. 

*^ These writings," says a learned divine, 
** may be compared to that of a pre-arranged 
structure, to which many labourers contribute 
their toil; of whom none perhaps have any 
adequate notion of the architect's design, — 
some being occupied in that part of the building 
committed to their own workmanship, others 
overseeing sections of the plan and perfecting 
its various parts as the work proceeds : the 
Master-builder alone overlooking the whole, 
distributing his orders to one immediately, to 
another mediately, and rejecting every addition 
inconsistent with his original conception. And 
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80 the structure grows to completion^ according 
to the original idea; but in no part without 
the Master-builder's care."* 

We have indeed the clearest evidence of the 
Master-builder's care. None save the Divine 
mind could have planned that mysterious but 
blessed book. That book which spans, like 
the rainbow arch, the past and the future, — 
which carries us back to the beginning when 
God created the heavens and the earth, and 
forward to the future when He that sitteth on 
the throne shall make all things new. That 
book which contains within its seven seals the 
photograph of all mundane history, — the annals 
of the Church of God, and the rise and fall of 
nations and empires. That book which never 
seems to be in advance of human science, and 
yet is always found to harmonize with the latest 
discoveries when they are rightly understood. 
That book so clear, yet so profound, — so simple, 
yet so mysterious,— so smaU, yet so compre- 

* Lee on the Inspiration of Holy Scripture^ L^^k)x^ yl. 
p. 42. 
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hensive, — could never have been planned but 
by the great Architect of the universe ; and He 
who planned it was pleased, in His sovereign 
grace, to employ the instrumentality of fallen 
men in its production. 

Nor are we to suppose that it was merely 
the organs of speech which were thus employed 
by the Holy Spirit as the medium of His divine 
communications. The persons selected were 
not used as machines but as men. There was 
the free use of the human mind ; and hence we 
have in each of the books of the Bible the dis- 
tinctive characteristics of the individual writer, 
and the clearest indications of his peculiar en- 
dowments and acquirements. 

The first writer of the Book of God, — the 
venerable author of the Pentateuch, — diflFered 
greatly in natural character and experience 
from that beloved apostle through whom the 
last addition was made to the inspired volume. 
Both had been highly honoured ; the one had 
been in the mount with God, and had seen 
Him face to fiice ; the other had leant upon the 
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Saviour's breast, and had beheld His glory 
when He appeared to him in Patmos : but their 
distinctive individuality of character remained 
unchanged, whilst both were infallibly inspired 
for the work which was given them to do. 

We shall look in vain for the poetic fire of 
t)avid in the Epistles of St. Peter, or for the 
sublime imagery of Isaiah amidst the profound 
arguments of St. Paul, but on both the Holy 
Spirit was miraculously bestowed, and the 
writings of each come down to us stamped 
with the same divine authority. 

" The human element is, therefore, as plain 
as the divine. We have not in the Bible a 
voice speaking from heaven in accents so 
strange to human ears that it could only serve 
to amaze and terrify ; but we have God's will 
presented to us through the medium of human 
language, human feeling, human thought, and 
human inquiry ; human in all respects but one, 
and that is, that it is free from human error." * 

* "Address on Inspiration," by the Rpv. Edward 
Hoare, M.A. 
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Think it not strange then, brethren, that 
the Bible should be the object of attack in 
these last times. We are drawing near to 
another and happier dispensation, when the 
kingdoms of this world shall become the king- 
doms of our Lord and of His Christ, and when 
He shall reign for ever and ever. 

We are clearly told that a mighty conflict 
shall precede the final triumph, and it needs 
but little discernment to see that this conflict 
has already begun. Contrary to all human cal- 
culation, and in spite of the progress of edu- 
cation and the advancement of science, there 
has been an astonishing revival of Popery, 
with its worst errors and superstitions, within 
the last thirty years ; and now her twin-sister. 
Infidelity, comes forth once more from her 
hiding-place, and men of all ranks and degrees 
feel her unhallowed influence. 

Though apparently so opposite in their na- 
ture, the object of these impure spirits is radi- 
cally the same. The one would obscure, the 
other would undermine the Word of God. 
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Brethren 1 our safety lies in holding fast 
the sacred volume as the sole rule of our faith 
and practice, ever remembering that "all 
Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and 
is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for cor- 
rection, and instruction in righteousness ; that 
the man of God may be perfect, throughly 
furnished unto all good works." 

The Bible is not upon its trial, for the word 
of the Lord is tried. Heathen philosophy 
and oppositions of science, falsely so called, 
have long since done their best to overthrow it. 
, Somanism, armed with despotic power, has 
for more than twelve centuries and a half 
sought to crush the law of the Most High, but 
it has been all in vain ; and now in these last 
times, though the enemy comes in like a flood, 
the word of the Lord is going forth to the 
ends of the earth, and God is being glorified 
thereby. 

Oh, that men would be persuaded to think 
of the days that are past, and to profit by the 
experience which they afford them! How 
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instructive is that grand drama of human 
affairs which distinguished the close of the last 
century! Where are they who acted so pro- 
minent a part in it — the men then so illustrious 
in the eyes of Europe — who rejected the Bible, 
threw off the very profession of Christianity, 
and deified human reason ? Where are Voltaire 
and Bousseau, with the philosophers and states- 
men, the orators and poets, who surrounded 
and flattered them? 

Alas ! how dark and terrible has been their 
fate ! As we read the statements even of their 
friendly biographers and hear of their restless 
anxiety of mind, their fear of death, their 
terror of the future, we are solemnly reminded 
of the word of that great Being against whom 
they ventured to raise their puny arm — " Be- 
hold, all ye that kindle a fire, that compass 
yourselves about with sparks; walk in the 
light of the fire and in the sparks that ye have 
kindled. This shall ye have at my hand, ye 
shall lie down in sorrow." 

Contrast with this the happiness of those 
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who have taken the Word of God as a lamp 
unto their feet and a light unto their paths ; 
who have lived under its sanctifying influence, 
and died in full possession of that blessed hope 
which it alone can give. Many great and 
good men have been raised up since the period 
referred to, simply through the quickening 
power of the Word of God. We have had 
Christian princes and statesmen. Christian war- 
riors and philanthropists, Christian ministers 
and missionaries — men who have been bom 
again of that incorruptible seed, the Word of 
God, and who have found it, under all circum- 
stances, to be a lamp unto their feet and a 
light unto their paths. 

Or turn, if you will, to the short and simple 
annals of the poor, and contemplate the light 
and blessedness, the peace and joy, which the 
Bible has diffused through many a poor man's 
dwelling, making its humble inmates rich in 
faith and heirs of the kingdom which the Lord 
hath promised to them that love Him. Yes, 
many an English workman, many a S^q>\,\,V^ 
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peasant, many a son of toil, many a labourer's 
daughter, has found in the Bible that which the 
world cannot give and cannot tate away. 

Yon cottager who weaves at her own door, 
Pillow and bobbins all her little store, 
Content though mean, and cheerfiil if not gay, 
Shuffing her threads about the live-long day, 
Just eiuns a scanty pittance, and at night 
Lies down secure, her heart and pocket light. 
She, for her humble sphere by nature fit. 
Has little understanding and no wit. 
Receives no praise : but though ber lot be such. 
Toilsome and indigent she renders much ; 
Just knows, and knows no more, her Bible true — 
A truth the brilliant Frenchman never knew ; 
And in that Charter reads with sparkling eyes 
Her title to a treasure in the skies. 
happy peasant ! O unhappy bard ! 
His the mere tinsel, hers the rich reward ; 
He praised perhaps for ages yet to come. 
She never heard of half a mile from home ; 
He lost in errors his vain heart prefers, 
She safe in the simplicity of hers. 
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SEEMON 11. 

THE GUILT AND DANGER OF OFFENCES. 

Matt, xviii. 7. ''Woe unto the world because of 
offences! for it must needs be that offences come; 
but woe to that man by whom the offence cometh ! ^ 

The Son of man is come to seek and to save 
that which was lost Such was His errand to 
this fallen world. He is the Saviour and the 
friend of man, who willeth not that any should 
perish, but that all should come to repentance ; 
and He has commanded the glad tidings of His 
love to be preached to every creature. 

He confers upon His people the high honour 
of being fellow-workers with Him to this 
great end. They are to be the light of the 
world and the salt of the earth, and, through 
His divine aid, they are to carry on the blessed 
work of turning many unto righteousness. 
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There is no privilege so great as this, no 
object so exalted, no work so honourable, as 
that of seeking to extend the knowledge of the 
Redeemer, and to turn our fellow-creatures 
from darkness unto light, and from the power 
of Satan unto Grod. 

On the other hand, there is no guilt so ter- 
rible, no work so dark and devilish, as that of 
corrupting divine truth, opposing the progress 
of the gospel, and seeking to hinder the salva- 
tion of immortal souls. 

This is very forcibly impressed upon us in 
the passage before us. Here the great Shep- 
herd is represented as teaching heavenly wisdom 
to His flock, and He was pleased to illustrate 
the truths which He taught by an act of great 
significance. He called unto Him a little child, 
and set him in the midst of the disciples, and 
said, "Except ye be converted and become as 
little children, ye shall not enter into the king- 
dom of heaven." , 

Having thus impressed upon them a lesson 
of great importance, our Lord proceeds farther 
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to show His care and compassion for the young, 
and to intimate His high displeasure against 
those who would injure their simplicity, hinder 
their faith, or corrupt their practice. He says, 
n" Whoso receiveth one such little child in my 
name receiveth me, but whoso shall oflfend one 
of these little ones which believe in me, it were 
better for him that a millstone were hanged 
about his neck, and that he were drowned in 
the depths of the sea." 

Whilst thus surrounded by His disciples, and 
with the little child still in the midst of them, 
the great Shepherd, who gathers the lambs of 
His flock with His arm, and folds them in His 
bosom, continues in words of surpassing grace 
to express His tender mercy for the young, 
saying that in heaven their angels do always 
behold the face of His Father which is in 
heaven, and assuring us that it is not the will of 
His Father that one of these little ones should 
perish. 

Having so said. He proceeds to utter this 
solemn and awful denunciation again&l t\ic>^^ 
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who create offences or stumbling-blocks in 
connexion with religion, saying, **Woe unto 
the world because of offences I for it must needs 
be that offences come; but woe to that man 
by whom the offence comethi" 

The warning thus given by our Lord is un- 
speakably important, and should never be for- 
gotten by any who profess and call themselves 
Christians. I purpose then to remind you of 
some of those sources through which offences 
come, and by which men expose themselves to 
the solemn denunciation which is here recorded. 

I. There are offences which come through 
prejudice. 

This has ever proved a fertile source of evil. 
An honest and unbiased mind is a noble but 
somewhat rare possession. A mind anxious to 
know the truth, and ready to weigh all that 
can be fairly said on either side, will not be 
permitted to wander far into error. 

The Grod of truth has made special provision 
for this class of men. He has given them His 
holy and perfect word ; He has promised them 
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the help and guidance of His Spirit ; and He 
has said^ that if any man will do His will, he^ 
shall know of the doctrine whether it be of 
God. The honest and guileless^ the candid 
and sincere^ have everything to encourage them 
in their inquiries after truth. 

But it happens too frequently that men allow 
themselves to be blinded by an opposite spirits 
It was so when oiu: Lord was personally present 
upon the earth, even then many souls were lost 
through prejudice. Men saw in the midst of 
them the Lord Jesus^ the only-begotten of the 
Father, full of grace and truth, but they said, 
"Can any good thing come out of Nazareth?" 
They listened to His discourses and wondered 
at the gracious words which proceeded from His 
lips, but they said, ** Is not this the carpenter's 
son ?" and they were offended at Him. 

Such prejudices appear to us unreasonable 
indeed. We marvel how men persisted in 
them, and so rejected the clearest evidence of 
the divine mission of the Saviour, and of the 
fact that the long-looked-for Messiah was 
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amongst them. We have all, however, need 
to watch against this spirit, for if we inquire 
into the history of almost any work of true 
religion, we shall find that prejudice was one 
of the first and most powerful weapons by 
which it has been assailed. 

Men are too ready to say, as the Jews did 
of old, " Come and let us smite Jeremiah with 
the tongue, and let us not give heed to any of 
his words." They profess to dislike the mes- 
senger, but the true secret is, that they dislike 
the message. They find fault with the manner 
or style of the preacher, but it is the truth 
which he proclaims that they are imwilling to 
receive ; and when this is the case, it is easy to 
discover, as the Corinthians did of St. Paul, 
that his bodily presence is weak, and his speech 
contemptible. 

Nor are men satisfied to keep such preju- 
dices to themselves. As surely as they enter- 
tain them, they seek to communicate them to 
others, and thus stumbling-blocks are placed 
in the way of many, especially of the young 
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and inexperienced, who would otherwise receive 
with meekness that engrafted word which is 
ahle to save their souls. 

Such prejudices are unworthy in themselves, 
perilous in their consequences, and highly 
offensive in the sight of God. Oh, that men 
would remember the words of the Lord Jesus, 
how He said, ** Woe unto the world because 
of offences ! for it must needs be that offences 
come; but woe to that man by whom the 
offence comethi" 

II. There are offences which arise from 
wilful misrepresentation. 

It is easy, if we are so disposed, to misre- 
present truth, and to give a false colouring to 
what we hear. "Daily do they wrest my 
words," was the experience of our Lord Him- 
self, and of this the evangelists have recorded 
many instances. Thus we read, that *Hhey 
sent unto Him the Herodians to catch Him in 
His words," and again, of their " laying wait 
for Him, and seeking to catch something out 
of His mouth that they might accuse Hmv" 
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If the blessed Jesus endured such contra- 
diction of sinners against Himself, His people 
must not think it strange if they have to en- 
counter the same thing. The spirit manifested 
towards our Lord is still the spirit of the world, 
and is ever ready to display itself in opposition 
to His servants, and to the advancement of 
His kingdom. 

All the great truths of revealed religion have 
at some time or other been subject to gross 
and wilfiil misrepresentation. The sacred 
mystery of the Trinity in Unity, the doctrines 
of justification by faith, sanctification through 
the Spirit, the resurrection of the dead, and 
eternal judgment, have all been misrepresented, 
and in such a way as to prove hindrances and 
stumbling-blocks to inquiring minds. 

It is thus that ofiFences come, and it is 
painful to contemplate the guilt of those 
through whom they come. They lend them- 
selves to a dark and terrible work, for they 
enter not into the kingdom of heaven themselves, 
and those who would enter in they hinder. 



I 
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The mission of our Lord, as described by 
Himself, was tx) bear witness to the truth, but 
the object of these persons is to misrepresent 
the truth. 

We shrink from contemplating the guilt 
incurred, and the consequences involved in 
such conduct ; and we can understand how He 
who came to seek and to save that which was 
lost; who passed through trials so great, and 
sufferings so unequalled, to accomplish our 
redemption, and who willeth not that any 
should perish, but that all should come to 
repentance; — we can understand how He pro- 
nounced a woe so terrible on the man through 
whom offiences come, and how, foreseeing the 
danger to which the young, more especially, 
would be exposed, He added those awful words, 
" It were better for him that a millstone were 
hanged about his neck, and he cast into the 
sea, than that he should offend one of these 
little ones." 

III. There are offiences occasioned by the 
corruption of divine truth. 
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There is no want of clearness in " the faith 
once delivered to the saints," nor can we have 
the leading truths of Christianity more for- 
cibly expressed than in the early creeds and 
confessions of the Christian Church. Too soon, 
however, did men arise speaking perverse 
things, to draw away disciples after them. 
The history of the great apostasy is simply 
the history of the corruption of divine truth, 
for whilst all truth is professed, it is so hidden 
and obscured as to be placed beyond the reach 
of those inquiring after it. 

The Bible is acknowledged to be the Word 
of God, but it is kept from those for whom it 
was designed ; and whilst they are taught that 
oral tradition is of equal authority, they are 
forbidden to interpret the Scriptures save by 
the unanimous consent of the Fathers ! 

The Lord Jesus is confessed to be the Son 
of God and the Saviour of the world, but 
His divine mediation is virtually set aside, 
and that of the Blessed Virgin is substituted 
for it. 
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The great propitiation, oblation, and satis- 
faction offered by our Lord upon the cross is not 
openly denied, but the faith of the inquirer is 
directed to the mass, which is declared to be a 
propitiatory sacrifice both for the living and 
the dead. 

The history of the Christian Church affords 
a deeply affecting and humiliating subject for 
contemplation. During the first three cen- 
turies, when it was surrounded by the fires of 
persecution, it retained its primitive piety, 
purity, and spirituality ; but a day of temporal 
prosperity dawned upon it) and then the falling 
away, which had been predicted by St. Paul, 
rapidly succeeded. ♦ 

From that time errors in doctrine, accom- 
panied by dissoluteness in morals and super- 
stitious practices of all kinds, were quickly 
introduced, until Christendom was involved in 
the grossest darkness, the Word of God hidden 
from the people, and the corruption of divine 
truth was everywhere complete. 

At this crisis the Lord Himself was pleased 
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to interpose on our behalf, and to raise up 
those great and good men through whose la- 
bours and suflferings the Eeformation was 
accomplished. From that happy period we 
have enjoyed inestimable privileges. The Word 
of God has gone forth to testify again to many 
peoples, and nations, and tongues, and kings ; 
whilst the gospel has been widely preached, 
and multitudes have been safely gathered into 
the fold of Christ. 

But, have we rendered again according to 
the benefit done to us ? We fear not; we have 
been unthankful for the great boon conferred, 
and unfaithful in the improvement of the 
talents ccrmmitted to our care. Hence the 
divine judgments with which we have been 
visited. Amidst the light and liberty of the 
nineteenth century, there has been a mar- 
vellous revival of the spirit of Popery ; many 
able and learned men have been fascinated by 
it, and are devoting their time and talents to 
palliate and propagate Eomish errors and 
superstitions, to prejudice men against the 
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great truths recovered at the Eeformation, 
and thus to render them an easy prey to 
the sophistries of a crafty and designing 
priesthood. 

The consequences have already been truly 
lamentable. Offences have come through 
those who had solemnly engaged to drive 
away all erroneous and strange doctrines con- 
trary to God's word. Youthful inquirers after 
truth have been discouraged, and their affec- 
tions alienated from that pure and scriptural 
church which, by God's grace, has been so long 
established in the land; whilst many, alas! 
have been carried back again into the depths 
of that dark and terrible system, that mystery 
of iniquity, from which our fathers were mer- 
cifully delivered. 

The signs of the times seem to indicate that 
the judgment of the great apostasy is not far 
distant, but that the time is at hand when 
Almighty God will put into her hand the cup 
of the wine of the fierceness of His wrath. At 
such a crisis how great must be the guilt, and 



40 Plain Sermons for Perilous Tvmes. 

how terrible the retribution awaiting those who 
are corrupting divine truth, placing stumbling- 
blocks between the sinner and the Saviour, and 
drawing immortal souls within the whirlpool 
of Babylon's approaching doom ! " It must 
needs be that oflfences come; but woe to that 
man. by whom the offence cometh!" 

IV. There are also oflfences which originate 
in infidel suggestions. 

The human heart is prone to imbelief, and 
many dangers have arisen from this source. 
If we read concerning the Old Testament saints 
that they "obtained a good report through 
faith," we also read concerning those who fell 
in the wilderness, that they " could not enter 
in because of unbelief." 

There are, moreover, times when the spirit 
of infidelity seems to come forth, and to try 
the faith of professing Christians. Such a 
time was the close of the last century, the era 
of the great French Revolution. That period 
was marked by a sudden outburst of infidelity ; 
the very being of a God was denied, and 
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men seemed to be given over to a reprobate 
mind. 

That dark and dreadful period soon passed 
away ; and it has been succeeded by an exten- 
sive revival of true religion both at home and 
abroad. The Christian churches have shaken 
off much of that lukewammess which had 
crept over them; the great saving truths of 
Christianity have been faithfully and widely 
proclaimed; the Holy Scriptures have been 
translated into many languages in which they 
were before imknown, and the Gospel has 
been preached in its simplicity and power 
throughout vast regions of the heathen 
world. 

It were vain to expect that the kingdom of 
grace should be thus advanced without some 
effort on the part of our great adversary to 
impede its progress. Accordingly we have 
witnessed in our time a remarkable revival of 
Popery, which has been speedily followed by 
an outburst of Infidelity. 

There is also a marked distinction between 
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modern infidelity and that of former times. 
There was no offence, strictly speaking, in the 
infidelity of the last century. 

The French philosophers openly denied re- 
vealed religion, and fought boldly against it; 
but our modem Bationalists profess to have a 
certain respect for revelation, whilst they vir- 
tually set aside its authority, and disseminate 
the most infidel opinions and suggestions. 
They admit the divine mission of our blessed 
Lord, but they reject His miracles, ignore His 
testimony to the inspiration of the Old Testa- 
ment, and deny the propitiatory and vicarious 
character of His sufferings and death. 

In their attacks on the accuracy of certain 
statements of the inspired volume, they find 
convenient, and apparently powerful assistance, 
in certain rash and presumptuous theories aris- 
ing from the present position of geological 
science. It must be admitted that the dis- 
coveries of geology are truly wonderful, and 
that they present to the human mind a vast and 
hitherto unexplored region for investigation. 
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but in pursuing such studies the exercise of 
caution and humility are absolutely necessary. 

Past experience should teach us this. It 
was long before men saw the connexion be- 
tween the discoveries of astronomy and the 
statements of Holy Scripture, but now the 
astronomer and the theologian can unite in 
one song of praise, and whilst they acknow- 
ledge that "the heavens declare the glory of 
God, and the firmament showeth His handy- 
work," they can with one accord devoutly add, 
** The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the 
soul ; the testimony of the Lord is sure, making 
wise the simple ; the statutes of the Lord are 
right, rejoicing the heart; the commandment 
of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes ; the 
fear of the Lord is clean, enduring for ever ; 
the judgments of the Lord are true and 
righteous altogether. More to be desired are 
they than gold, yea, than much fine gold ; 
sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb." 

The same results will in due time follow 
the discoveries of geology ; but it is contrary 
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to experience and to sound philosophy to expect 
this whilst the science is still in its infancy, and 
whilst the theories of one year are rapidly set 
aside by the discoveries of the next. 

We think, then, that in a Christian country 
we might expect to find reverence for the Word 
of God, and caution in the study and classifica- 
tion of the discoveries of science. In this we 
are disappointed ; and we have to complain of 
the most offensive and self-confident theories, 
put forth with as much certainty as if they were 
capable of mathematical demonstration. Thus 
we meet with statements on the origin and an- 
tiquity of the human race, — the vast periods 
supposed to have intervened between man's 
appearance on the earth and historic times, — 
and systems of chronology which alike ignore 
the grand records of sacred and profane history. 
Nor are such statements confined to discussions 
between men of science ; they are widely dis- 
seminated by books, and lectures, and periodical 
literature, and this without any words of cau- 
tion to the young and inexperienced. We look 
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in vain for any reference to the profound 
explanatory suggestions of Chalmers, Buckland, 
Birks, Hitchcock, Miller, and other Christian 
philosophers. These are wholly ignored ; and 
the young and uninitiated are left without any 
aid to their faith, or defence of their early and 
more just impressions. What is this but to 
incur the solemn denunciation of our Lord by 
casting stumbling-blocks in the way of others ? 
Woe be to those through whom such ofifences 
come ! They are placing themselves in oppo- 
sition to Him, in whom alone are hid all the 
treasures of wisdom and knowledge, and who 
has said, " I will destroy the wisdom of the 
wise, and bring to nothing the understanding 
of the prudent." 

We have, indeed, no fear for the Bible: 
God forbid that we should tremble for the ark 
of Grod ! but we do fear for the souls of our 
fellow-men, and for the dangerous consequences 
sure to arise from the stumbling-blocks which 
are thus put in their path. 

The outburst of infidelity which took place 
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at the close of the last century did no harm to 
the Bible; but alas! it did irreparable harm 
to many deluded and unhappy men, and the 
history of that period has added another to the 
many infallible proofs which we possess, that 
whilst all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of 
men is as the flower of the field ; the word of 
our God shall stand for ever. 

But, brethren, whilst we thus speak, and 
whilst we deplore the offences caused by self- 
confident and unbelieving men, we must not 
forget that there are also offences which have 
been caused by good men ; that there are 
wounds which the Lord Jesus has received in 
the house of His friends. 

It becomes us^ then^ to take heed to ourselves. 

Do we profess to be believing in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, to be taking up our cross daily, to 
be following Him, and to be fighting manfully 
under His banner against sin, the world, and the 
devil ? Then what manner of persons ought we 
to be in all holy conversation and godliness! 
The world will scrutinize our conduct, and it 
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has a right to do so, for our Lord and Master 
has said that by their fruits His people shall 
be known. Let us remember that any incon- 
sistency on our part, any appearance of evil, 
any neglect of duty, any want of the strictest 
integrity, may prove an oflfence to others, and 
a hindrance in the way of their salvation. 

If we have tasted that our Lord is gracious, 
and if the love of Grod has been shed abroad in 
our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given 
unto us, let us not forget that He requires us, at 
any sacrifice, to show love and forbearance to 
His people, for " this commandment have we 
received from Him, that he who loveth God 
love his brother also." 

Is this suflSciently attended to ? Do we not 
hear of strifes and divisions, of want of defer- 
ence to each other's feelings, of interference 
with each other's respective spheres of duty, of 
inattention to our relative position in the great 
Christian family, and consequently of coldness 
and alienation where all ought to be brotherly 
kindness and charity? Brethren, these things 
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ought not so to be. They are serious offences to 
those around us, stumbling-blocks to young and 
honest inquirers, and prove the greatest possible 
hindrance to the cause which we wish to serve. 

Are we of those servants to whom our Lord 
has entrusted temporal blessings, giving to one 
five talents, to another two, and to another one; 
to every man according to his several ability ? 
These are committed to us for great ends, that 
they may be employed in His service, and used 
for the benefit of others. But if we forget this, 
and are tempted to self-indulgence, or to un- 
necessary carefulness, to unbecoming luxurious- 
ness, or to an evil covetousness, we must ex- 
pect that our good will be evil spoken of, 
and that our example will prejudice many 
persons against religion rather than induce 
them to obey the heavenly calling, and to 
'come out and be separate from a present evil 
world. 

The Lord save us from being thus involved 
in the guilt and danger of offences ! May He 
deliver us from evil, strengthen us to do His 
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wiU, and perfect us in every good word and 
work I 

** Now unto Him that is able to keep you 
from falling, and to present you faultless before 
the presence of His glory with exceeding joy, 
to the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and 
majesty, dominion and power, both now and 
ever. Amen," 
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SEEMON ni. 

THE ATONEMENT. 

1 Johuj iv. 10. ^Herein is love, not that we loved 
God, but that He loved us, and sent His Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins.** 

St. John had just made that brief but blessed 
statement, " God is love," — a statement of 
vrhich it has been truly said, that a more im- 
portant declaration vras never made, and that 
more meaning was never crowded into so few 
words. 

The truth thus annoimced to us is of primary 
importance, for it assures us fallen and sinful 
men, that the Divine Creator, the sovereign 
Euler of the universe, at whose absolute disposal 
we are every moment of our existence, is a God 
of love, and that His tender mercies are over 
all His works. 
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We may not, indeed, be always able to com- 
prehend the nature or purpose of His dealings 
with us, or see why He permit^ this earth to 
be the scene of so much sin and suffering, but 
it is a source of unspeakable consolation to be 
assured that a Being of infinite benevolence 
presides over all, and that hereafter we shall 
see no more as through a glass darkly, but &ce 
to face. 

Whilst the works of creation and the dispen- 
sations of Providence, when rightly understood, 
confirm this statement, the Apostle points to 
the most signal proof of its reality, and says, 
*' In this was manifested the love of Grod toward 
us, because that Grod sent His only-begotten 
Son into the world, that we might live through 
Him." 

How wonderful is this, that Almighty Grod, 
the Creator of heaven and earth, and the 
righteous Judge of all, should send His only- 
begotten Son into the world that we might 
live through him ! 

We are not surprised that the Apostle should 
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appeal to this fact as an unanswerable proof of 
the Divine love^ and that, anxious to dwell 
upon the soul-inspiring theme^ he should add, 
"Herein is love, not that we loved God, but 
that He loved us, and sent His Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins !" 

We have only to realize this great truth, 
and we shall be constrained to acknowledge, 
with the deepest feelings of gratitude and 
praise, that ** God is love," 

I am about to address you on a great subject 
— the Atonement* — and I purpose to show 
from the Holy Scriptures, — 

I. That an atonement, or propitiation for sin, 
was necessary ; 

II. That God has sent His Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins ; and 

III. That there is no other oflfering for sin 
than that which our Lord Jesus Christ has 
made. 

* This formed one of a series of discourses on ^The 
Teaching of the Church of England contrasted with the 
Errors of Ultra-Ritualism/* 
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May the Holy Spirit, whose office it is in the 
dispensation of the covenant of grace, to take of 
the things of Christ and show them unto us, 
be pleased to shed His sacred influence upon 
us whilst we consider these things I 

I. An atonement, or propitiation for sin, was 
necessary. 

Whilst the Scriptures of the Old Testament 
clearly reveal the goodness and mercy of God, 
they not less distinctly show the necessity of an 
atonement for sin. Nor is it difficult to un- 
derstand this, for if we contemplate the Divine 
Being as the moral governor of the universe, 
who will sooner or later render to every man 
according to his works, and if we realize the 
fact that mankind have universally disobeyed 
His laws, it is obvious that even repentance and 
amendment (were they attainable by fallen 
man) cannot atone for past disobedience, and 
that satisfaction to the Divine justice becomes 
absolutely necessary in order to uphold the 
honour and integrity of the Divine law. 

That such a satisfaction for sin was ii<^^^)^- 
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saxy, and that it should in due season be pro- 
vided through the free grace and mercy of Grod, 
was from the earliest times revealed to man- 
kind in a variety of ways. 

It was so especially by the institution of 
sacrifice. The sacrifice of animals was clearly 
intended to teach the necessity of an atone- 
ment^ to show that without shedding of blood 
there is no remission of sin, and that it was 
only through sacrificing the life of the innocent 
victim, that He, ** who calleth the things that 
are not, as though they were,'* could accept the 
person of the oflferer. 

This great truth is evidently taught us in 
the record which we possess of the first act of 
worship by fitUen man. The firstling of the 
flock oflFered by Abel, which had obvious refer- 
ence to the institution of sacrifice, was accepted, 
whilst the self-suggested ofTering of Cain was 
rejected. . 

From the deluge to the giving of the law 
the same lesson was continually taught, by the 
bumt-oflFering which formed so prominent a 
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feature of every acceptable act of worship. 
Thus Noah builded an altar unto the Lord, 
and took of every clean beast, and of every 
clean fowl, and offered bumt-oflFerings upon 
the altar. Abraham also took the ram which 
he had caught, and oflfered him for a bumt- 
offeriii^ in the stead of his son. Job oflFered 
fcumt-oflferings daily, according to the number 
of his sons and daughters; and the Lord Him- 
self commanded the friends of Job to have 
recourse to a similar offering. 

When the law was given, sacrifice was its 
most prominent and distinguishing feature. 
Three distinct classes of sacrifice were then 
instituted — burnt - offerings, peace - offerings, 
and sin-offerings, in which the life of the 
victim was to be taken, and the blood sprinkled 
on and around the altar. The offerers were also 
distinctly taught that the atoning virtue was in 
the blood of the victim, because the blood was 
the life of it, and the shedding of its blood was 
the destruction of its life. The Lord said, 
" The life of the fiesh is in the blood ; and I 
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have given it to you upon the altar, to make 
an atonement for your souls ; for it is the blood 
that maketh an atonement for the soul.'* 

In the ordinance of the Passover, in the cere- 
monies which were observed on the great Day 
of Atonement, and in many other ways, this 
great truth is solemnly and distinctly taught, 
and thus the Lord impressed upon His choseA 
people the demerit of sin — showed them that 
every transgression of the moral and ceremonial 
law was worthy of death, and that an atone- 
ment or propitiation for sin was^ necessary in 
order that man might be forgiven, and received 
again into communion with his Divine Creator. 

II. The text clearly affirms that God has 
sent His Son to be the propitiation for our 
sins. 

If the necessity of an atonement was taught 
in the Old Testament, it was not less clearly 
revealed that the Lord Himself would in due 
time provide the sacrifice required. A Saviour 
was promised who should be Emmanuel — Grod 
with us, — the seed of Abraham according to 
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the flesh, and yet over all God blessed for 
ever; who should be the Bedeemer of men, 
and the Surety of the everlasting covenant. 
To Him gave all the prophets witness, that He 
should be the atonement, propitiation, and 
satis£Eiction for the sins of men. 

They foretold that He would be " wounded 
for our transgressions and bruised for our 
iniquities," that He would ** make His soul an 
joffering for sin," that He would " bear the sin 
of many," that He ** would make an end of 
sins, make reconciliation for iniquity, and 
bring in everlasting righteousness," that He 
" would be cut oflf, but not for Himself," and 
*' would cause the sacrifice and oblation to 

cease/' 

Now, it is our privilege to know that the 
Son of Ood has come, and that all these things 
have been accomplished in Him ; that He has 
taken our nature upon Him, rendered a perfect 
obedience to the whole moral law therein ; and 
that He has died for our sins according to the 
Scriptures. In the sacrifice of iiie cross once 
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oflfered, the justice of God is satisfied, the law 
of Grod is infinitely honoured, and the love of 
Grod is manifested towards our fallen and sinful 
race; for *' herein is love, not that we loved 
God, but that He loved us, and sent His Son 
to be the propitiation for our sins." 

We marvel at the blindness of those who 
admit Christianity to be a Divine revelation, 
and yet deny the propitiatory and vicarious 
character of our blessed Saviour's death. On 
this subject the statements of the New Testa- 
ment are so clear and distinct, that it seems 
impossible for any candid and unprejudiced 
mind to mistake their meaning. 

There, every page seems to invite us to be- 
hold the Lamb of God which taketh away the 
sin of the world. There we read, that " whilst 
we were yet sinners Christ died for us," that 
" He suffered for us, the just for the unjust," 
that ** He bare our sins in His own body on 
the tree," that " we^ have redemption through 
His blood, even the forgiveness of sins," that 
we are " redeemed through the precious blood 
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of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and 
without spot," that " He hath given Himself to 
God an oflfering and a sacrifice of a sweet- 
smelling savour," and that *^now once in the 
end of the world He hath appeared to put away 
sin by the sacrifice of Himself." 

These, with numerous statements to the like 
effect, convey to us, as clearly as it is possible 
for language to do, the great and blessed truth 
that the Son of God hath come, and that He 
has rendered unto the offended Majesty of 
heaven a full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, 
oblation, and satisfection for the sins of the 
whole world. 

Let us, then, give glory to Him that sits 
upon the throne, and to the Lamb, for ever ; 
and, filled with adoring gratitude and love, let 
us contemplate the great and marvellous work 
of our redemption, and exclaim, " Unto Him 
that loved us, and washed us fi'om our sins in 
His own blood, and hath made us kings and 
priests unto God and His Father, to Him be 
glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen." 
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It remains for me to show : — 

III. That there is no other oflfering for sin 
than that which our Lord Jesus Christ has 
made. 

This is a point of unspeakable importance, 
and calls for our most serious consideration. 

The oflFering made by our blessed Lord upon 
the cross was perfect and complete. The eter- 
nal Father was infinitely satisfied with it, and 
of that He hath given assurance unto aU men, 
in that He hath raised Christ from the dead; 
and Christ being raised from the dead dieth 
no more, but has passed into heaven itself, 
there to appear in the presence of God for 
us. 

That there can be no repetition of the sacri- 
fice of Christ is one of those leading points on 
which St. Paul reasons with so much power in 
his Epistle to the Hebrews. He contrasts our 
great High Priest ministering for us in heaven 
itself with the high priests under the Jewish 
economy, and says, " JSe needeth not daily, as 
those high priests, to offer up sacrifice first for 
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his own sinSj and then for the people's, for this 
He did once when He offered up Himself." 
And again, *' Christ being come an high priest 
of good things to come by a greater and more 
perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that 
is to say, not of this building, neither by 
the blood of goats and calves, but by His 
own blood. He entered in once into the holy 
place, having obtained eternal redemption for 
us." 

He contrasts, also, the one perfect oflfering 
of our Lord with the oft-repeated sacrifices of 
the Jewish priests, and says, ** In these sacri- 
fices there is a remembrance again made of sins 
every year; for it is not possible that the 
blood of bulls and of goats should take away 
sins." No I the very fact that these sacrifices 
were repeated showed that they were merely 
tjrpical, and could not themselves take away 
sin; but not so the great Sacrifice of the Cross, 
and therefore he adds : ** But this man, after he 
had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat 
down on the right hand of God, from hencefottk 
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expecting till his enemies be made his footstool, 
for by one offering he hath perfected for ever 
them that are sanctified." 

The Apostle's argument may be briefly stated 
thus : sacrifices which require to be repeated 
bring sin to remembrance, but cannot take it 
away — a sacrifice which has taken away sin 
need not, and cannot, be repeated. 

When we realize this, it is painful indeed to 
think of the blasphemous dogmas put forth on 
this subject by the Church of Eome. In the 
canons passed by the Council of Trent she says, 
*' If any one shall say that a true and proper, 
sacrifice is not offered to God in the mass, or 
that to be oflfered is nothing else than that 
Christ is given to us to eat, let him be ac- 
cursed." And again, "If any shall say that 
the sacrifice of the mass is only a service of 
praise and thanksgiving, or a bare commemo- 
ration of the sacrifice made on the cross, and 
not a propitiatory offering, or that it only bene- 
fits him who receives it, and ought not to be 
offered for the living and the dead, for sins. 
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punishments, satisfactions^ and other necessities, 
let him be accursed." 

What is this but to affirm that the sacrifice 
of our blessed Saviour on the cross did no more 
atone for sin than the Jewish sacrifices which 
were oflfered year by year continually, and that 
the precious blood of Christ was of no more 
avail to take away sin than was the blood of 
bulls and of goats I 

dreadful alternative! it is to crucify the 
Lord afresh, and put Him to open shame ; it is 
to trample under foot the precious blood of 
Christ, and count it an imholy thing! 

Brethren, the great truth which we have 
been considering has been admirably expressed 
by the Church of England in her 31st Article, 
where she says, ^*The offering of Christ once 
made is that perfect redemption, propitiation, 
and satisfaction for all the sins of the whole 
world, both original and actual ; and there is 
none other satisfaction for sin but that alone. 
Wherefore the sacrifices of masses, in the which 
it was conmionly said that the priest did offer 
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Christ for the quick and the dead, to have re- 
mission of pain or guilt, were blasphemous 
fables and dangerous deceits." 

Such was the view of our great reformers, 
returning, as they did, to the doctrine of the 
primitive Church, and, what is fer more im- 
portant, to the doctrine of the Holy Scriptures. 

Now, the secret of all the ultra-ritualism 
which we hear of in these times, the wearing 
of Eomish vestments, the burning of incense, 
and the vain talking about altars and "cele- 
brations," — the secret of it all is, that there is 
a falling away from this great essential truth, a 
desire to assume the office and power of a priest- 
hood, and to repeat that which cannot be re- 
peated, the sacrifice of the cross. 

It is an attempt to undo the work of the 
blessed Beformation, and to set up again within 
the National Church of this favoured Protestant 
country the sacrifice of the mass, which our 
fathers rightly pronounced to be ** blasphemous 
and idolatrous." 

There has ever been a tendency to idolatry 
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in the humaai heart, and experience tells us 
that this has frequently been manifested by a 
desire to return, and pay undue reverence 
and devotion, to what was originally right and 
good. 

It was in this spirit that the Jews persisted 
in setting up altars in high places. There was 
a time when this was lawful and right. It was 
so in the patriarchal times ; but when Almighty 
God instituted the tabernacle service it became 
wrong, for He had said, " Take heed to thyself 
that thou ofifer not thy burnt-offerings in every 
place that thou seest : but in the place which 
the Lord shall choose in one of thy tribes, there 
shalt thou do all that I command thee." Yet, 
notwithstanding this clear intimation of the 
Divine will, the Jews were ever betraying their 
idolatrous reverence for antiquity by erecting 
altars oa high places. 

The Christian Church has unhappily mani- 
fested the same spirit. The word of God 
informs us that Christianity has brought us 
out of darkness into marvellous light, and it 

F 
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bids us stand fast in the Kberty wherewith 
Christ hath made us free. It tells us that Grod 
has sent His Son to be the propitiation for our 
sins, and that by the one great sacrifice of the 
cross He has obtained eternal redemption for. 
us ; but man must go back again to the beggarly 
elements, and, blinded by an evil heart of un- 
belief, he vainly imagines that he can offer 
sacrifice for sin. 

It is sad indeed to see clergymen of our 
Reformed Church, educated men, many of 
whom possess no mean abilities, adorning 
themselves in priestly vestments of green and 
divers colours, lighting up their churches at 
noon-day with what they call altar-lights, " cele- 
brating" their offices amidst clouds of incense, 
and prostrating themselves in idolatrous wor- 
ship before the consecrated elements. 

The Lord stem this threatening tide of error 
and superstition, and fulfil His own blessed 
promise, that " when the enemy shall come in 
like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord shall lift up 
a standard against him I" 
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But whilst we deplore the errors of ultra- 
ritualism, let U8 take heed to ourselves that 
we rightly believe and trust in the one great 
offering of the cross. 

Can we say, as the Apostle did, " we joy in 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom 
we have now received the atonement ? " 

Brethren, is this joy your joy ? Can you 
think of the mighty sacrifice once made, realize 
the intercession of your great High Priest, 
draw near to God by Him with a true heart in 
full assurance of faith, and believing in Him 
rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory ? 
If so, this is the true grace of God wherein ye 
stand. Then hold fast your confidence and 
the rejoicing of hope firm unto the end, for as 
surely as Christ was once offered to bear the 
sin of many, so surely to them that look for 
Him will He appear the second time, without 
sin, unto salvation. 

And why should any of you remain unpar- 
doned and imsaved when Almighty God has so 
loved the world as to give His only-begotten 
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Son to be the propitiation for our sins ? That 
great atonement is all-sufficient, and there is 
no limit to its efficacy or its value. Our Church 
has rightly said that it is " a full, perfect, and 
Siufficient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction 
for the sins of the whole world." It is so ; and 
hence, when St. John tells us that " He is the 
propitiation for our sins," he adds, " and not 
for ours only, but for the sins of the whole 
world." 

Then let me earnestly and affectionately 
entreat you to " behold the Lamb of God, which 
taketh away the sin of the world." Believe 
and trust in I(im, and as with a true penitent 
heart and lively faith you cast your care upon 
Him, think of the gracious words wherein He 
addresses you, and says, " Come now and 
let us reason together, saith the Lord : though 
your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white 
as snow ; though they be red like crimson, they 
shall be as wool." 
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SERMON IV. 

THE GREAT TRANSFER. 

2 Cor. V. 21. « For He hath made Him to be sin tot 
us who knew no sin, that we might be made the right- 
eousness of God in Him." 

The inspired writers of the New Testament 
frequently express their deep conviction of the 
superiority of the Christian to the Levitical 
dispensation. They tell us that " the darkness 
is past, and the true light now shineth;" that 
we are " called out of darkness into marvellous 
light ; " and that we are no longer in bondage 
under the elements of the world, but admitted 
to the privileges of the sons of Godi 

The passage from which the text is taken 
expresses this same great truth. At the seven- 
teenth verse the Apostle says, " If any man be 
in Christ he is a new creature ; old tb.m!g^^ ?i.x^ 
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passed away, all things are become new ;" and 
he adds, " all things are of Grod, who hath re- 
conciled us to Himself by Jesus Christ, and hath 
committed unto us the ministry of reconcilia- 
tion." In other words, the shadow is past, and 
the substance has come; the Levitical priest- 
hood with its sacrifices and ceremonies has 
passed away, for the true High Priest has come, 
and having by the sacrifice of Himself made 
an end of sin and brought in everlasting right- 
eousness. He has committed unto us the min- 
istry of reconciliation. 

Nor does he leave us in doubt as to the 
grand theme of the ministry so appointed ; we 
are to announce to our fellow-men that ^^ Grod 
was in Christ, reconciling the world unto Him- 
self, not imputing unto men their trespasses, 
and that He hath committed unto us the word 
of reconciliation." Such is our office, such is 
the ministry entrusted to us. We are no longer 
to offer sacrifice, nor to stand at the altar of 
incense, nor to speniour time in divers wash- 
ings and carnal ordinances ; but we are to an- 
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nounce to all men that Grod was in Christ, 
reconciling the world unto Himself, that the 
long -promised Saviour has come, the Lamb of 
God which taketh away the sin of the world, 
and that we are not under the law but under 
grace. 

Having so said, St. Paul proceeds to make 
this very forcible appeal, ^^Now then we are 
ambassadors for Christ, as though Grod did 
beseech you by us, we pray you in Christ's 
stead be ye reconciled to God ;" and the reason 
which he assigns for his apostolical exhorta- 
tion is this, " For He hath made Him to be 
sin for us who knew no sin, that we might be 
made the righteousness of God in Him." 

Here is the great Transfer, the mystery 
which was kept secret since the world began, 
but is now made known to all nations for the 
obedience of faith. 

It cannot be more concisely expressed than 
in these words. They clearly reveal the im- 
putation of our sins to Christ, and the imputa- 
tion of His righteousness to us. 
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We axe here taught hy the inspired Apostle, 

I. The imputation of our sins to Christ. 

" He hath made Him to be sin for us who 
knew no sin," that is to say. He hath made 
Him to be the sin-oflFering for us who knew no 
sin. That such an offering should be found 
and such a transfer made, was early revealed to 
the Old Testament Church. It was promised 
that Grod would provide Himself a ransom, an 
all-suflScient sacrifice and oblation, for the sins 
of men. It was announced by the holy pro- 
phets that " Messiah should be cut off, but not 
for Himself," that " He should bear the sin of 
many," and "that the Lord would lay upon 
Him the iniquity of us all." 

The same truth was conveyed by various 
significant ordinances and types. Thus in the 
law of the sin-offering, as it is given in the 
first chapter of Leviticus, we read that the 
Lord said unto Moses, " Speak unto the chil- 
dren of Israel, and say unto them. If any man 
of you bring an offering unto the Lord, ye 
shall bring your offering of the cattle, even of 
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the herd, and of the flock. If his offering be 
a burnt sacrifice of the herd, let him offer a 
male without blemish : he shall offer it of his 
own voluntary will at the door of the taber*- 
nacle of the congregation before the Lord. 
And he shall put his hand upon the head of 
the bumt'offering, and it shall be accepted 
for him." 

By this significant act, by requiring that the 
hand of the offerer should be laid on the head 
of the burnt-offering in order that it might be 
accepted for him, it was clearly intimated that 
the sin of man should in due time be ttansferred 
to the promised substitute and surety. 

In the directions given concerning the scape- 
goat (Lev. xvi. 21, 22) the same truth is ob- 
viously impressed upon us. It was commanded 
that " Aaron shall lay both his hands upon the 
head of the live goat, and confess over him 
all the iniquities of the children of Israel, and 
all their transgressions and all their sins, putting 
them upon the head of the goat, and shall send 
him away by the hand of a fit man iol^ ^t^i 
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wilderness. And the goat shall bear upon him 
all their iniquities unto a land not inhabited." 

Thus solemnly was Aaron to confess the sins 
of the people of Israel, and figuratively to 
transfer them to the goat ; and this being done, 
Israel was to feel the joy of forgiveness, whilst 
the goat was to be sent away by the hand of a 
fit man into the wilderness. 

Now, in the words of my text, the Apostle 
aflSrms that the true scape-goat has been found, 
the great Transfer made, and the one perfect 
and complete ofiering accepted : *^ He hath 
made Him to be sin for us who knew no 
sin." 

Truly does he say that the great sin-bearer 
knew no sin, for the Lamb of Grod which taketh 
away the sin of the world was pure indeed. He 
was made of a woman, made under the law, and 
took our nature upon Him with all its infirm- 
ities, sin alone excepted ; but He knew no sin, 
neither was guile found in His mouth. He was 
holy, harmless, undefiled, and separate from 
sinners, ever rendering a perfect obedience to 
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the law of Grod, and rejoicing to do the will of 
His Father in heaven. 

But He who was thus pure and sinless in 
Himself was made, or constituted, a sin-offering 
for us: *^He bare our sins in His own body- 
on the tree;" ^*He died for our sins according 
to the Scriptures;" "He gave Himself for us, 
the just for the unjust, that He might bring us 
to God." 

And thus being made a curse for us. He has 
rendered a perfect atonement, propitiation, and 
satisfaction for the sins of the whole world, and 
opened for us a way of access to the Father by 
His own most precious blood. 

All this is fully accomplished; from the 
moment that the blessed Jesus said "It is 
finished," bowed His head and gave up the 
ghost, it was done, and there remaineth no 
more offering for sin. 

St. Paul clearly affirms this when he says, 
"He hath made Him to be sin for us who 
knew no sin." He speaks of it as a thing past 
and done, and no more to be repeated. 
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It is so, and hence " old things are passed 
away, and all things are become new." There 
is no longer a sacrifice, nor an altar, nor a 
priesthood in the Church of Grod. The priest* 
hood has received its fulfilment in that great 
High Priest who has passed into the heavens, 
there to appear in the presence of Grod for us j 
and He who was its Author and its Finishei* 
has now ffimself instituted and ordained th^ 
ministry of reconciliation. 

He has commanded His servants to go into 
all the world and preach the gospel to every 
creature, and He has given them authority to 
feed the flock of Grod, which He has purchased 
with His own blood, to build them up in their 
most holy faith till we all come in the unity of 
the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of 
Grod, to a perfect man, to the measure of the 
stature of the fulness of Christ. 

Such is our high and holy privilege, beloved 
brethren, as ministers of the New Testament. 
It is to show unto you these glad tidings, to 
tell you that Grod was in Christ, reconciling the 
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world unto Himself, not imputing unto men 
their trespasses, and to beseech you in Christ's 
stead to be reconciled to Grod; for He hath 
made HiTn to he sin for U8 who haew no sin. 

This great fact is of imspeakable importance, 
for other foundation than this can no man lay. 
Seek then to realize it as you ought to do, and 
come and lay the hand of faith on that merciful 
and compassionate Eedeemer, who Himself bare 
our sins in His own body on the tree. 

Think of the Man of sorrows, of the contra-^ 
diction of sinners against Himself which He 
endured, of His agony and bloody sweat. His 
cross and passion. His precious death and 
burial; think on these things, and remember 
that He passed through them all as your sub- 
stitute and surety, and that He drank this last 
a^ bitter cup because the Lord had laid on 
BKm the iniquity of us all. Then cast your- 
selves on Him, believe and trust in Him, that 
He may see in you of the travail* of His soul 
and be satisfied. 

The text further reveals, — 
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II. The imputation of Christ's righteousness 
to us. 

Having affirmed that He was made sin for 
us who knew no sin, the Apostle proceeds to 
show the divine purpose in this marvellous 
transfer. It was, " that we might be made the 
righteousness of Grod in Him." 

How great and manifold is the wisdom dis- 
played in the redemption of our race, and how 
wonderful are the provisions of the Covenant of 
Grace as they are unfolded to us in the Word 
of God 1 

We are guilty and need forgiveness, and we 
can experience no peace of mind and no true 
confidence in God imtil we obtain it. This, 
then, is the first thing proclaimed to us in the 
Gospel. It says to us all, as clearly as when it 
was preached by the inspired Apostle of old, 
" Be it known unto you, men and brethren, 
that through this man is preached unto you 
the forgiveness of sins ;" the forgiveness so 
dearly purchased, and to obtain which the Holy 
One of God was made the sin-oflfering for us. 
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This occupied a prominent place in the com- 
mission given by our Lord to His first ambas- 
sadors. He commanded that they should preach 
repentance and remission of sins, in His name, 
among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem ; and 
so must His ministers at all times, if they 
would be faithful to the trust reposed in them. 
They must testify that all have sinned and 
come short of the glory of Grod, and are already 
under His righteous condemnation; and they 
must proclaim full and free forgiveness in the 
precious blood of Christ to all who repent and 
believe in Him. 

We often join in that good confession, *^I 
believe in the forgiveness of sins," but we shall 
do well to examine ourselves whether we have 
experienced its reality. Brethren, is that for- 
giveness yours ? It is yours if, with a true 
penitent heart and lively faith, you have cast 
yourselves on that gracious Saviour who was 
made sin for you, though He knew no sin. 

But the provisions of the everlasting Covenant 
comprehend more than this. It is the divine 
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purpose that the righteousness of Christ shall 
be transferred to us who believe in His najne, 
that we shall be made "the righteousness of 
God in Him." 

Almighty Grod had led His waiting Church 
to expect this from very early times. He 
had promised to provide a righteousness for 
them irrespective of any merit of their own^ 
and guiding them to Messiah as the alone 
source of all spiritual blessings. He had said by 
His prophet, *^This is the name whereby He 
^Jiall be called, The Lord our Eighteousness." 

Showing the fulfilment of all this in our 
Lord Jesus Christ, St. Paul says, that "Now 
the righteousness of God without the law is 
manifest, being witnessed by the law and the 
prophets, even the righteousness of God which 
is by faith of Jesus Christ imto all and upon 
all them that believe." 

Such is the mighty transfer made by Him 
whose thoughts are not as our thoughts, and 
whose ways are not as our ways. He pardons 
BKs penitent and believing people through the 
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blood of Christ, and He pronounces them to be 
righteous in His sight only through the right- 
eousness of Christ imputed unto them and re- 
ceived by faith alone. 

On this subject our own "judicious " Hooker 
has expressed himself with great cleamess.^ 
He says, ^^ God accepteth the believer in Jesus 
Christ as perfectly righteous, as if he had ful- 
filled the whole law ; shall I say, more perfectly 
righteous than if himself had fulfilled the whole 
law ? I must take heed what I say ; but the 
Apostle saith, God made Him, who knew no 
sin, to be sin for us, that we might be made 
the righteousness of God in Him. Such are 
we in the sight of God the Father, as is the very 
Son of God Himself. Let it be counted folly, 
or phrensy, or fury, or whatsoever, it is our 
comfort, and our wisdom ; we care for no know- 
ledge in the world but this, that man hath 
sinned and that God hath suffered; that God 
hath made Himself the sin of men, and that 
men are made the righteousness of God." 

Nor let it be supposed that this great truth 

G 
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interferes with the doctrine of our sanctificar 
tion, or sets aside the necessity of our being 
inwardly renewed in righteousness. Almighty 
God accepts His people in the righteousness of 
Christ that He may make them inherently 
righteous, that He may put His Spirit within 
them, and cause them to walk in His laws, 
and to keep His commandments. They are 
emphatically "His workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus unto good works, which God 
hath before ordained that they should walk 
in them." 

But this is the only way in which fellen man 
can attain to righteousness, and this way is 
most sure and certain, for the Lord Himself is 
its Author and Finisher: divine love devised 
it, divine wisdom planned it, divine power acr 
complished it, divine grace proclaims it, and 
divine truth announces to all men that *'He 
was made sin for us, who knew no sin, that we 
might be made the righteousness of God in 
Him." 

This doctrine has at all times been very 
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precious to the people of God, and very full 
of comfort to them. 

Contemplating this great transfer, Justin 
Martyr devoutly exclaims, "0 the sweet ex- 
change! O the unsearchable contrivance! 
the imexpected benefits that the iniquities of 
many should be hid in a righteous one, and 
that the righteousness of one should justify 
many who are unjust.*'* 

Calmly resting on the same fundamental 
truth our Beformer Becon says, ** In myself 
I am a sinner ; but in Christ, my righteous 
maker,' I am righteous.** 

Beferring to one of those spiritual conflicts 
which he had personally experienced, the gifted 
author of" The Pilgrim's Progress" says, ^' sud- 
denly this sentence fell upon my soul, ^Thy 
righteousness is in heaven,' and methought 
withal I saw with the eyes of my soul Jesus 
Christ at Grod's right hand. There was my 

* From the interesting and eloquent Epistle to Diog- 
netos, whioh has been ffeneraUy ascribed to Justin 
Martyr. 
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righteousness, so that wherever I was, or what- 
ever I was doing, God could not say of me, 
* He wants my righteousness,' for that was just 
before Him .... my righteousness was Jesus 
Christ Himself, the same yesterday, to-day, 
and for ever." 

The like experience is beautifully expressed 
in the journal of a lamented fidend of mine, a 
true and faithful minister of Christ. He was 
always a man of the most upright moral cha- 
racter, but like many such, he felt himself to 
be exceeding sinful in the sight of an infinitely 
pure and holy Grod, and was deeply humbled 
and distressed. He says, " I saw my vileness ; 
I knew Grod could not look upon it but with 
loathing ; but this covering, this glorious cover- 
ing of His own Son's worth, I knew He could 
not look upon but with complacency and delight. 
I therefore laid hold of it, I hid myself under 
it, and no comparison of a weary and exhausted 
body casting itself upon a bed of down, or on 
a mossy bank surrounded by nature's loveliness, 
no such comparison can give any idea of the 
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deliglit with which I cast my weary, humbled, 
and sorrowing soul upon that foundation God 
has laid in Zion, and rejoiced in the stability, 
and at the same time the sweetness and the 
rest, which it afforded."* 

But perhaps some of my hearers are ready 
to exclaim, "How can these things be?" To 
such I would say that this is amongst those 
high and holy mysteries which Almighty God 
has clearly revealed to us, and which He has 
made known, not so much for the approval of our 
feeble minds, as for the obedience of our faith. 

If we are truly convinced of our own fallen 
and sinful state we shall no longer stumble at 
this mystery, but we shall be constrained to 
acknowledge the glorious attributes and per- 
fections of our God, in the love that pitied us, 
in the wisdom that devised the way of escape 
for us, in the marvellous sacrifice through which 
our redemption was accomplished, and we shall 
thankfully cast ourselves on Him "who was 
made sin for us, though he knew no sin, that 

* Memoir of the late Eev. James Marshall, page 65. 
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we might be made the righteousness of God in 
Him." 

Having made this great statement, St. Paul 
solemnly appeals to the consciences of those 
whom he addressed, saying, **We, then, as 
workers together with Him, beseech you also 
that ye receive not the grace of God in vain." 
He thus directs us to an important practical 
application of the subject. He reminds us 
that although the great transfer has been 
made, the ofifering accepted, the way of salva- 
tion opened, the announcement freely made, 
we may nevertheless deprive ourselves of the 
benefits so dearly purchased, through our own 
unbelief and hardness of heart. 

Brethren, you have long listened to the 
Gospel's joyful sound; you have all heard that 
Christ died for your sins, and that He who 
knew no sin was made the sin-ofifering for you. 
We afifectionately beseech you that ye receive 
not this grace of God in vain. It is through 
grace that you have been privileged to hear 
these good tidings, and to know those blessed 
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truths which many of the great and mighty 
ones of the earth have never known, let 
not this be in vain I Examine yourselves 
whether ye be in the faith, prove your own 
selves. Remember, I pray you, the Apostle's 
words, that ^^ if any man be in Christ he is 
a new creature: old things are passed away, 
all things are become new." Is it so with 
you? Are you at peace with Grod through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, and are you walking by 
feiith in the Son of God, who loved you and 
gave Himself for you ? 

You know the great fact, that He was made 
sin for you who knew no sin. It is well ; but 
rest not satisfied till you also know that you 
are being made the righteouanesa of Ood in 
Him. 

And you, beloved brethren, who are accepted 
in Christ Jesus, pardoned through His precious 
blood, and clothed with His righteousness, see, 
I beseech you, that the grace so freely conferred 
upon you be not in any sense, or in any measure, 
in vain. The Lord has dealt bountifully with 
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you, and He has done so that you may be the 
very salt of the earth and the light of the 
world, ever showing forth His praises, ever 
living unto Him, presenting your bodies a 
living sacrifice holy and acceptable in His sight, 
and ever seeking to turn many unto righteous- 
ness. 

Seek thus to adorn the doctrine of your God 
and Saviour in all things, and by your holy 
conversation and godliness to show to all men, 
that whilst you renounce all trust in your own 
righteousness, and cast yourselves as sinful men 
on Him who was made the sin-ofifering for you, 
it is your constant endeavour and your heart's 
desire and prayer to make it manifest, through 
grace, that you are made the righteousness of 
God in Him. 
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SEEMON V. 

THE SINNER DIEECTED TO THE SAVIOUR. 

AcU^ xvi. 29-31. *^ Then he called for a light, and 
sprang in, and came trembling, and fell down before 
Paul and Silas, and brought them out, and said, Sirs, 
what must I do to be saved ? And they said. Believe 
in the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved^ and 
thine house.** 

The grace of Ood which bringeth salvation 
hath appeared unto all men. This is true, 
whether it be believed or rejected. It is true, 
that "Grod so loved the world that He gave 
His only-begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
in Him should not perish, but have everlasting 
life.-' And it is true, that when His great 
work was accomplished the Divine Author and 
Finisher of our faith commanded the glad 
tidings of His love to be preached to every 
creature. 
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These sayings are fiEdthfiil and tme^ and no 
unbelief of ours can render them otherwise. 

On the part of a gracious and merciful God 
the work is done. He has sent His only- 
begotten Son into the world that we might 
live through Him, and He has freely given 
us all things in Him. The hindrances to 
our salvation arise from ourselves. - Men are 
not only fallen and sinful, but they are uncon- 
scious of being so. They are insensible to the 
disease under which they labour, and hence 
they do not avail themselves of the remedy 
provided. 

It is marvellous that this should be the case. 
We are surrounded by the sad effects of sin. 
Our suffering bodies, our care-worn and weary 
minds, with the constant exhibition of mor- 
tality presented to us, should indeed be suflS- 
cient to convince us of our fallen and sinful 
state. It is not so, however, and until the 
Holy Spirit convinces us of sin, we are im- 
willing to acknowledge the sad but self-evident 
truth, that "all have sinned and come short 
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of the glory of Grod, and that there is none 
righteous, no not one.*' 

It is strange that this should be the case 
amongst attached members of the Church of 
Eij^land, for on no subject is the language of 
our Services more clear and decided. Thus, in 
the Order for Morning and Evening Prayer we 
are exhorted at its opening ^^to acknowledge 
and confess our manifold sins and wickedness," 
and to draw near *^ with a pure heart and 
humble voice unto the throne of the heavenly 
grace," saying, " We have erred and strayed 
from Thy ways like lost sheep, and there is no 
health in us." 

The language of our Communion Service is 
not less clear. There, before approaching the 
table of the Lord, we are required " to acknow- 
ledge and bewail our manifold sins and wicked- 
ness," and in the presence of the great Searcher 
of hearts to declare that " the remembrance 
of them is grievous unto us," and that "the 
burden of them is intolerable." 

The same spirit pervades all the Services of 
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our Church, and yet there is nothing more 
difficult than to persuade her members of the 
reality of those truths which they thus con- 
tinually affirm. Hence the necessity of Divine 
teaching, of the Holy Spirit's gracious influence, 
to convince us of sin and to give us true re- 
pentance, for without this we know not our 
lost and miserable state, nor are we prepared 
to avail ourselves of the salvation so dearly 
purchased for us. 

In studying the nature and effects of the 
Holy Spirit's operations on the soul, the cases 
of conversion recorded in the Scriptures are 
peculiarly valuable helps. They show us at 
once the instrumentality which was employed, 
and the divine power by which the great change 
was accomplished. I refer to such cases as the 
Ethiopian Treasurer, and the devout Cornelius, 
and Lydia of Thyatira, and that which is brought 
before us in my text, the Philippian Jailor. 

In selecting for your consideration some 
points of special interest from this sacred and 
important narrative, I invite your attention, — 
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First, to the anxious inquiry here addressed 
to the Apostle and his companion, and, — 

Secondly, to the prompt reply given by these 
Ambassadors in bonds. 

I. An anxious inquiry was here addressed to 
the Apostle and his companion. 

The awakening of the soul is the work of 
the Holy Spirit. It is He who enlightens the 
conscience, opens the eyes of the understanding, 
and shows unto man his transgression; but 
whilst His operations are compared to the 
wind which bloweth where it listeth. He is 
generally pleased to employ some instrument- 
ality or other, and it was so in the instance 
before us. 

When Paul and Silas entered Philippi, few 
things could appear less probable than the 
conversion of the jailor. The very duties of 
his office were likely to prevent him from at- 
tending the ministry of the Apostle and his 
fellow -labourer, or hearing the glad tidings 
which they preached. But Almighty God had 
a purpose of mercy towards this man, and He 
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• 

can overcome all diflSculties and over-rule all 
obstacles, real or apparent* He did so here; 
He brought to nothing the devices of Satan, 
and made the wrath of man to praise Him. 

St. Paul having delivered a certain damsel 
who was possessed of a spirit of divination, her 
masters seeing that the hope of their gains was 
gone, caught Paul and Silas and drew them 
into the market-place unto the rulers, and 
brought them to the magistrates, saying, " These 
men do exceedingly trouble our city, and teach 
customs which are not lawful for us to receive, 
neither to observe, being Eomans." The mul- 
titude, ever easily excited, rose up against them, 
and the magistrates rent off their clothes and 
commanded to beat them. And when they 
had laid many stripes upon them, they cast 
them into prison, charging the jailor to keep 
them safely. 

Thus, for a little season, Satan seemed to 
triumph, and ungodly men were left in undis- 
turbed possession of the streets and lanes of 
the city, where the voice of heavenly wisdom 
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had so recently been heard ; where Christ had 
been lifted up, and repentance and remission 
of sins had been preached in His name. 

The shades of night now dispersed the actors 
in that busy scene, and they went every man 

• 

to his own home. But the Shepherd of Israel 
neither slumbers nor sleeps ; He had a purpose 
of grace and mercy' to be accomplished in that 
eventful night, and it must be done through 
the instrumentality of His servants. The 
Psalmist beautifully says, **The day is Thine, 
the night also is Thine," and the night was the 
season chosen for this work of divine grace. 

At midnight Paul and Silas prayed and 
sang praises unto Crod, and the prisoners heard 
them. What a sound was this to be heard 
within that dark abode of crime, — that place 
of oaths and execrations I Prayer and praise, 
thanksgiving and the voice of melody 1 What 
xneaneth this? Can such be the fruit of that 
new doctrine which was everywhere spoken 
against? 

It was even so; and such are the internal 
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evidences of the truth of our holy religion, — 
a religion which has enabled men to glory m 
tribulation, and to rejoice that they were 
counted worthy to suflFer for Christ's sake. 

But the God of grace is also the Grod of 
providence, whose way is in the sea, whose path 
is in the great waters, and whose footsteps are 
not known. He is often pleased to remind us 
of this, and to over-rule the dispensations of 
His providence for the salvation of His people. 
The Psalmist bears his testimony to this when 
he describes some of the most trying circum- 
stances that befall the sons of men, as captivity, 
sickness, and shipwreck, shows that they are 
often over-ruled for their spiritual benefit, and 
tells us that "whoso is wise and will observe 
these things, even they shall understand the 
loving-kindness of the Lord."* 

It was so in the instance before us. We 
read that "suddenly there was a great earth- 
quake, so that the foundations of the prison 
were shaken: and immediately all the doors 

* Pnahu cvii. 
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were opened, and every one's bands were 
loosed." 

Amidst the terror and confusion of the scene 
the affrighted jailor was about to destroy him- 
self, thinking that the prisoners had fled : but 
a messenger of grace was at hand ; " Paul cried 
with a loud voice. Do thyself no harm, for we 
are all here/' 

And now this man's conscience was awaked, 
the slumber of a life-time was broken; "he 
called for a light, and sprang in, and came 
trembling, and fell down before Paul and Silas, 
and brought them out, and said, Sirs, what 
must I do to bte saved?" 

What an eventful moment was this in the 
life of the Philippian jailor I What an im- 
portant crisis in his history! His soul was 
escaping as a bird from the snare of the fowler ; 
he was turning from darkness unto light, and 
from the power of Satan unto Grod. 

Oh, that we could persuade our fellow-crea- 
tures to make this great inquiry I Oh, that 
we could so arouse the careless and uncon- 
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verted, the thoughtless and unconcerned, the 
self-satisfied and self-deceived, as to ask, as this 
man did, WTiat must we do to be saved? 

Brethren, have you done so ? It is a ques- 
tion of vast importance. Eeason and revela- 
tion alike tell us that it is so. We are fallen 
and sinfid men, passing rapidly through this 
earthly scene on oiir way to a never-ending 
state of being. An eternity of unspeakable 
happiness or of unutterable woe is before us, 
and we know not how soon we may be called 
to enter upon it. 

If these things are so, then duty, and wisdom, 
and sound philosophy all combine to tell us 
that it should be each man's first grand concern, 
seriously and honestly, to inquire, " What must 
I do to be saved?" 

From the inquiry thus earnestly made, I 
proceed to consider, — 

II. The prompt reply given by these Am- 
bassadors in bonds. 

If the question here addressed to St. Paul 
and his companion was important, the answer 
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is still more so, for it comes from those of whose 
apostolical authority there can be no question, 
and it clearly announces the way of salvation 
to us all. They said unto him, " Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved." 

This answer was immediate and direct. It 
might have been otherwise, for there was much 
in the situation of those who gave it to justify 
delay. These injured men were sufiFering from 
the stripes which they had received ; they were 
weary and needing repose. In such circum- 
stances they might have deferred till the morn- 
ing the giving an exposition of the first prin- 
ciples of the Christian faith. Such, however, 
was not the course which they pursued. An 
awakened sinner was before them, and an op- 
portunity was ofiFered for plucking a brand 
from the burning. These ambassadors for 
Christ indulged in no delay, but, instant in 
season and out of season, they at once directed 
the trembling sinner to the Saviour, saying 
unto him, ** Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ 
and thou shalt be saved." 
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It was thus that men who were miraculously 
inspired and divinely commissioned spake the 
word of life* They preached not themselves 
but Christ Jesus their Lord, and they besought 
their fellow-sinners to be reconciled unto God 
by Him. 

How diflferent is this from the cloudy and 
uncertain teaching of those who, in our own 
times, have been so obtrusive in asserting their 
claims to apostolical authority! They indeed 
preach much of themselves, magnify their office, 
and talk loudly of that power of which they 
imagine themselves to be exclusively the pos- 
sessors ; but we hear little from them of Jesus 
Christ and Him crucified. We can discern in 
their teaching no sweet savour of Christ, no 
balm for the wounded spirit, no peace for the 
troubled conscience, no word in season for the 
weary and heavy-laden soul. 

We hear from such teachers no invitation to 
behold the Lamb of God which taketh away 
the sin of the world ; no earnest exhortations to 
be rooted and built up in Him; no words of 
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warning to take heed lest our minds should be 
corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ. 

How strange it is that men should be thus 
deceived, and that such teaching should prove 
attractive to many persons I Why should it be 
so? The gospel trumpet, as it is heard in 
the Bible, gives no uncertain sound; there 
the way of salvation is clearly and dis- 
tinctly revealed ; the testimony of the inspired 
Apostles and Evangelists admits of no doubtful 
interpretation, for they ceased not to teach and 
to preach Jesus Christ. And whilst they com- 
manded all men everywhere to repent, and 
denounced the wrath of God against all who 
continue in their sins, they proclaimed pardon 
and remission of sins in the name of their 
Divine Master, and said to the humble and 
anxious inquirer, "Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ and thou shalt be saved!" 

But, it may be asked, is it not dangerous to 
make such statements without qualification? 
May not men suppose that a mere assent of 
the mind to the doctrine of Christ is sufficient 
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to save the soul without any accompanying 
change of heart or reformation of the life ? We 
answer that St. Paul did not think so, and that 
the fact of there being a formal and spurious 
faith did not prevent him from preaching the 
true faith. 

He knew well the difference between a true 
and a false faith. He knew that the faith 
which is the divinely appointed means of man's 
justification is also the means of his sanctifica- 
tion, that it purifies the heart, works by love, 
and shows itself fruitful in all good works. He 
knew that the purpose of our Lord is not to 
leave us in our sins, but to save us from our 
sins, and that He will finally reject all who 
hold the truth in unrighteousness ; but knowing 
these things, and being at the same time fully 
aware of the deceitfulness of the human heart, 
and of the temptations to which we are ex- 
posed, he nevertheless, in the exercise of his 
apostolical authority, directs the sinner at once 
to the Saviour, invites him to believe on Him, 
to cast every care upon Him, and assures 
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him that the result shall be his everlasting 
salvation. 

As St. Paul preached, so must we preach, 
if we would save ourselves and them that hear 
us. We must preach not ourselves, but Christ 
Jesus the Lord, and ourselves your servants for 
Jesus' sake. We must preach the one perfect 
and complete sacrifice of the cross. We must 
teach and preach Jesus Christ, who of God is 
made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and 
sanctification, and redemption. 

We must testify to all, both high and low, 

rich and poor, learned and unlearned, that ♦ 

Christ is the way, and the truth, and the life ; 

and we must with boldness proclaim to our 

fellow-sinners that the word of God is most 

sure and certain, and that whosoever believeth 

in Him shall never perish, but have everlasting 

life. 

"■ how unlike the complex works of man, 
Heaven's easy, artless, unencumbered plan ! 
No meretricious graces to beguile, 
No clustering oraaments to clog the pile ; 
From ostentation as from weakness free, 



104 Plain Sermons for Perilous Times. 

It stands like the cerulean arch we see, 

Majestic in its own simplicity. 

Inscribed above the portal from afar, 

Conspicuous as the brightness of a. star, 

Legible only by the light they give, 

Stand the soul-quickening words — Believe and 

LIVE I " 

Brethren, we who minister Grod's holy word 
have indeed a great commission entrusted to 
us, and woe be unto us if it be not executed in 
accordance with His will, and in faithfulness to 
your souls ! 

We have to preach unto you a Saviour, which 
« is Christ the Lord, — a Saviour whose name is 
Emmanuel, God with us, — a Saviour from the 
guilt of sin, who can blot out all your trans- 
gressions and pardon all your iniquities, — a 
Saviour from the power of sin, who can subdue 
you to Himself and give you new hearts and 
right spirits, — a Saviour from all the conse- 
quences of sin, who can deliver you from the 
wrath to come, save you from hell, and fit you 
for the kingdom of heaven. 

We preach to you a present Saviour. He 
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waits to be gracious to you ; His eye rests upon 
you; He bids you arise and take up your 
cross and follow Him; He calls upon you to 
do so now^ for there is danger in delay, and 
"now is the accepted time, and now is the 
day of salvation." 

Be not tempted to yield to the suggestions 
of your own hearts, or to the counsels of worldly 
men, by deferring the consideration of these 
things to a more convenient season. That 
season may never come ; but the present time 
is yours, and the Divine Eedeemer invites you 
to believe on Him, that you may receive at His 
hand the forgiveness of your sins, and the gift 
of eternal life. 

We preach to you a loving cmd sympathiz- 
ing Saviour; the very friend you need, — a 
friend who sticketh closer than a brother, who 
can sympathize in all your sorrows, and succour 
you in aU your temptations. He invites you 
to cast your care on Him, to trust in His great 
and precious promises, and to receive of His 
ftdness even grace for grace. 
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We preach to you an aU-sufficient Saviour; 
for He is able to save to the uttermost all who 
come unto God by Him^ seeing that He ever 
liveth to make intercession for us. Then com- 
mit the keeping of your souls to Him, and 
there is no risk of failure or disappointment ; 
for there are no sins that He cannot pardon, 
no wounds that He cannot heal, no souls so 
dead that He cannot revive and quicken them. 
But, brethren, whilst we thus speak, we 
solemnly warn you that our Lord Jesus CJhrist 
is the only Saviour; there is no salvation in 
any other, for there is none other name given 
under heaven amongst men whereby we must 
be saved. 

Then be not deceived by the plausible and 
conflicting views put forth by vain and self- 
confident men in these last days, by the soul- 
destroying errors of Eomanism, or the strange 
mimicries of Eitualism, or the cold but dan- 
gerous speculations of Rationalism, but turn 
from all these to the Lamb of God, which taketh 
away the sin of the world, to Jesus Christ, who 
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is the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever; 
and let every humble and contrite spirit, every 
anxious inquirer, turn to the Word of God, 
that only standard of our faith and practice, 
and let him read there for himself these blessed 
words. Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and 
thou shalt be saved. 
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SEEMON VL 

BELIEVING AND CONFESSING, 

Bom. X. 10. '^For with the heart man believeth 
unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is 
made unto salvation.** 

The righteousness of God is a high and holy 
theme. It is witnessed by the Law and the 
Prophets, and is the subject of great and pre- 
cious promises. It is that righteousness which 
Almighty God has promised, from the earliest 
times, to provide for fallen man, of His own 
free grace and mercy, irrespective of human 
merit or desert. He has said, " My people shall 
be all righteous," and He has also said, " their 
righteousness is of me, saith the Lord." 

In the former part of this Epistle, St. Paul 
dwells on this subject with great power. He 
shows that the righteousness so long promised 
is now made manifest, that it is to be obtained 
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by faith in Jesus Christ, and that it is " imto 
all and upon all them that believe." 

In the verses preceding the text, he attributes 
the fall of the Jewish Church to ignorance and 
neglect of this great truth. He says, that " they 
being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going 
about to establish their own righteousness, have 
not submitted themselves unto the righteousness 
of God. For Christ is the end of the law for 
righteousness unto every one that believeth." 

Alas, that it should have been sol Israel 
did not know, God's ancient and favoured 
people did not consider, that their own prophets 
had announced the long-looked-for Messiah as 
THE Lord our righteousness, and had de- 
scribed the grand object of His mission to be to 
make an end of sin, and bring in everlasting 
righteousness. 

We sigh as we think of their blindness and 
unbelief; but is the righteousness of God as 
clearly understood by professing Christians as 
it ought to be, nay, as it must be, if we are to 
be partakers of His great salvation ? Do we 
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pray as fervently as St, Paul himself prayed, 
that we ^^may be found in Him, not having 
our own righteousness, which is of the law, but 
that which is through the &ith of Christ, even 
the righteousness which is of Grod by fedth ?" 

On this all-important point the teaching of 
the Apostle is ever clear and distinct. The 
trumpet gives no uncertain soimd, nor is there 
any possibility of misimderstanding the purport 
of his testimony. He says, " If thou shalt con- 
fess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and be- 
lieve in thine heart that God hath raised Him 
from the dead, thou shalt be saved ; for with 
the heart man believeth unto righteousness^ 
and with the mouth confession is Taade unto 
salvationJ*^ 

These are weighty words. An old writer 
says that they are a summary of the terms of 
salvation. They are even so, for they com- 
prehend those two things which are essential 
to the saving of the soul, — the inward recep- 
tion of Christ before God, and the outward 
confession of Christ before men. 



Believing and Confessing. Ill 

The Lord grant us His blessing whilst we 
thus consider them 1 

I. The inward reception of Christ before God. 

The reception of Christ is a solemn transac- 
tion between the soul and its divine Author. 
God has revealed Himself to us by Jesus Christ, 
and He has freely given us all things in Him, 
all justifying righteousness, all sanctifying 
grace. On His part the gift is complete, but 
on our part it may be received or rejected. 
Hence we read, ^* He that believeth on the Son 
hath everlasting life; but he that believeth 
not the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of 
God abideth on him." 

Thus it is by faith that we receive the Son, 
and become entitled to the inestimable benefits 
which He has purchased for us. Believing 
makes them ours; it is the means which God 
in His sovereignty has ordained for this end, 
and He who has bestowed upon us gifts so 
great and precious has the right to prescribe 
the terms on which they shall be received. 

We are solemnly warned that " without faith 
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it is impossible to please God/' and therefore 
he who makes light of this grace, or who sup- 
poses that the blessings of redemption may be 
obtained without it, shall assuredly never pos- 
sess them. There is no pardon, no peace, no 
renewal of the will, no sanctij&cation of the heart, 
but through a living Mth in our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Neither is this faith a mere assent of 
the mind, such an assent as we give to the 
records of history or to the ascertained facts of 
science. In this sense all who profess and call 
themselves Christians may be said to believe 
the great truths of revealed religion, but this 
falls short of saving faith. It is that faith to 
which St. James refers, and the insufficiency 
of which he so forcibly exposes when he says, 
" Thou believest that there is one God ; thou 
doest well : the devils also believe and tremble." 
Believing with the heart implies much more 
than this; it implies the inward reception of 
divine truth by the best afifections of the soul. 
In the invitations of His grace the Lord says 
to each of us, " My son, give me thine heart," 
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and it is in that mysterious seat of the afiFec- 
tions that Christ must be received and trusted 
in. A great Keformer says, " The seat of faith 
is not in the brain, but in the heart ; not that I 
wish to enter into any dispute concerning the 
part of the body which is the seat of faith, but 
since the word heart generally means a serious, 
sincere, ardent afiTection, I am desirous to show 
the confidence of feith to be a firm^ eiBScacious, 
and operative principle in all the emotions and 
feelings of the soul, not a mere naked notion 
of the head.''* 

This is a true distinction, and it is abun- 
dantly confirmed by the statements of Holy 
Scripture, Thus when the Ethiopian Treasurer, 
convinced by the testimony of Philip that 
Jesus was the Christ, asked to be baptized, the 
Evangelist replied, ^^ If thou believest with all 
thine heart thou mayest." Of the ancient 
worthies, who received a good report through 
faith, we read not only that they were per- 
suaded of the promises of God, but that they 

* Calvin, 

I 
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embraced them. They received them with 
the ardent afifection of the soul, and hence 
were foimd ready to confess themselves strangers 
and pilgrims on the earth. 

It is this living faith, this believing with the 
heart, that is unto righteousness, — that is to 
say, unto the attaining or receiving of that 
righteousness which Ahnighty Grod of His free 
grace and mercy has provided for us, — the 
righteousness of God, which is by faith of Jesus 
Christ. 

How momentous is the inquiry which this 
suggests ! Have we thus believed ? Is our 
faith a saving faith? 

Have we in the sight of Him, unto whom 
all hearts are open, and all desires known, in- 
wardly received the Lord Jesus Christ as our 
only and all-sufficient Saviour, believing in 
Him with the heart unto righteousness? 

If so, we shall readily admit the importance 
of that proof of sincerity which the Apostle 
here connects with this happy frame of mind 
when he says, " with the heart man believeth 
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unto righteousness, and with the mouth con- 
fession is made unto salvation^^ 

We now turn to the second part of this 
subject. 

n. The outward confession of Christ before 
men. 

From the moment that the heart believes 
and trusts in our Lord Jesus Christ, the soul is 
accoimted righteous before God ; but wherever 
this faith is genuine and sincere, it will be evi- 
denced by a good confession. When with the 
heart man believeth imto righteousness, with the 
mouth confession will be made unto salvation. 

It has been truly said that "confession of 
Christ is as necessary as faith in Him, but for 
a dififerent purpose. Faith is necessary to 
obtain the gift of righteousness, but confession 
is necessary to prove that the gift is received." 

Such a confession springs necessarily from a 
true and lively feiith, and shows that the love 
of God is shed abroad in the heart by the Holy 
Ghost which is given imto us. 

It is this which makes it a grateful con- 
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fession, for, like saving feith, it has its origin 
in the heart. It was this inward feeling of 
gratitude and love which made the Psalmist 
say, " What shall I render unto the Lord for 
all His benefits?" and which determined him 
to make the most public acknowledgment of 
the divine goodness, "I will take the cup of 
salvation, and call on the name of the Lord. 
I will pay my vows imto the Lord now, in the 
presence of all His people." 

The same spirit constrains every true believer 
in Christ to make a good confession. Has my 
Saviour loved me and given Himself for me? 
Has He arrested me in the paths of carelessness 
and sin ? Has He spoken peace to my troubled 
soul through His most precious blood ? What 
can I render unto Him for benefits so great 
and undeserved ? If I can do no more, I will 
at least confess His precious name before men, 
acknowledge the debt of gratitude which I owe 
to Him, and say, *^ Come and hear, all ye that 
fear God, and I will tell you what He hath 
done for my soul." 
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We love to hear such confessions, — con- 
fessions flowing from grateful and loving hearts, 
and hearing witness that the truth has been 
received, not in word only, but in power, and 
in the Holy Grhost, and in much assurance. 

May the Lord add to the number of such, 
to the glory of His great name, and to the 
advancement of His kingdom ! 

The confession of the Christian must be also 
a bold confession. This is rendered necessary 
by the position in which we stand. The whole 
world lieth in wickedness, and they who are 
chosen out of the world must manifest their 
faith by a bold confession. Such was the con- 
fession of St. Paul himself. He had difficul- 
ties to encounter which few have been called 
to meet. He had been publicly opposed to 
Christianity, and had stood forth as the accuser 
and persecutor of Christians; but from the 
moment that he was convinced of his mistake 
how noble and imcompromising was his con- 
duct! Regardless of consequences, he straight- 
way preached Christ in the synagogue, that He 
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is the Son of God. Happy man ! he had 
believed with the heart unto righteousness, and 
he hastened with his mouth to make confession 
unto salvation. 

In the j&rst chapter of this Epistle he says, 
" I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ," 
and he might indeed say so, for his whole 
eventful career proves the truth of this assertion. 

In the sacred narrative of the Acts of the 
Apostles we see this often illustrated and con- 
firmed, whilst feelings of admiration are con- 
stantly called forth by the bold confession made 
by this honoured man. 

Now he stands before Felix; but who can 
doubt whose he is or whom he serves ? He is 
indeed an ambassador in bonds, but the word 
of God which he speaks is not bound. He 
testifies to the faith of Christ, and reasons of 
** righteousness, temperance, and judgment to 
come," till Felix trembles. 

Again he is brought before King Agrippa; 
but what a confession of his faith does he make 
on that occasion, giving to all who heard him 
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a summary of Christian doctrine, and finally 
appealing with all solemnity to the unhappy 
monarch, ^^ King Agrippa, believest thou the 
prophets ? I know that thou believest ; " and 
receiving from him the memorable reply, " Al- 
most thou persuadest me to be a Christian." 

On his visit to the refined but idolatrous 
capital of Greece he manifests the same holy 
boldness. As he stands on Mars' hill, sur- 
rounded by the cultivated Athenians, the 
humble tent-maker of Tarsus is not afraid 
openly to reprove their superstition and idolatry, 
and then to call them to repentance towards 
God, and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

WTien from Miletus he sent for the elders of 
Ephesus, and gave his farewell address, most 
truly did he say, " And now behold I go bound 
in the spirit unto Jerusalem, not knowing the 
things that shall befall me there, save that the 
Holy Ghost witnesseth in every city, saying 
that bonds and afflictions abide me. But none 
of these things move me, neither count I my 
Ufe dear imto myself, so that I might finish 
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my course with joy, and the ministry which I 
have received of the Lord Jesus to testify the 
gospel of the grace of God." 

This was indeed the spirit which distinguished 
him to the last. He believed with the heart 
unto righteousness, and everywhere, with all 
boldness, did he make confession with the 
mouth unto salvation. 

And if we would be partakers of that great 
salvation we must do as he did. We must not 
be ashamed of the gospel of Christ, but in our 
respective spheres — whether high or low — we 
must with all wisdom, yet with all boldness, 
confess with the mouth the Lord Jesus, and be 
ready to give to every man that asketh a reason 
of the hope that is in us. 

Nay, more, the confession of the Christian 
must be a consistent confession. It must not 
be limited to such times and seasons as may 
suit ourselves. There are many who make a 
good confession in the sanctuary, and yet forget 
their faith when they return to the world. 
This will not do. If we expect to be con- 
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fessed by our Lord hereafter, when He shall 
come in the glory of the Father, and all the 
holy angels with Him, we must take heed that 
we confess Him now, not only in the assemblies 
of His people, and amongst those who love 
Him, but in the house of business, in the social 
circle, — - everywhere, and at all times. 

In the Apocalypse, St. John beautifully de- 
scribes the true people of God as having " the 
Father's name written in their foreheads." The 
emblem is instructive and suggestive. It re- 
minds us that we should seek to be living 
epistles, known and read of all men,— witnesses 
for our Lord and Saviour, — vessels unto honour, 
sanctified and meet for our divine Master's use, 
and ever ready, at any risk, and at any sacri- 
fice, to confess His name before men. 

Such have Christ's faithful soldiers and ser- 
vants been in all ages. Such were the early 
Christians in their great conflicts with Paganism. 
Such were the Confessors of the middle ages, 
those witnesses clothed in sackcloth, the Wal- 
denses and Albigenses, the Lollards and the 
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Caldees, men of whom the world was not 
worthy, but who faithftdlj raised their voices 
against Popish tyranny and superstition, and 
many of whom sealed their testimony with 
their blood. 

Such were our great Eeformers, men who 
in a worldly point of view had everything to 
lose and nothing to gain, but who were not 
afraid to denounce the spiritual Babylon, and 
boldly to say, '^ Come out of her my people, 
that ye be not partakers of her plagues.** 

Such have been the men eminent for piety 
and usefulness in later times ; they have shown 
the reality of their faith by a good confession, 
and as they have thus honoured God, so, faithful 
to His promise, Almighty God has been pleased 
to honour them, and to make them the chosen 
instruments for advancing His kingdom and 
bringing glory to His great name. 

May we have grace to follow them, even as 
they followed Christ! We live in perilous 
times, and find ourselves involved in a great 
conflict with Eomanism and Eationalism, but 
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the path of duty is clearly defined. We must 
not be ashamed to confess the faith of Christ 
crucified, but must fight manfully under His 
banner. We must contend earnestly for the 
faith once delivered to the saints, separate the 
precious from the vile, and boldly denounce 
error wherever it may exist, and by whatever 
patronage it may be shielded. 

Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to 
God for you all is, that you may be of those 
who believe with the heart unto righteousness ! 
Nothing less than this will save your souls. 
Oh, that I could convey to you the deep im- 
pression which I have of the unspeakable im- 
portance of this grace, — this simple, scriptural 
feith, which rests on the word and promises of 
Grod, and which, working by love, purifies the 
whole soul ! 

This living faith is the connecting link between 
heaven and earth, the bond of union between 
Christ and His people, the grace which it is 
God's good pleasure to honour, because He has 
ordained it for the highest and holiest ends. 
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Through the instrumentality of this faith, 
fallen and sinful men are pronounced judi- 
cially righteous before God, the human heart is 
opened to receive and trust in Christ alone for 
salvation, the great conflict with self and sin 
is successfully maintained, and finally the vic- 
tory is gained ; " for this is the victory which 
overcometh the world, even our faith.*' 

Examine yourselves then, dear brethren, 
whether ye are in the faith ; prove your own 
selves. Let no prejudices blind you, let no 
fear of man deter you, let no contempt from 
the wise of this world prove a hindrance to you, 
but be determined, by God's blessing, to know 
and to possess this principle of which such 
wonderful things are spoken in holy writ, and 
to which so great and marvellous effects arc 
ascribed. 

They who have attained to this grace of faith 
will need but little exhortation to make con- 
fession with the mouth imto salvation. Grati- 
tude and love will constrain them to do so : to 
confess that name which is above every name, 
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and to show that they count all things but loss 
for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ 
Jesus their Lord. 

In this point of view, and especially in 
times when we have no outward persecution to 
endure, how valuable are our Sabbaths, our 
solemn assemblies, our approaches to the Lord's 
table! These afford invaluable opportunities 
of calmly, consistently, and boldly confessing 
Christ before men. 

But our confession must not be limited to 
these times and seasons. Wherever we are, and 
in whatever position we may be placed, we 
must take heed to walk worthy of the vocation 
wherewith we are called. 

It is this which constitutes good men, the 
light of the world and the salt of the earth, 
and which has at all times been so signally 
owned and blessed by God. 

There is, of course, in this confession, as in 
all things, accompanying temptation. We may 
deceive ourselves by being unnecessarily obtru- 
sive; we may offend good taste by ^ecv\\\%x 
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phraseology ; or we may speak when it would 
be wise to be silent, but piety and good sense 
will regulate all these things. The danger is 
on the opposite side, and we earnestly urge upon 
all who love the Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity, 
and are believing in Him with the heart unto 
righteousness, to make it the subject of con- 
stant, faithful self-examination, whether they 
are also duly, consistently, and boldly confessing 
Him with the mouth imto salvation. 
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SEEMON VII. 

THE PROMISE OP THE HOLY SPIRIT. 

Acts, ii. 38, 39. *^ Then Peter said unto them, Repent 
and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ, for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive 
the gift of the Holy Ghost For the promise is to you, 
and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even 
as many as the Lord our God shall call." 

The promise of the Holy Spirit occupies a very 
prominent place in the sacred volume, and it 
was revealed from early times that His in- 
fluences would be more abimdantly and more 
generally bestowed upon mankind under the 
Gospel Dispensation than in preceding times. 
Thus the Psalmist connects the ascension of 
Messiah with the efifusion of the Spirit, sayings 
" Thou hast ascended on high ; Thou hast led 
captivity captive ; Thou hast received gifts for 
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men ; yea, for the rebellious also, that the Lord 
God might dwell among them." 

Similar annoimcements are found throughout 
the prophecies of the Old Testament, as when 
the Lord says by Isaiah, " I will pour water 
upon him that is thirsty, and floods upon the 
dry ground; I will pour my Spirit upon thy 
seed, and my blessing upon thine oflFspring;" 
and when again he intimates by Joel, that in 
the last days He will pour out His Spirit upon 
all flesh. 

To these ancient and consolatory promises 
our Lord frequently referred during His per- 
sonal ministry, assuring His disciples that the 
time was ^t hand when they would receive their 
fulfilment. Thus we find Him saying imto 
them, " It is expedient for you that I go away; 
for if I go not away the Comforter wUl not 
come unto you, but if I depart I will send 
Him unto you;" and immediately preceding 
His ascension He commanded tliem " that they 
should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for 
the promise of the Father, which^ saith He, ye 
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have heard of me : for John truly baptized 
with water, but ye shall be baptized with the 
Holy Grhost not many days hence." 

These promises had now received their ful- 
filment, for we read, at the opening of this 
chapter, that " When the day of Pentecost was 
fully come, they were all with one accord in 
one place. And suddenly there came a sound 
from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and 
it filled all the house where they were sitting. 
And there appeared unto them cloven tongues 
like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. 
And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, 
and began to speak with other tongues, as the 
Spirit gave them utterance." 

It was when the tidings of this miraculous 
event were noised abroad, and the multitude 
had come together, confounded at what they 
saw and heard, but unable to comprehend the 
nature of what had taken place, — it was then 
that Peter stood up and preached unto them 
Jesus, showing them, with amazing power, the 
fulfilment of all that was written concerning 
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their Messiah in the sufferings and deatji, the 
resurrection and ascension, of Him whom they 
had crucified and slain. " Wherefore," he adds, 
" being by the right hand of God exalted, and 
having received of the Father the promise of 
the Holy Ghost, He hath shed forth this which 
ye now see and hear." 

Nor was his Mthful testimony, with the 
words of earnest exhortation which accompanied 
it, given in vain; for when they heard these 
things they said imto Peter and to the rest of 
the apostles, ** Men and brethren, what shall we 
do?" 

Happy, indeed, was the ambassador of Christ 
to answer the inquiry ! Peter said unto them, 
" Eepent and be baptized every one of you in 
the name of Jesus Christ, for the remission 
of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the 
Holy Ghost. For the promise is unto yon, 
and to your children, and to all that are afar 
off, even as many as the Lord our God shall 
caU." 

Amidst the great and precious promises 
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which are given to us, what can be compared 
with this, — the promise of the Holy Spirit? 
Not indeed of those miraculous powers which 
were conferred upon the Apostles and first 
disciples for the needful confirmation of their 
mission, but the promise of those blessed 
influences which are to abide with us for 
ever, and which form the earnest of our in- 
heritance until the redemption of the purchased 
possession. 

In bringing this promise to your remem- 
brance, I purpose to consider the work of the 
Holy Spirit in a twofold point of view. First, 
in renewing the moral feelings ; and, secondly, 
in enlightening the intellectual powers. 

May His own gracious influences be granted 
to us whilst we devoutly meditate on these 
things I 

I. The Holy Spirit is given to renew and 
purify the moral feelings. 

It is too true that "man is very far gone 
from original righteousness," and it is also true 
that we have no power of ourselves to help 
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ourselves. It forms then a strong internal 
evidence of the divine origin of Christianity, 
that it reveals to us an external power which 
is promised to us, to convert the soul, to sub- 
due the will, and to purify the affections, — 
that power proceeds frgm the third person of 
the blessed Trinity, — the Holy Ghost. 

It is the Holy Spirit who bestows on man 
that change in his moral feelings which we call 
repentance. He did so in the memorable occa- 
sion to which the text refers, when the multi- 
tude were pricked in their hearts and said, 
"Men and brethren, what shall we do ?" and 
the result of which awakening was the conver- 
sion of three thousand souls. 

He does so, wherever the word of the Lord 
has free course and is glorified. He awakens 
the conscience to a sense of guilt and danger. 
He opens the eyes to see the exalted purity of 
the moral Law, and to feel the justice of its 
righteous condemnation. He affects the heart 
with the tidings of a Saviour's love, and creates 
within the soul that godly sorrow which worketh 
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repentance to salvation, needing not to be re- 
pented of. 

It is to this part of the Holy Spirit's work 
that the Lord refers when He says by the 
Prophet Zechariah, *^ I will pour upon the 
house of David and upon the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem the Spirit of grace and of supplica- 
tions ; and they shall look upon me whom they 
have pierced, and they shall mourn for Him 
as one moumeth for his only son, and shall be 
in bitterness for Him, as one that is in bitter- 
ness for his first-bom." 

Such is ever the effect of the Holy Spirit's 
presence in the soul. It is to lead us to Him 
whom our sins have pierced, and to create 
within us deep and sincere repentance. 

Oh, that we, who are called to the oflBce of 
the ministry in these perilous times, may have 
grace to preach Christ crucified with such sim- 
plicity and sincerity, and to proclaim the glad 
tidings of His love so fully and so freely, that 
the Holy Spirit may be pleased to own and 
bless our testimony, by shedding forth His diviuA 
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power in many hearts^ and by giving to our 
hearers repentance towards Grod, and £Edth in 
our Lord Jesus Christ ! 

The work thus b^un in the soul is carried 
on through the same divine agency, for the 
Holy Ghost is the Sanctijier of all the elect 
people of God. It is through Him that we 
die daily unto sin and live unto righteousness, 
that the old man with his corrupt deeds is put 
off, and that the new man is put on, which, 
after Grod, is created in righteousness and true 
holiness. 

Our Lord prayed for His people, saying, 
" Sanctify them through Thy truth. Thy word 
is truth ;" and whilst the word is thus acknow- 
ledged to be the chosen instrument in this 
great work, it is through the grace and power 
of the Holy Spirit that it is made effectual to 
this end, and thus we are said to be ^* chosen 
to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit 
and belief of the truth." 

There is a power which no religious system 
but Christianity can confer upon us, — the 



The Promise of the Holy Spirit 135 

power to deny ungodliness and worldly lusts; 
to overcome the corrupt aflfections of our 
nature; to become pure in heart, renewed in 
life, and thus fitted for the kingdom of heaven. 
Brethren, it is the purpose of our great High 
Priest to bestow this power upon all who be- 
lieve and trust in Him. We are told that 
" Christ loved the Church and gave Himself for 
it, that He might sanctify and cleanse it with 
the washing of water by the word, that He might 
present it to Himself a glorious Church, not 
having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing, but 
that it should be holy and without blemish." 

Would you form part of that glorious Church, 
and hereafter be presented faultless before the 
throne ? Then pray for the gift of the Holy 
Spirit; beware of anything that may grieve 
Him; keep yourselves unspotted from the 
world, and be ever waiting upon God in the 
ordinances of His own appointment; so shall 
Hq visit your hearts with His gracious and 
sanctifying influences, and seal your souls unto 
the day of redemption. 
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" May the very God of peace" thus " sanctify 
you wholly ; and I pray God your whole spirit, 
and soul and body, be preserved blameless unto 
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ ! " 

Nor are these the only influences which the 
Holy Spirit exerts on man's moral nature. 

Our Lord has promised that He shall be 
present with His people under the endearing 
character of the Comforter. When He inti- 
mated to them His approaching departure. He 
said unto His disciples, " I will pray the Father, 
and He will give you another Comforter, that 
He may abide with you for ever." He added, 
moreover, " It is expedient for you that I go 
away, for if I go not away the Comforter will 
not come to you, but if I depart I will send 
Him unto you." 

How soon were these gracious promises ful- 
filled I When the Spirit was given what com- 
fort filled their hearts, and how speedily was 
their sorrow turned into joy. We may indeed 
say that they received power after that the 
Holy Ghost was come upon them, for they who 
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in the hour of their divine Master's suflferings 
were so fearful that they all forsook Him and 
fled, were now filled with all boldness, and 
enabled, without fear, to testify to the Jews 
that this same Jesus whom they had crucified 
was both Lord and Christ. 

Full of the comfort of the Holy Ghost, the 
early Christians passed calmly through that 
baptism of suffering which was appointed for 
them. They glorified Grod that it was given 
unto them, not only to believe in Christ, but 
also to suffer for His name ; they took joyfully 
the spoiling of their goods, knowing that they 
had in heaven a better and an enduring sub- 
stance ; and they gladly laid down their lives for 
the testimony of Jesus, and for the Wbrd of God. 

Brethren, these sacred influences are not 
withdrawn. The Comforter is to abide with 
us for ever. It is still His special work to 
heal the broken-hearted, to set at liberty them 
that are bruised, and to comfort all that mourn. 
He who gave that gracious commission to His 
servant of old, saying, ** Comfort ye, comfort ye 
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my people," would have you to know and be 
assured, that amidst the trials which are in- 
separable from this mortal life, and the chast- 
enings which your heaveply Father may be 
pleased to send you, there is an unfailing source 
of strength and consolation within your reach. 
It is to be found in the presence of the Com- 
forter in your hearts, and that presence shall 
not be withheld if you devoutly ask it in the 
name of the Lord Jesus. 

II. The Holy Spirit is given to enlighten 
and govern the intellectual powers. 

It is much to be regretted that certain well- 
meaning persons have so spoken of the work 
of the Holy Spirit as to associate it rather 
with excitement of the feelings than with the 
renewal of the heart and the illimiination and 
government of the intellectual powers. It 
should never be forgotten that the Spirit be- 
stowed upon the first disciples was " the Spirit 
of power, and of love, and of a sound mind;^^ 
and that He is promised to us also for these 
great ends, that we may attain to a right judg- 
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ment in all things, and have power to accom- 
plish the will of God. 

On the Lord Jesus the Spirit rested above 
measure, but how calm and unexcited was He I 
What wisdom was there in His discourses! 
What power in His actions I What mingled 
feithfulness and love in His words ! 

When the Prophet Isaiah spake beforehand 
of Messiah, and described the Spirit with which 
He should be anointed, he said, "The Spirit 
of the Lord shall rest upon Him, the Spirit of 
wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of coimsel 
and might, the Spirit of knowledge and of the 
fear of the Lord." 

In each of these sacred couplets the Prophet 
seems to direct us to the work of the Spirit in 
connexion with the intellectual powers. He 
is the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
bestowing that pure and heavenly wisdom which 
Cometh from above, and enlightening the under- 
standing to perceive and know the truth. He 
is the Spirit of counsel and might, giving the 
mind capacity to form a sound judgment, and 
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power to act in harmony with it. He is the 
Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord, 
guiding the renewed mind in its search after 
knowledge, and ever crowning all other graces 
with the fear of the Lord. 

If such was the unction of the Eternal Spirit, 
with which the Lord Jesus was anointed above 
measure, such also must be the grace of that 
same Spirit which He is exalted to bestow upon 
His people, and which we are to ask and receive 
according to the measure of the gift of Christ. 

Hence our Lord promised the Spirit to His 
disciples as the Spirit of truth. He said unto 
them, *' I have yet many things to say imto 
you, but ye cannot bear them now; howbeit, 
when He the Spirit of truth is come. He will 
guide you into all truth." And so He did; 
for no sooner had the Spirit been given than 
the same disciples, who had shown so much 
inability to understand the clearest annoimce- 
ments made to them by our Lord of His ap- 
proaching sufferings and death, were so en- 
lightened in their spiritual perceptions as to 
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be able to comprehend the deep things of God, 
and to explain to those around them how it 
was that Christ must needs have suffered these 
things and to have entered into His glory. 
Nay, more, to expound to others, as the Lord 
Himself had done to them, those things which 
were written in the Law of Moses, in the Pro- 
phets, and in the Psalms concerning Him. 

We have only to study the various powers 
and faculties of the human mind to see that, 
wonderful as they are, they have obviously 
been marred and spoiled, enfeebled and dis- 
ordered, through the fell of man from original 
righteousness. Yet are they noble even in 
their present state, and place us above all other 
orders of created beings here below. To culti- 
vate these powers aright, and to attain to a 
sound and well-regulated mind, is of the highest 
importance to our present and future happiness, 
and should engage our earnest and prayerful 
attention. 

In pursuing an object so great and important, 
it is indeed encouraging to have the promise of 
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Divine assistance ; to be assured that the Holy 
Spirit is given for these ends, that the eyes of 
our understanding might be enlightened, that 
our judgment may be improved, and that we 
may have power to control the imagination 
and to govern the thoughts. It is thus that 
man is to present himself a living sacrifice, 
holy and acceptable to God, and is to become a 
temple of the Holy Ghost, consecrated in all his 
faculties to the glory of God, and yielding the 
powers of his mind, the energies of his body, 
and the affections of his heart, to the service of 
Him who is the Creator, the Eedeemer, and 
the Preserver of men, and to whom alone all 
honour, and power, and glory belong. 

Such, beloved brethren, is this great and 
precious promise, — the promise of the Holy 
Spirit. And may I not say to you as truly as 
the Apostle said to the people of Israel, ** The 
promise is to you, and to your children, and to 
all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord 
our God shall call?" 

YeSy brethren, the promise is to you. It is 
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to all who believe in our Lord Jesus Christ and 
who come unto God by Him. He says to you, 
^Ask and ye shall receive, seek and ye shall 
find.** Nay, he remonstrates with you for your 
unbelief, and says, ** If ye then, being evil, know 
how to give good gifts unto your children, how 
much more shall your heavenly Father give 
the Holy Spirit to them that ask Him?" 

How great encouragement this is I No 
further assurance can be desired. Then ask 
that ye may receive. Ask, in simple faith, and 
in humble fervent prayer, and this inestimable 
blessing shall be yours, — the gift of the Holy 
Spirit to dwell within you, and to be in you as 
a well of water springing up unto everlasting life. 

It is the presence of the Holy Spirit in the 
soul which, above all other things, constitutes 
true religion and gives evidence of a state of 
salvation. No intellectual knowledge of Chris- 
tianity, no assent to its grand distinctive truths, 
amounts to this. All this may be attained with- 
out the Holy Spirit's influence being shed abroad 
in the heart. " If any man have not the Spirit 
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of Christ, he is none of His;" but on the other 
hand, "As many as are led by the Spirit of 
God, they are the sons of God," and however 
humble may be their gifts or attainments, 
being bom of the Spirit and living under His 
sanctifying influences, they are declared to be 
the children of God, and heirs of eternal life. 

How unspeakably precious, then, does the 
promise of my text become, and how important 
is it that we should lay hold of it, and plead 
it unceasingly in eflfectual fervent prayer ! 

But, brethren, the promise is to your chil- 
dren. Christian parents, lend your ear, and 
treasure these words in your hearts. Your 
dear children have derived from you a corrupt 
nature, but here is the way to secure for them 
an incorruptible principle, — the gift of the 
Holy Spirit to dwell within them, and to make 
them the children of our Father who is in 
heaven. What blessing can be compared to 
this ? What legacy can you leave them so 
great and precious ? 

Then go to the throne of grace and plead 
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this promise for your children. See that ye 
ask for them neither riches, nor honour, nor 
length of days, but ask that the Holy Spirit 
may be shed abroad in their hearts, that they 
may be kept imspotted from the world, re- 
newed in the spirit of their minds, and thus 
prepared for that glorious and everlasting king- 
dom which the Lord hath promised to them 
that love Him. 

The promise is, moreover, to all that are 
afar ojf, even as many as the Lord our Ood 
shall call. None are excepted, for there is no 
respect of persons with God. All are invited, 
and all are welcome. The barrier which once 
existed has been removed ; the great atonement 
has been oflfered ; the way unto the holiest has 
been laid open ; the trumpet of jubilee has 
sounded ; the Gospel's joyful tidings have been 
sent forth into the world ; and " The Spirit and 
the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth 
say. Come. And let him that is athirst come. 
And whosoever will, let him take the water of 
life freely." 

1* 
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SEEMON VIIL 

THE PERPETUAL OBLIGATION OF THE MORAL LAW. 

DeuL V. 22. '* These words the Lord spake unbo all 
your assembly in the mount, out of the midst of the 
fire, of the cloud, and of the thick darkness, with a 
great voice; and H!e added no more: and He wrote 
them on two tables of stone, and delivered them unto 
me." 

The present is indeed a time when the enemy 
is sowing taxes, hoping thereby to choke that 
good seed which shall ere long produce the rich 
and glorious harvest. 

Be it so. These things must needs come to 
pass, but the kingdom of God shall come, and 
His faithful servants shall be found ready for 
it. We do not tremble for the ark of God, 
although we do tremble for the souls of men. 

Amongst the errors of these times, none is 
more likely to prove injurious in its conse- 
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quences than that which asserts the abrogation 
of the Moral Law, and it is so acceptable to the 
heart of fallen man, that it finds a ready re- 
sponse from a large number of persons. 

The Moral Law is, from its very nature, un- 
changeable, and of perpetual obligation upon 
mankind; nor can we read the history of its 
promulgation without seeing that the greatest 
care was taken to distinguish it from all other 
laws ever imposed on the human race, and 
more especially from those judicial and cere- 
monial, laws which were given for the special 
guidance of the Jewish people. 

How inexpressibly grand is the description 
given by Moses of the descent of Almighty 
God upon Mount Sinai, and of the giving of 
the Law ! 

After two days of the most solemn prepara- 
tion, during which the people were commanded 
to sanctify themselves, we read that " It came 
to pass on the third day in the morning, that 
there were thunderings and lightenings, and a 
thick cloud upon the mount, and the voice of 
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the trumpet exceeding loud; so that all the 
people that was in the camp trembled. 

"And Moses brought forth the people out 
of the camp to meet with God ; and they stood 
at the nether part of the moimt. 

" And mount Sinai was altogether in a 
smoke, because the Lord descended upon it in 
fire ; and the smoke thereof ascended as the 
smoke of a furnace, and the whole moimt 
quaked greatly. 

" And when the voice of the trumpet sounded 
long, and waxed louder and louder, Moses 
spake, and God answered him by a voice. 
And the Lord came down on mount Sinai, upon 
the top of the mount." 

It was amid circimistances so sublime that 
the Moral Law was given, and that, not by the 
intervention of Moses, but directly by the Lord 
Himself. On other occasions human agency was 
employed, but here it was the Lord Himself 
who immediately addressed the assembled tribes 
of Israel. Hence, in the passage before us, 
where Moses gives a repetition of the Law, he 
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says, *' These words the Lord spake unto all 
your assembly on the mount, out of the midst 
of the fire, of the cloud, and of the thick dark- 
ness, with a great voice; and He added no 
more: and He wrote them on two tables of 
stone, and delivered them to me." 

Thus the Moral Law was personally and 
directly given by the voice of Almighty God ; 
written by Himself on the tables of stone, and it 
was laid up by His special command in the Ark 
of the Covenant within the most holy place. 

What law can be compared with this law ? 
It is emphatically the Law of the Lordy and as 
such it is specially entitled to the reverence 
and delight of His people. 

I purpose to consider the Moral Law in a 
twofold point of view. 

I. As our Schoolmaster to bring us to Christ ; 
and, — 

II. As the perpetual rule of duty to all who 
believe in Christ. 

The Lord open our eyes, that we may behold 
wondrous things out of His Law 1 
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I. The Law is our Schoolmaster to bring us 
to Christ. 

It is in this light that St. Paul refers to 
the Law in his Epistle to the Gralatians. He 
there shows that the Law and the Gospel do 
not contradict each other, but are in the 
strictest harmony. He reminds us of the 
Covenant made with Abraham, and shows that 
the Law which was added four hundred and 
thirty years after could not disannul that 
Covenant that it should make the promise of 
none eflfect. ''Is the law (he asks) against 
the promises of God ? God forbid : for if 
there had been a law given which gould have 
given life, verily righteousness should have 
been by the law. But the Scripture hath 
concluded all under sin, that the promise by 
faith of Jesus Christ might be given to them 
that believe. 

'^ But before faith came, we were kept imder 
the law, shut up unto the faith which should 
afterwards be revealed. 

^'Wherefore," lie adds, "the law was our 
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Schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we 
might be justified by faith." 

On this subject Archbishop Leighton truly 
says, " It is a weak conceit, arising upon the 
mistake of the Scriptures, to make Christ and 
Moses as opposites. No, Moses was the servant 
in the house and Christ the Son ; and being a 
fisdthful servant, he is not contrary to the Son, 
but subordinate to Him." 

But, wherefore then serveth the Law ? The 
Law reveals wiiat Ood requires in man ; and it 
has been said that almost all its precepts may 
be gathered from the light of nature. Truly 
so ; the Law was originally written in the human 
heart, but being well-nigh effaced through sin, 
it was again revealed for our observance, and 
its summary is. To love the Lord our God with 
all our heart, with all our sotd, with all our 
strength, and with all our mind, and our neigh- 
bour as ourselves. 

Thus, the Law reveals to us our duty to- 
wards God, and our duty towards our fellow- 
men, and it is well described by the words o€ ^. 
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great heathen orator, who said, " The law is a 
certain rule, proceeding from the mind of God, 
persuading right and forbidding wrong."* 

Thus, by showing us what Ghod requires, the 
law discloses to us our own manifold trans- 
gressions, for by the law is the knowledge of 
sin. It conveys to us much and important 
instruction concerning Grod and concerning 
ourselves. It teaches us His holiness and our 
unholiness. His righteousness and our unright- 
eousness. His infinite perfections and our &llen 
and imperfect condition. 

When the Law was given on Mount Sinai, 
the people removed and stood afar oflf, and said 
imto Moses, " Speak thou unto us, and we will 
hear, but let not Grod speak with us lest we 
die." Well may we all say so, for the law is 
holy, and the commandment holy, and just, 
and good, but we are sinful dust and ashes; 
and when we hear its pure and righteous 
precepts, we may indeed exclaim, " Enter 
not into judgment with Thy servants, 

* Cicero. 
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Lord, for in Thy sight shall no man living be 
justified." 

Thus the Law, when listened to in the spirit 
of reverence and godly fear, must produce con- 
viction of sin, and prepare the soul for the 
reception of Christ. It is our Schoolmaster for 
this great end, that by holy discipline and faith- 
ful teaching it may lead us to Him in whom 
alone salvation is to be found, and of whom we 
read that '* Christ is the end of the law for 
righteousness to every one that believetlu" 

This is well expressed by a venerable Ee- 
former, who says, "Grod did ordain them the 
Law, out of which they might learn the will 
of Grod ; what sin, right, or unright is, and to 
know themselves, go into themselves, and con- 
sider how the holy works which God requireth 
axe not in their power ; for the which cause all 
the world have great need of a Mediator. And 
thus the Law was given to further the promise, 
namely, that we through the law might be led 
only unto Christ,"* 

* Bishop Coverdale. 
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Beloved brethren, have you thus known the 
Law ? Has it taught you that Almighty God 
is infinitely pure and holy, but that you are all 
as an unclean thing, and all your righteous- 
nesses as filthy rags? K so, the teaching is 
Divine, and it is the earnest of good things to 
come ; it is given to prepare you for the Grospel's 
joyful sound, for the announcement that Chri^ 
has redeemed us from the curse of the law, 
having be^i made a curse for us, and that 
believing in Him you may obtain the forgive- 
ness of all your sins, grace to serve Him in 
the life that now is, and a glorious and incor- 
ruptible inheritance in that which is to come. 

II. The Law is the perpetual rule of duty 
to all who believe in Christ. 

If we have believed in Christ, we are not 
under the Law, but under grace. And if so, 
we listen to the Law, not as it was heard 
amidst the awful accompanim^its of Sinai, but 
as it is taught us by Him who has redeemed 
us from its curse, that He might write it in 
our hearts by His Spirit. 
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Believing in the Lord Jesus, and seated at 
His feet, that we may learn of Him, how many 
and how wonderful are the lessons to be re- 
ceived from the Law I 

In our Divine surety we see that the Law 
has been perfectly fulfilled, its honour main- 
tained, and its demands fully satisfied. 

Of Him it was written aforetime, "Lo! I 
come to do Thy will, my Grod I yea, Thy law 
is within my heart;" and when in the fulness 
of time He was manifest in the flesh. He said, 
"I am not come to destroy the law or the 
prophets, but to fulfil." He did indeed fulfil 
the law in thought, word, and deed ; ever 
doing the will of the Father in heaven, and 
presenting unto Him a pure and perfect obe- 
dience, so that it may be affirmed of Him in a 
higher sense than of any of the sons of men, 
that ** His delight was in the law of the Lord, 
and in His law did He meditate day and night.** 

And through His Almighty power, whose 
purpose is from everlasting, the righteousness 
which the Lord Jesus presented to t\i^ \a:^ S& 
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imputed to His people, — it is unto all and 
upon all them that believe. It is the spotless 
robe in which they are accepted now at the 
throne of grace, and in which they shall he 
presented hereafter faultless before the throne 
of glory, so that the himiblest of His followers 
may adopt the triumphant language of the 
Prophet, and exclaim, ^^I will greatly rejoice 
in the Lord, my soul shall be joyful in my 
God ; for He hath clothed me with the gar- 
ments of salvation. He hath covered me with 
the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom 
decketh himself with ornaments, and as a bride 
adometh herself with her jewels." 

This is the righteousness which from ancient 
times Almighty Grod promised to provide for 
fallen man, and which was witnessed by the 
Law and the Prophets. To the Old Testament 
Church it must have appeared deeply myste- 
rious, but to us it is made manifest, and we 
are permitted to know ^^the righteousness of 
God which is by faith of Jesus Christ." In 
the great warfare in which we are engaged, it 



Perpetual Obligation of the Moral Law, 157 

is in His righteousness alone that we trust as 
our shield and buckler ; and in contemplating 
our departure hence, our prayer is that we 
" may be found in Him not having our own 
righteousness, which is of the law, but that 
which is through the fiaith of Christ, even the 
righteousness which is of Grod by faith." 

And why was all this honour conferred upon 
the Law ? Why did the Lord Jesus thus mag- 
nify it in His life, and satisfy all its require- 
ments in His death ? Was it that having done 
80 He might abrogate it for ever ? 

Nay, verily ; but that He might establish it 
for ever, and place it where it will be more 
secure than it was in the Ark of the Covenant, 
within the most holy place, even in the hearts 
of His faithful people, writing it there, not 
with ink, but with the Spirit of the living 
God. 

How vainly do they talk who speak of the 
abrogation of the Moral Law ! They ^'fi&rget 
that He has said, and will perform it, " I will 
put my laws into their minds, and write theca. 
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in their hearts, and I will be to them a God, 
and they shall be to me a people.*^ 

Well, then, might the Apostle triumphantly 
exdaim, *^ Do we make void the law through 
Cuth? God forbid; yea, we establish the 
law." 

But if so, it has been sometimes asked, 
why was not the Moral Law re-enacted in the 
New Testament ? To this it has been wisely 
answered, '* A re-enactment in the New Tes- 
tament would be a denial by implication of its 
previous institution and authority. Nothing 
is re-enacted in the GospeL The Moral Law, 
the essential duties of religion, the relations 
of man to his Maker, the necessity of a season 
for public worship, the proportion of time 
destined for it from the creation, — all the pre- 
cepts of the decalogue remain unchanged." * 

In striking contrast with the rationalistic 
errors of our own times stand forth the views 
of our English Eeformers. On this subject, 
as on all points of essential importance, these 

* Haldane on Romans, vol. ill p. 446. 
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great men were substantially unanimous; and 
many testimonies to the perpetual obligation of 
the Moral Law are to be found in their writings. 
Bishop Coverdale says, " The Law, therefore, 
confixmeth the first promise concerning the 
blessed seed, and teacheth that we. obtain all 
salvation in Him only, Howbeit, it is also a 
rule of our life, informing us what we ought 
to do, and what to leave undone. Yet on our 
side is all unfruitful where faith is not; but 
where fiaith is, it ceaseth not through love to 
work good according to the Law ; all honour 
and praise being referred unto God, — to man 
nothing but imfruitfulness." 

Bishop Hooper speaks to the like effect. 
He says, '* The Law is necessary for the justi- 
fied man, to teach him with what works he 
should exercise his faith withal, and obedience 
unto God. . . . Therefore this is true, that the 
ordinance of God still remaineth in the justi- 
fied man immutable, that he might obey the 
Law, and serve in his vocation according to 
the Scriptures." 
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Nor were the great Continental Reformers 
less clear or less fiill in their testimony to the 
perpetual obligation of the Moral Law. Luther 
says, ^* If the Law be thrust out of the Church, 
there will no longer be anything recognised 
as a sin in this world, since the Grospel defines 
and punishes sin only by recurring to the 
Law." 

And Calvin has left an enduring proof of 
the reverence which he entertained for the 
Moral Law in the fact, that when he prepared 
a Liturgy for the Genevan Church, he ap- 
pointed the Decalogue to be publicly read in 
all the churches. 

The Church of England has shown herself 
to be a true and faithful witness for the truth, 
by the place which she has assigned to the 
Moral Law. She writes it upon the walls of 
her churches, that it may be known and read 
of all men, and that all may see that it is not 
abrogated, but a transcript of the Divine mind 
which liveth and abideth for ever. 

She does more than this. She appoints 
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that in her solemn assemblies it shall be read 
by the living voice of her ministers, and re- 
sponded to by the people, meekly kneeling 
upon their knees. 

And why should she thus give so prominent 
a place to the Law ? The reasons are obvious. 
She would have all who are within her pale to 
humble themselves under the mighty hand of 
God, — to acknowledge that by the deeds of 
the Law no flesh can be justified ; and, be- 
wailing their manifold sins and wickedness, 
to turn to that Almighty Saviour who has 
fulfilled the Law for us, borne its penalties 
in His own body on the tree, and is ready to 
bestow pardon and peace on as many as believe 
in Him. 

Brethren, has this great end been accom- 
plished in you ? Have the pure and blessed 
precepts of the Law led you to examine your- 
selves, — to ^acknowledge that you have erred 
and strayed from His ways like lost sheep, and 
that there is no health in you? Have they 
constrained you to adopt the words of t\:vft 
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publican, and say, " God be merciful to me a 
sinner ?" 

If so, the Law is your schoolmaster to bring 
you to Christ, that you may be justified by 
faith. Then be of good cheer, for Christ is 
the end of the Law for righteousness to every 
one that believeth. Believe in Him, cast your 
care upon Him, look to Him with a true peni- 
tent heart and lively faith, and the threatenings 
of the Law shall disturb you no more ; for you 
will find that there is now no condenmation to 
them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not 
after the flesh but after the Spirit. 

Nor is this all. Our Church would have 
her faithful members, her living branches, her 
believing sons and daughters, to make much of 
God's Law, and to realize that it is His high 
and holy purpose who wrote it aforetime in the 
tables of stone to write it anew in their hearts. 

Trusting in the Saviour, the ^believer is 
secure ; but if his faith is genuine and sincere, 
he will ever seek to have that mind in him 
wbich was also in Christ Jesus, and he will be 
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constrained to say, as the Psalmist did, *^ how 
love I Thy law, it is my meditation all the day 1 " 

Beloved brethren, is it thus with you ? Is 
your delight in the Law of the Lord, and do 
you seek at all times to love and honour it ? 
Does our great High Priest see of the travail 
of His soul in you, and pronounce you to be 
numbered with those who know righteousness, 
— with the people in whose heart is His Law ? 

If so, His Spirit is with you, putting the 
Divine Law into your hearts, and retracing 
its sacred precepts in your minds ; and you 
can have no better evidence of your being the 
children of God, and the heirs of His everlast- 
ing kingdom. 

The Lord grant it to be so with us all, and 
as we hear the blessed commandments of the 
Law read to us in the services of the sanc- 
tuary, may we ever in all sincerity and truth 
respond, — 

" Lord, have mercy upon us, anb write 

ALL THESE ThY LAWS IN OUR HEARTS, WE BE- 
SEECH Thee." 
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SERMON IX. 

THE NEW COMMANDMENT. 

John, ziii 34, 35. ^A new commandment I give 
onto you, that ye love one another; as I have loved 
you that ye also love one another. By this shall all 
men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one 
to another." 

We have all, perhaps, at some time or other, 
felt impressed with the narrative of our Lord's 
interview with His disciples at the sea of 
Tiberias, when He specially tested the love of 
His once fallen, but now penitent Apostle, 
addressing to him three times the heart- 
searching question, " Simon, son of Jonas, 
lovest thou me ? " And many of us have 
envied the conscious sincerity and holy bold- 
ness with which that honoured servant could 
appeal to his risen Lord, and say, " Lord, Thou 
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knowest all things ; Thou knowest that I love 
Thee." 

Love to the Lord Jesus is of unspeakable 
importance. Without it, no mere profession 
of religion or theoretical knowledge of its doc- 
trines will avail us ; for whilst the richest 
blessings are pronounced on all those who love 
the Saviour in sincerity, we are solemnly 
warned that " if any man love not the Lord 
Jesus Christ, let him be Anathema Maran- 
atha.'* 

Now, our Lord Himself has been pleased 
to ordain the true test of love to Him, and to 
tell us how He expects His servants at all 
times to show the reality of their attachment 
to Him. He has said, " If ye love me, keep 
my comnaandments." And again, " He that 
hath my commandments and keepeth them, 
he it is that loveth me." 

It is, then, by holy and hearty obedience to 
His will, and by the constant observance of all 
that He has commanded us, that we are to show 
our love to Him to be genuine and sincere. 
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But here is a commandment which demands 
our special and devout attention. It was given 
under the most solemn and affecting circum- 
stances^ — in the night in which He was be- 
tr^yed^ and when the hearts of the disciples 
were filled with sorrow at the prospect of His 
speedy departure firom them. Our Lord had 
just performed an act of the lowliest humility 
and condescension. He had washed the feet 
of His disciples, saying unto them, ** Ye call 
me Master and Lord ; and ye say well, for so 
I am. If I, then, your Lord and Master, have 
washed your feet, ye also ought to wash one 
another's feet. For I have given you an ex- 
ample, that ye should do as I have done to 

you." 

It was under circumstances so deeply im- 
pressive that the Lord Jesus said unto them, 
" A new commandment I give unto you, that 
ye love one another ; as I have loved you, that 
ye also love one another." And twice in the 
course of that same eventful night did He 
repeat this sacred precept, thus showing their 
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that He would have it indelibly impressed on 
their hearts and minds. 

In directing your attention to this very im- 
portant subject, I observe, — 

I, That our Lord here distinctively ad- 
dresses His people. 

These words were not intended for the world 
at large, but for those whom He had chosen out 
of the world. We have, indeed, abundant proof 
of the grace and compassion of the Saviour to- 
wards all men. We read it in the calls which 
He addressed to them, in the tears which He 
wept over them, in the miracles of love and 
mercy which He wrought for them, and, above 
all, in the great fact that He gave Himself a 
ransom for all, to be testified in due time. 

But this commandment was addressed ex- 
clusively to His people, — to the disciples who 
were then present, and through them to all 
who should hereafter believe in His name. 
We learn this still more clearly from the prayer . 
which our Lord oflfered for His people on that 
same evening, when He says, " I pray not Cot 
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the world, but for them whom Thou hast given 
me." And again, "Neither pray I for these 
alone, but for all them which shall believe on 
me through their word." 

Here He authoritatively distinguishes be- 
tween His people and the world, whilst He 
numbers with the former all who in any age 
shall believe in Him. 

All true believers, then, are here included, 
and the now glorified Saviour ever looks upon 
them with peculiar love. He regards them as 
separated from the world, — as washed in His 
blood, and clothed in His righteousness, — as 
quickened and sanctified by His Spirit, — as 
the children of God and the heirs of His 
glorious and everlasting kingdom. This is the 
true grace of God wherein we stand, and this is 
a holy communion that the world knows not 
of, but to which all who love their God and 
Saviour are admitted, and of which they can 
say, " Truly our fellowship is with the Father 
and with His Son Jesus Christ." 

Brethren, are we numbered with those who 
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are thus described? Have we attained to 
repentance towards God, and fsiith in our Lord 
Jesus Christ ? Are we denying ungodliness 
and worldly lusts, and living soberly, righteously, 
and godly in the world ? 

We are, indeed, called to do so. We are 
Christians by profession; we have been ad- 
mitted by baptism to the Christian Church, 
and are entitled to its holy and blessed ordi- 
nances. These are great privileges, but they 
are only the means to a higher end. Has that 
end been attained ? Have we passed through 
the outer court of Christian ordinances into 
the secret place of the Most High, where none 
are admitted but by a living faith in Him who 
is the way, the truth, and the life, and where 
all who find access are imited by the sacred 
bonds of faith, and hope, and love ? 

The Lord grant, beloved brethren, that the 
Spirit may bear witness with your spirits that 
you are, indeed, the children of God I 

II. Our Lord here enjoins upon His people 
a new conmiandment. He says to them, " A. 
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new commandment give I unto you, that ye 
love one another." 

The moral law had already taught us to love 
our neighbour as ourselves, but here is a com- 
mandment distinct &om that, and which not 
only requires us to show all kindly feeling to 
our neighbour, but to cherish special love and 
affection to a particular and distinct class of our 
neighbours. 

The love enjoined by this commandment is 
to be shown to all who love our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and that simply because they are His 
disciples. His servants, and His friends. 

Nor is this love to be mistaken for a natural 
affection ; it is a spiritual grace, and it is to be 
exercised in a spiritual manner. We are not 
to love the brethren because their tastes and 
habits are congenial to our own, nor because 
we admire their natural gifts, or value their 
acquirements, but simply because they belong 
to that Friend who loved us, and who gave 
Himself for us. 

Neither is this brotherly love to be confined 




The New CoTrnnandmenU 171 

to members of our own Church or Communion. 
There are imleed certain points in which mem- 
bers of the same Church will have special com- 
munion with each other, but Christian love 
must not confine itself to this. It must be 
extended to all who believe in Christ, and who 
show the sincerity of their attachment to Him 
by keeping His commandments. 

In the primitive age great importance was 
attached to this grace. It was acknowledged 
to be a fruit of the Holy Spirit, a precious gift 
of Grod. Thus St. Paul, writing to the Thes- 
salonians, says, "As touching brotherly love, 
ye need not that I write unto you ; for ye 
yourselves are taught of God to love one 
another;" whilst St. John appeals to this 
grace as the evidence of true conversion, 
saying, ^* Hereby know we that we have passed 
from death unto life, because we love the 
brethren." 

In those days the Holy Spirit was present 
in rich effusion in the Churches, and the result 
was that the early Christians were filled with 
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love to the law of the Lord, and delighted in 
acts of brotherly kindness and charity. 

But ought it not to be so at all times ? Is 
not the Spirit given to abide with us for ever, 
and should we not be making the same effort 
as the Christians of old did to maintain the 
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace? 

We greatly fear that our Lord's new com- 
mandment has not that place in the hearts of 
His people in these times which it ought to 
have. There is indeed much to be thankful 
for. The Gospel is widely preached ; religious 
knowledge is being rapidly increased ; and many 
pious persons are devoting themselves to works 
of true philanthropy ; but notwithstanding this, 
there is room for a large increase of brotherly 
love. 

There are divisions amongst us which cannot 
be justified ; there is a disposition to disr^ard 
each other's feelings, and to ignore each other's 
efibrts in the cause of religion, which is incon- 
sistent with the spirit of the Gospel. There 
are religious men who are too obviously loveis 
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of their ownselves, when a very slight attention 
to the precepts of Christianity would teach 
them that in lowliness of mind each should 
esteem others better than themselves. Hence, 
men give an undue prominence to their own 
views and plans, which is unbecoming in itself, 
and which certainly does not fulfil the law of 
Christ. 

Whilst we testify of the world that the deeds 
thereof are evil, may not the world retaliate 
upon us, and ask for that brotherly love which 
forms the subject of our Lord's new command- 
ment, and which is so solemnly enjoined on all 
His faithful followers ? 

Ill, Our Lord gives His own example as 
the standard to be aimed at in keeping this 
comman dment , 

He says, " As I have loved you, that ye 
also love one another." How wonderful is 
this I He reminds us of His love to us ; and 
if our weak hearts rebel, and our manifold 
infirmities tempt us to some breach of this 
commandment, He bids u6 remember His agon.^ 
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and bloody sweat, His cross and passion. His 
precious death and burial, and to realize that 
these sufferings were all for us, — that He was 
wounded for our transgressions and bruised 
for our iniquities ; and then to ask ourselves 
if any sacrifice is too great in order to testify 
our gratitude to Him by loving those who 
believe and trust in Him. 

Yes, brethren. He expects you to love them, 
and to love them fredy. Such was His love 
to you : it was of His own free grace, irre- 
spective of any merit on your part. What 
if some religious men are deficient in natural 
gifts and acquirements that would make them 
more agreeable to you? Should this inter- 
fere with your honouring and loving them for 
Christ's sake ? Are they men of faith and 
prayer, consistent in their lives, and anxious 
to do the will of God ? If so, they are the 
Lord's, and are entitled to your brotherly- 
kindness and charity. 

We must not only love them, but do so with 
patience and long-suffering. Such ever has 
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been His love to us, and to all His people. 
He has borne with our stubborn wills, and 
unbelieving doubts and fears. He has had 
compassion on our infirmities, and has remem- 
bered that we are but dust. He bids us 
extend the like indulgence towards others, — 
to bear with their infirmities and shortcomings, 
and to love them for His sake. 

And as His love to His people is imchange- 
able, so He would have our love towards each 
other to be constant and enduring. We read 
of Him, that " having loved His own that 
were in the world. He loved them unto the 
end." Our great High Priest has ever done 
80. He bears His people on His breastplate, 
and loves them with an unchanging love. 

He would have us to do the same, and thus 
to reflect His image, and prove ourselves to 
be His. 

Nor is it possible to conceive an argument 
more truly calculated to enforce the observance 
of this new commandment than that which is 
embodied in these words, "As I have loved you," 
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As I have loved you! What heart can 
conceive, what tongae can utter all that is 
here expressed ? It reminds us of His amazing 
love in coming into this world to seek and to 
save us who were lost. It brings Him before 
us in those sacred relationships in which He 
has been pleased to reveal Himself, — as the 
Friend who sticketh closer than a brother; 
as the good Shepherd who laid down His life 
for the sheep ; as our loving and compassionate 
Saviour; as our merciful and all-prevailing 
Advocate with the Father. 

Think of Him, beloved brethren, in these 
gracious and endearing relationships, and re- 
member that He has said, ^' A new command- 
ment give I unto you, that ye love one another ; 
08 / have loved you, that ye also love one 
another.^ 

rV. Our Lord further reveals to us the end 
for wjiich this commandment is given. 

He adds, *' Hereby shall all men know that 
ye are my disciples, if ye have love one towards 
another," 
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This clearly implies that it is not only as a 
test of sincerity that this commandment is to 
be observed, but as an outward and visible 
sign, whereby Christ's faithful servants may 
be known. 

In this sense the commandment may be 
strictly described as new, for it has been well 
observed that it never before constituted the 
badge or distinction of any class of men. The 
Jews were known by the observance of certain 
external rites ; the various schools of philoso- 
phy had their peculiar and distinctive dogmas, 
but the true followers of Christ are to be 
known by no external rite or badge, by no 
exceptional advantages of wealth or learning, 
but by constant and undeviating attachment to 
each other. This principle of brotherly love, 
exercised simply for Christ's sake, must sur- 
mount all distinctions of country, sect, or party. 

Thus our Lord enjoins it on His people to 
be ever ready to befriend each other, to study 
each other's interests, and to make constant 
sacrifices to promote each other's welfare. It 
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seems, moreover, to be His will that this unity 
and brotherly love shall be continually blest to 
others. This is clearly implied in the prayer 
which He ofiFered for His own, where He asks 
** that they all may be one, as Thou, Father 
art in me, and I in Thee, that they also ma}' 
be one in us, that the world may believe that 
Thou hast sent m«." 

The union here referred to is, no doubt, 
spiritual and invisible, but it is inseparably 
linked with the outward evidence of brotherly 
love ; and it is worthy of serious consideration, 
whether those who are so laudably anxious to 
promote the conversion of the world have given 
sufficient attention to this mutual love among 
themselves. 

If the Lord has ordained that the conver- 
sion of sinners shall be connected with and 
promoted by the brotherly love and unity of 
His people, it gives unspeakable importance 
to every efifort that can be made to build up 
His people in their most holy faith, to heal all 
unnecessary divisions, and to promote the con- 
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stant exercise of mutual kindness and good- 
will. 

It was so in the primitive age. Early his- 
torians tell us that such was the holy and 
happy state of the first followers of Christ, 
that the heathen were wont to exclaim, *' Be- 
hold how these Christians love one another!" 
Then, indeed, the word of the Lord had free 
course and was glorified, and, notwithstanding 
terrible and repeated persecutions, Christianity 
spread with amazing rapidity throughout the 
world ; then the wilderness and the solitary 
place was made glad, and the desert did rejoice 
and blossom as the rose. 

Similar instances may be given from later 
times, which were also followed by similar 
results. Why should it not always be so ? 
Why should not all who love our Lord Jesus 
Christ in sincerity be determined to give their 
most earnest and prayerful attention to this 
commandment ? 

We may all do something to promote this 
object. We cannot, indeed, command l\i<^ 
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presence of the Spirit of love, but we may 
seek His influences by prayer, and we may do 
much to avoid those divisions which grieve the 
Spirit of God, and hinder the progress of true 
religion. 

We may thus strengthen the weak and call 
forth our own graces and those of our fellow- 
Christians. ^' Only remove from the aflfections," 
says a distinguished writer, '* all dr^^ of ma- 
lignity, all chills of apathy, all suspicions, all 
indiscretions, all errors in matters of fiBLct, and 
all oppositions of interest, and how brightly 
would they bum."* 

They would bum brightly indeed, and Christ's 
people would be the very light of the world and 
the salt of the earth, and those around them 
would be constrained once more to say, ** Be- 
hold, how these Christians love one another.'' 

Whatever may be thought of this duty now, 
there is a time approaching when its vast 
importance will be manifest to all, — the time 
to which our Lord refers when he says, " Who- 

* The Author of the " ^a.t\iraL History of Enthusiasm." 



The New ComTnand/menU 181 

soever therefore shall break one of these least 
cominandnients and shall teach men so, he 
shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven ; 
but whosoever shall do and teach them, the 
same shall be called great in the kingdom of 
heaven.*' 

But this is not one of the least, — it is one 
of the greatest commandments ; it is the new 
commandnient given by the Lord Jesus, the 
Author and Finisher of our faith. 

May we be enabled duly to realize its im- 
portance, and may the Lord Himself graciously 
incline our hearts to keep this new command- 
ment of the Law 1 

Would you, beloved brethren, secure the 
great end of human life, — the glory of your 
God and Saviour? Let this commandment 
be engraven in your memories, and be ever 
present to your thoughts. Be assured of this. 
He is dishonoured by the strifes and divisions, 
the envyings and jealousies, which prevail 
amongst professing Christians, but He is glori- 
fied in their obedience to His holy will, and in 
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that unity and brotherly love which must pro- 
ceed from the keeping of His conamandments. 

Let it be your constant desire and prayer 
so to do, that you may make it manifest to 
all men that you are of those concerning 
whom our great High Priest has said, '' All 
mine are thine, and thine are mine, and I 
am glorified in them." 

Has the love of Christ constrained you to 
think of others, and to desire to promote their 
everlasting welfare ? This cannot be accom- 
plished by any mere human effort, but only 
through His blessing who has said, " Not by 
might nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith 
the Lord of hosts." We must then act in har- 
mony with His will if we expect to be the 
honoured instruments of turning others unto 
righteousness ; and we shall find that every- 
thing that can be done to promote the unity 
of professing Christians will be conducive to 
the conversion of those around us. It must 
be so, for our calling is to be the light of 
the world and the salt of the earth; and the 
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Lord Jesus has prayed concerning us, " That 
they all may be one, as Thou, Father, art in 
me, and I in Thee, that they also may be one 
in us, that the world may believe that Thou 
hast sent me." 

We live in remarkable times, when many 
wise and good men think that the coming of 
the Lord draweth nigh. Would you be pre- 
pared for that blessed event, that glorious 
appearing ? Seek an increase of this grace of 
love, love to your God and Saviour, and love to 
all who are Christ's faithful servants. There 
can be no surer way of becoming meet for the 
kingdom which shall then be revealed. St. Paul 
evidently felt this, and would impress it upon 
us, when he records the prayer which he offered 
for the Thessalonian Christians, "The Lord 
make you to increase and abound in love one 
towards another, and towards all men, even as 
we do towards you, to the end He may establish 
your hearts unblameable in holiness before God, 
even the Father, at the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ with all His saints," 
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SEEMON X. 

THE lord's supper. 

1 Cor. zL 26. ^For as often as ye eat this bread and 
drink this cup, ye do show the Lord*8 death until He 
come." 

Our Church has taught us to consider that a 
sacrament is ^^ an outward and visible sign of 
an inward and spiritual grace given unto us, 
ordained by Christ Himself. ^^ 

This is essentially necessary in order to 
constitute a sacrament; and no ordinance of 
the Christian Church, however excellent it may 
be, is entitled to be thus considered, unless it 
can be proved to have been ordained by Christ 
Himself. When tried by this test, five of the 
seven sacraments of the Church of Eome must 
be rejected, for no proof can be adduced of 
their having been instituted by our Lord. 
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K is not so, however, with respect to Bap- 
tism and the Lord's Supper; and it is im- 
portant to observe the great care taken on this 
point in reference to these holy sacraments. 
The institution of the Lord's Supper is recorded 
by three of the four Evangelists. They nar- 
rate the impressive circumstances of the occa- 
sion, — the fact of our Lord being seated at 
table with the Twelve, and the gracious words 
which proceeded from His lips, when He took 
the elements of bread and wine, and blessed 
them, and gave them to the disciples, com- 
manding them to do this thing in remem- 
brance of Him. 

Thus we possess the fullest evidence that 
the Lord's Supper was ordained by Christ 
Himself, and that its observance was enjoined 
by Him upon His followers in all ages. 

This, however, is not all. When this sacra- 
ment was instituted, there was one who was 
afterwards called to the high and holy oflSce 
of an Apostle who was not present. St. Paul 
was then in ignorance and unbelief, but when 
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it pleased God to call Him by His graco^ to 
reveal His dear Son in Him, and to appoint 
him the Apostle to the Gentiles, he was not 
left to receive the knowledge of this sacrament 
from others, for it evidently formed the sub- 
ject of one of those communications which he 
received directly from the Lord Himsell 

In the verses preceding the text he says^ 
*' I have received of the Lord that which also 
I delivered unto you, that the Lord Jesus the 
same night in which He was betrayed took 
bread : And when He had given thanks^ He 
brake it, and said, Take, eat ; this is my body, 
which is broken for you: this do in remem- 
brance of me. After the same manner, also, 
He took the cup when He had supped, saying, 
This cup is the New Testament in my blood: 
this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remem- 
brance of me." 

How deeply impressive is this statement! 
The original institution of the ordinance is 
clearly and forcibly described, the command to 
observe it is distinctly stated, and the primary 
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object in view is emphatically repeated, — *^ This 
do in remembrance of me." 

And as if the Apostle would guard us against 
error, and give us further light on the true 
object and design of this act of pious obedience 
and grateful commemoration, he adds, *^ For 
as often as ye eat this bread and drink this 
cup, ye do show the Lord's death until He 
come.'* 

In seeking to impress these words upon 
your minds, and to illustrate the great truth 
which they contain, I observe, — 

I. That in this holy sacrament we show 
the fact of our Lord^a death imtil He come. 

That the promised Messiah should die was 
one of those things so clearly revealed in the 
Old Testament Scriptures, that it is diflScult 
to understand how it was overlooked by the 
Jews. It was distinctly foretold that Messiah 
should be ^^ cut off out of the land of the 
living;" that ** His soul should be made an 
offering for sin;" that " He should make His 
grave with the wicked and* with the rich in 
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His death;" and that He should '^ pour out 
His soul unto death." 

In order, then, to fulfil these and similar 
prophecies, it was absolutely necessary that 
Messiah should die ; and whilst the Jews were 
blind to this fact, they were themselves instru- 
mental in accomplishing it, when they cruci- 
fied the Lord of glory. 

Viewed simply in this light, it must be 
admitted that our Lord's death is an event of 
paramount importance ; and the compilers of 
that good confession called the Apostles' Creed 
evidently felt it to be so, when, with so much 
wisdom and perspicuity, they taught us to 
acknowledge our faith in Jesus Christ, the 
only-begotten Son of God ....*' who suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried." 

It is said, that when certain Eomish mis- 
sionaries preached " the Gospel " to the hea- 
then, they concealed the fact of our Lord's 
death, lest so ignominious an event befalling 
the founder of the Christian faith should pre- 
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judice them against it. So do not we : the 
death of Christ forms the centre of our system. 
We glory in it. Yea, ** God forbid that we 
should glory save in the cross of our Lord 
Jesus Christ:" and we testify that it was thus 
the Seed of the woman bruised the serpent's 
head ; and that, " forasmuch as we are partakers 
of flesh and blood. He also Himself likewise 
took part of the same ; that through death He 
might destroy him that had the power of 
death, that is the devil ; and deliver them who 
through fear of death were all their lifetime 
subject to bondage," 

When we, therefore, approach the table of 
our Lord, we proclaim the great fact of His 
death ; and when our children ask us. What 
mean ye by this service ? we answer, that " He 
who was in the form of God, and thought it 
not robbery to be equal with God, made Him- 
self of no reputation, and took upon Him the 
form of a servant, and was made in the like- 
ness of men ; and being foimd in fashion as a 
man, He humbled Himself and became obe- 
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dient unto death, even the death of the cross:" 
and that, in obedience to His command, and 
in common with His people in all ages, and 
in every branch of His Church on earth, we 
eat this bread and drink this cup in remem- 
brance of His death until He come. 

II. In this solemn act of commemoration 
we show the great purpose of our Lord'& 
death. 

It is an historical fact that our Lord Jesus 
Christ suffered under Pontius Pilate, waa cru- 
cified, dead, and buried, — that by wicked hands 
he was crucified and slain ;. but it is also true 
that this was wholly voluntary on his part. 

Death is the wages of sin, but he knew no 
sin, and therefore he needed not to die. This 
He expressed when He said, " Therefore doth 
my Father love me, because I lay down my 
life that I might take it again: — No man 
taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself : — 
I have power to lay it down and I have power 
to take it again." 

Why then did the blessed Jesus die ? He 
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died as our substitute and surety, — He died 
for our sins, — He bore our sins in His own 
body on the tree. By His death upon the 
cross He rendered perfect satisfaction to the Law 
of Grod, finished transgression, made an end of 
sin, and brought in everlasting righteousness. 

This is well expressed in the Communion 
Service of our Church, where the Prayer of 
Consecration thus begins, " Almighty God, our 
heavenly Father, who of thy tender mercy didst 
give thine only Son Jesus Christ to suffer death 
upon the cross for our redemption ; who made 
there (by His one oblation of Himself once 
offered) a full, perfect, and suflScient sacrifice, 
oblation, and satisfaction, for the sins of the 
whole world." This language is clear and 
definite, and doe§ not leave us in doubt as 
to the views entertained by our Eeformers 
on this subject. We cordially subscribe to 
them as true and scriptural ; and when we draw 
near to the Lord's Table to commemorate 
this one great sacrifice and offering which 
was made upon the cross, we virtually testify 
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and declare that there is no other sacrifice for 
sins. 

We shudder to contemplate the pretensions 
put forth on this subject by the Church of 
Some. She claims for her priesthood the 
power to change the elements of bread and 
wine into the body, soul, and divinity of our 
Lord Jesus Christ ; and she affirms that in the 
Mass there is a propitiatory sacrifice for the 
living and the dead. 

Our Church has happily taught us to reject 
these unscriptural pretensions as " blasphemous 
fables and dangerous deceits ;" and in reference 
to this holy Sacrament, she has warned us to 
take heed, " lest of a memory it be made a sacri- 
fice ; lest of a communion it be made a private 
eating ; lest of two parts we have but one ; lest, 
applying it for the dead, we lose the fruits that 
be alive. Let us rather," she adds, *' do that in 
the Lord's commemoration which He Himself 
commanded, and His Apostles confirmed."* 

* See Homilies ; first part of the Sermon concemiog 
the Sacrament. 
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This is godly counsel^ and to this the faithful 
sons and daughters of the Church of England 
will do well to take heed, and to testify unto 
all men that in this act of holy Communion 
they show forth the grand purpose of the Savi- 
our's death, and commemorate not an imperfect 
but a perfect sacrifice, — a sacrifice through 
which we all have access to the throne of grace, 
and by which He hath perfected for ever them 
that are sanctified. 

Beloved brethren, think on these things, and 
as you take into your hands the memorials of 
your blessed Saviour's broken body and shed 
blood, remember that " He was wounded for 
your transgressions, and bruised for your 
iniquities." 

It was one of the remarkable ordinances of 
the day of atonement, that whosoever did not 
afflict his soul was to be cut off from amongst 
his people. Let us then look on Him whom 
we have pierced and mourn; and whilst we 
realize a full sense of pardon and acceptance, 
let us cherish that godly sorrow for sin, which 

O 
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worketh repentance to salvation that needeth 
not to be repented of. 

So shall we be meet partakers of those holy 
mysteries, and enabled always to remember 
the exceeding great love of our Master and 
only Saviour, Jesus Christ, thus dying for us, 
and the innumerable benefits which by His 
precious blood-shedding He hath obtained 
for us. 

III. In the Lord's Supper we show our con- 
stant depeiidence on the Lord's death. 

The Gospel calls us to believe in Christ, that 
we may be pardoned and accepted for His sake; 
but it does more than this, it calls us to live 
by feith in Him. This must be our constant 
endeavour, our daily and hourly exercise. It 
is in Him, and not in us, that all fulness dwdls ; 
and it is by faith that we receive of that ful- 
ness even grace for grace. 

When discoursing with His disciples on this 
subject, our Lord was pleased to describe the 
constant exercise of faith in Him as eating 
His flesh and drinking His blood. He said 
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unto them, "I am the living bread which 
came down from heaven ; if any man eat of 
this bread he shall live for ever ; and the bread 
that I will give is my flesh, which I will give 
for the life of the world." 

These words were spoken before the Lord's 
Supper was instituted, and had therefore no 
direct reference to that holy sacrament, but 
they forcibly describe the constant dependence 
of the believer on the Saviour, and ever point 
us to that source from whence alone true grace 
and strength can be derived. 

But in the Lord's Supper we use certain 
outward and visible signs, by which we show 
unto all men that we lean upon an unseen 
Saviour, that we trust in His great atonement, 
and that we look for life only in His death, 
ever waiting upon Him in this ordinance of 
His own appointment, that we may receive 
those quickening influences of the Spirit which 
He died to purchase, and is exalted to bestow. 

And let not any one suppose that his faith 
is so firm, and his trust so perfect, that he 
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needs not the help of this holy sacrament. 
If it had been unnecessary^ our Lord would 
not have instituted and ordained it. It is the 
table which He has prepared for us in the 
presence of our enemies, and He would have 
us to prize it as such, remembering that He 
has in all ages met with and blessed His dear 
people there, — strengthening them in weak- 
ness, comforting them in sorrow, dispelling 
their fears, and filling them with all joy and 
peace in believing. 

In remonstrating with those who live in the 
habitual neglect of this ordinance, it is painful 
to be told, as we often are, that the duty is 
clear, but that the cares of this life, with its 
bustle and anxieties, so burden and distract the 
mind that the observance of it must be put 
oflF till a more convenient season. Is it thus 
that men act with regard to the life that now 
is ? Do they postpone the partaking of their 
daily bread until the fatigues and anxieties of 
the day are over? Do they not rather eat 
their daily food in order that they may 



The LorWs Suj/per. 1 97 

be strengthened fqr the discharge of their 
duties, and saved from sinking under their 
burdens ? 

Why should they act so diflferently in regard 
to spiritual things? The Lord's Supper is 
not intended for angels, but for men, — for 
men who are compassed about with infirmity, 
having fallen wills to subdue, and evil passions 
to restrain, and who continually stand in need 
of the strength communicated to those who 
rightly receive this holy sacrament, that they 
may be enabled to fight the good fight of faith, 
and to lay hold on eternal life. 

IV. At the table of the Lord we show 
forth our thankfulness for the Lord's death. 

The Lord's Supper is pre-eminently a sacri- 
fice of praise and thanksgiving ; and whilst it 
becomes us to draw near with true penitent 
hearts for our manifold sins and wickedness, 
yet are we to give most humble and hearty 
thanks for the redemption of the world by our 
Lord Jesus Christ, and for the inestimable 
benefits which flow to us thereby. 
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This is expressed in the, name ^ Eucharist,^ 
by which the Lord's Snpper is firequently de- 
scribed ; and which, although it is not found 
in the Scriptures, nor in our Book of Common 
Prayer, is nevertheless expressive in itself, and 
was early used in the Christian Church. 

" This title of Eucharist," says a recent 
writer on this subject, " was very early given 
to the sacrament, and it wituesses strongly 
against the idea that in the Lord's Supper 
there is any repetition of the sacrifice once 
oflFered upon the cross. In the sacrament, we 
render thanks for the benefits of a sacrifice of 
which we are now partakers. We have not to 
propitiate God, but to rejoice in the know- 
ledge that He is propitiated. The blood of 
Jesus Christ once shed cleanseth from all sin. 
We are called, then, as often as we come toge- 
ther to break bread, to join in that oflFering of 
praise with which St. John commences the 
Book of Eevelation : ^ Unto Him that loved 
us, and washed us from our sins in His own 
bloody and hath made us kings and priests 
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unto God and His Father; to Him be glory 
and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.'"* 

It is in this spirit of gratitude and praise 
that we should at all times approach the Lord's 
table, calling to our remembrance the innu- 
merable blessings which flow to us from the 
death of our Lord and Saviour. 

The devout communicant will ever say, as the 
Psahnist said, " What shall I render unto the 
Lord for all His benefits towards me?" And 
feeling with the sweet singer of Israel that he 
has nothing of his own to oflFer, he will add, " I 
will take the cup of salvation, and call upon the 
name of the Lord : I will pay my vows imto the 
Lord now, in the presence of all His people." 

If this were duly realized, it must surely 
add greatly to the number of our commu- 
nicants. We cannot believe that all who ab- 
sent themselves from this holy sacrament are 
imgrateful for the blessings of redemption, — 
unthankful for that amazing love manifested 
towards us in the death of our divine Redeemer. 

♦ Wolfe's "Sermons on the Lord's Sm^^t" -^^ \\^. 
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Consider the subject in this light, beloved 
brethren, — think of the love of Christ, of the 
boundless compassion which brought Him to 
this £dlen world, and the sympathy which He 
showed for our lost and ruined race ! Think 
of the tears which He wept, the groans which 
He uttered, the contradiction of sinners against 
Himself which He endured, the last bitter cup 
which He drank, and the cruel and ignomi- 
nious death which He died ! Think on these 
things, and ask yourselves if you can any longer 
withhold the feeble tribute of your gratitude 
and praise by absenting yourselves from His 
table, and n^lecting to do this thing in re- 
membrance of Him. 

Such is the holy sacrament of Christ's body 
and blood, and it becomes us to take heed that 
we observe it in the simplicity of its original 
institution, following the example of the early 
Christians who continued steadfastly in the 
Apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in break- 
ing of bread and in prayers. In those days 
there were no priestly garments, no altars, no 
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incense^ no blasphemous pretensions of power 
to convert the bread and • wine into the body, 
soul, and divinity of our Lord Jesus Christ, — 
but the thankful remembrance of an absent 
Saviour, and the devout commemoration of his 
death upon the cross. 

And if any man shall say that we regard the 
Lord's Supper merely as an act of obedience, 
an outward expression of our faith in Christ 
and nothing more, we answer that, on the 
contrary, we believe it to be the outward and 
visible sign of an inward and spiritual grace, 
and we look for the presence of our Lord, not 
indeed in the elements of bread and wine, but 
in the inward experience of those who feed on 
Him in their hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 
We expect to have our repentance deepened, 
our faith strengthened, and our love increased, 
and to receive through the operation of His 
Spirit grace and power to fulfil the will of 
God, aiid to accomplish what He would have 
done. 

When we thus think of the Table of the 
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Lord, and remember that it has been a source 
of joy and strength to His people in all ages, we 
cannot but reiterate the expression of our sor- 
row that so many who profess and call them- 
selves Christians should live in the neglect of 
this sacred ordinance. 

How is it possible to justify this? Our 
Lord has said, " If ye love me keep my com- 
mandments;" but here is a command which 
they habitually neglect. He has said, *'Thi8 
do in remembrance of me;" but they do it 
not. Is this reasonable or right? Is it be- 
coming in any who bear the Christian name ? 

We wish no man to partake raslily of this 
holy sacrament. We would have all men to 
examine themselves whether they be in the 
faith, to prove their own selves. We would 
have them to be inwardly assured of their 
repentance towards God and their faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, for without these graces 
there is no true religion, no conversion of the 
heart, and no preparation for an act of holy 
communion with Grod. But when men have 



The Lord's Supper. 203 

experienced true repentance for sin, and are 
humbly trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ as 
their Saviour, we pronounce them to be fit and 
acceptable guests for the Table of the Lord, and 
we say to them, Come, for all things are now 
ready ; come, and eat of the living bread ; 
come, and partake of the hidden manna ; come, 
and drink of the pure river of the water of life 
freely. 

And you, beloved brethren, who are regular 
and devout communicants, how high and holy 
are your privil^es ! Your fellowship is with 
the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ, and 
your communion is with the holy Church through- 
out all the world, with all who love our Lord 
Jesus Christ in sincerity and live by faith in 
Him ; we " being many are one bread and one 
body; for we are all partakers of that one 

bread." 

Continue, I beseech you, to approach the 
Table of our Lord in Christian simplicity, with 
humility and self-abasement, with gratitude 
and love, accompanying this act of sacred com- 
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memoration with effectual fervent prayer for 
your fellow ChriBtians throughout all the world, 
and with thank-offerings to be devoted to the 
glory of God and for the relief of the poor and 
needy; so shall the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ be glorified in you and ye in Him ; and 
the communion which ye enjoy on earth shall 
prove the foretaste of that which awaits you in 
the Kingdom of Grod, when you shall no more 
conmiemorate the death of an absent Saviour, 
but rejoice in the presence of the Lamb that 
was slain, and see His face and have His name 
written in your foreheads. 
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SERMON XL 

A CONSCIENCE VOID OP OFFENCE. 

AcUy xxiv. 16. " And herein do I exercise myself to 
have always a conscience void of offence toward Gtod 
and toward men." 

It is the divine purpose to save the fallen sons 
of men through the instrumentality of faith. 
Why it is so we may not venture to affirm, but 
the fact itself is clearly revealed. It is so in 
such passages as these : " The just shall live by 
his faith;" "Without faith it is impossible to 
please Grod ; " *' By grace are ye saved through 
faith, and that not of yourselves ; it is the gift 
of God." 

These statements are clear indeed ; and yet 
there is perhaps no truth which has been more 
perverted, and none which the human mind 
has been more disposed to reject. 
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Tell the self-righteous man that he must be 
saved by faith, and he immediately rejoins that 
obedience is then of little importance, and that 
good works must be wholly unnecessary. 

How strange is this perversion, and what 
blindness does it indicate to the divine plan of 
salvation I 

True faith is not an inoperative principle. 
It is indeed the chosen means for our accept- 
ance with God; but it is also the appointed 
means for purifying the heart, for renewing 
the mind, and for making us fruitful in every 
good work. 

The Church of England has expressed her- 
self with great clearness on this subject. In 
her eleventh article she says, "We are ac- 
counted righteous before God, only for the 
merit of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, by 
faith, and not for our own works or deservings ;" 
and in her twelfth article she not less clearly 
affirms, that '^ Good works are . pleasing and 
acceptable to God in Christ, and do spring 
out necessarily of a true and lively faith ; in- 
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somuch that by them a lively faith may be 
as evidcDtly known as a tree discerned by the 

fruit-" 

The personal experience of St. Paul strik- 
ingly illustrates these great truths. As re- 
garded his acceptance with God, it was his 
grand desire to win Christ, and to be found in 
Him, not having his own righteousness, which 
is of the law, but that which is through the 
fiaith of Christ, the righteousness which is of 
God by faith; but, as regarded his growth in 
grace, it was not less the constant subject of his 
desire and prayers to know Him, and the power 
of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His 
suflFerings, being made conformable unto His 
death. 

None have excelled St. Paul in zeal for 
the glory of God, or in labours for the sal- 
vation of souls ; but whilst thus engaged he 
did not forget to take heed unto himself as 
well as to the doctrine which he taught. He 
says, *' I keep under my body and bring it into 
subjection; lest that, by any means, when I 
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have preached to others, I myself should be a 
cast-away." 

A further instance of his unceasing care to 
regulate and control the moral feelings is 
aflForded us in the passage before us. He is 
here described to us as on his trial before Felix, 
accused of being a pestilent fellow, a mover of 
sedition, and a ringleader of the sect of the 
Nazarenes. 

With what calmness and self-possession does 
he answer these false accusations, adding, with 
holy boldness, " This 1 confess unto thee, that 
after the way which they call heresy, so wor- 
ship I the God of my fathers, believing all 
things that are written in the law, and in the 
prophets." And then, as if he would have all 
men know the practical eflFect of that faith 
which he proclaimed, and for which he was an 
ambassador in bonds, he says, *^ And herein do 
I" exercise myself to have always a conscience 
void of offence toward God and toward men." 

Happy man ! May we have grace to follow 
him a§ he followed Christ, and to cultivate a 
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state of mind which should be the unceasing 
aim of all who profess and call themselves 
Christians ! 

In addressing you on this subject, I purpose 
to point out certain mistakes which exist re- 
specting it, and then to consider what it is that 
constitutes a conscience void of oflFence. 

I. There are certain states of mind which 
may be mistaken for a conscience void of 
offence. 

It has been wisely said that the office of 
conscience is to testify to every man the qua- 
lity of his actions, and to enable him to regulate 
his conduct agreeably to some standard of right 
or wrong. 

Accepting this definition, and acknowledg- 
ing the conscience to be a monitor which the 
Creator has implanted within us, the testimony 
of which is of great importance, irrespective of 
knowledge derived from external sources, it will 
at the same time be admitted that its verdict 
will be more or less right only in proportion 
as the mind is instructed in moral truth. 
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Hence the importance of being acquainted 
with that code of morals which Almighty God 
has revealed to us, and of acknowledging His 
Word to be the sole standard of our fidth and 
duty. 

Without this, we may mistake an v/nenr 
lightened conscience for a conscience void of 
offence. Such a conscience may, indeed^ faith- 
fully testify against many things which are 
wrong ; but, so long as its r^ulating principle 
is defective or erroneous, it cannot be depended 
on. 

The rules and maTn'Tna of the world may in 
many instances be right and proper, but they 
do not form a safe guide for the conscience. 
A man may imagine that he maintains a good 
conscience whilst he indulges freely in the love 
of the world, with its vanities and pleasures, 
but it is because he ignores the divine conif« 
mand, " Love not the world, neither the 
things which are in the world ; if any man 
love the world, the love of the Father is not 
in him." 
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It is not uncommon to hear men of the world 
express a becoming abhorrence of sins which 
are forbidden by the seventh and eighth com- 
mandments^ whilst they do not scruple to in- 
dulge in practices which are as clearly for- 
bidden by the third and fourth. In such cases 
the conscience is imenlightened, and whilst its 
testimony is valuable so far as it goes, it does 
not form a safe guide to those who possess a 
divine revelation, and whose actions will be 
judged hereafter, not by the law of nature or 
the usage of society, but by the law of God. 

We may also mistake a dormant conscience 
for a conscience void of ofiFence. There are, 
unhappily, persons whose object seems to be 
to think as little as possible on subjects con- 
nected with revealed religion. They are good 
neighbours, and inofiFensive members of society, 
but being fully engrossed with the cares, or 
business, or pleasures of this life, they have left 
themselves no time, and perhaps think that 
they have no need for searching the Scriptures, 
and attending to the momentous interests o€ 
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the world to come. They seek to pass as 
smoothly as possible down the stream of life, 
and carefully avoid subjects which might 
awaken the conscience, and disturb their 
imaginary peace. We have often seen persons 
in this frame of mind visited by afflictive dis- 
pensations, which were obviously designed to 
lead them to reflection and prayer ; but, alas 
no such result has followed. Their trials have 
produced no other effect than to lead them to 
endeavour, by change of scene and other such 
means, to shake off as soon as possible the 
remembrance of their sorrows. 

Such are the fruits of a dormant conscience, 
and of persons in this state of mind, that we may 
truly say, " Lord, when Thy hand is lifted up 
they will not see. . . ." " Thou hast smitten 
them, and they have not grieved; Thou hast 
consumed them, but they have refused to re- 
ceive correction." 

There is also such a thing as a seared con- 

^|j||. and even this may be mistaken for a 

^^^^^■pe void of offence. 
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It is said that there have been men who 
have persevered in stating felsehoods till they 
beUeved them to be true, and we must all have 
observed how certain persons will advocate an 
erroneous system of reKgion, with a measure of 
zeal and self-denial, which seems to indicate a 
belief in its truth. 

To such St. Paul evidently refers when, de- 
scribing the apostasy of the latter times, he 
tells us that men shall arise " speaking lies in 
hypocrisy, having their conscience seared with 
a hot iron." The expression is remarkable, 
and it was apparently intended to warn us that 
perseverance in error must produce a like effect 
upon the mind that cauterizing does upon 
the body, and conscience, which was designed 
to be a faithful monitor, ceases to bear its 
testimony, and becomes seared as with a hot 
iron. 

These are mistakes which may be made, nay, 
which have been made, and we must not 
ignore them, but be on our guard against them 
if we would attain to that happy fram.e o£ xsAxA 
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described in the text, — a conscience void of 
offence toward God and toward men. 

II. We proceed to inquire wherein it is that 
a conscience void of offence may be said to 
consist. 

This inquiry can only be successfdlly pursued 
in the light of revealed religion. We cannot 
place ourselves in the position of those who 
are without a Divine Revelation^ nor of those 
who would ignore that Revelation in questions 
relating to the moral feelings and perceptions. 

If we would attain to a conscience void of 
offence^ the Bible clearly teaches that the first 
step towards it is the awakening of the con- 
science. 

" Conscience," says a distinguished writer, 
^^ seems to hold a place among the moral 
powers, analogous to that which reason holds 
among the intellectual;" and although in its 
natural condition its province appears tx) be to 
convey to us a certain conviction of what is 
morally right or wrong, independently of any 
acquired knowledge, yet viewed in connection 
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with the great work of man's renewal in right- 
eousness^ it is needful that the conscience be 
awakened to perceive the infinite holiness of 
Almighty God, the spirituality of His Law, 
and the fiEillen and sinful state of man. 

This can only be attained through the in- 
strumentality of the word, accompanied by the 
enlightening influences of the Holy Spirit, — 
influences which are promised to give us repent- 
ance of sin, and to lead us into all truth. The 
Psalmist truly says, "The entrance of Thy 
word giveth light, it giveth imderstanding to 
the simple ; " and again, " The Law of the Lord 
is perfect, converting the soul." 

Whilst his conscience was unawakened, and 
therefore unenlightened, Saul of Tarsus perse- 
cuted the early Christians, and thought that he 
ought to do many things contraiy to the name 
of Jesus of Nazareth, but with an awakened and 
enlightened conscience he fell prostrate before 
the same divine Saviour, and convinced of his 
error said, *' Lord, what wilt thou have me to 
do?" 
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In His parable of the Pharisee and the 
Publican, our Lord contrasts the unawakened 
with the awakened conscience. In the former 
state of mind the pharisee exclaimed^ " God, I 
thank thee that I am not as other men are ;" in 
the latter, the publican smites upon his breast, 
saying, ** God be merciful to me a sinner." 

Such awakening must precede the attainment 
of a conscience void of offence. We must see 
the moral perfections of the Most High, and 
the exalted purity of His Law ; and we must 
acknowledge and confess that *^ we have erred 
and strayed from His ways like lost sheep, and 
that there is no health in us." 

But the conscience thus awakened must be 
cleansed from its sense of guilt in the presence 
of an infinitely pure and holy God. How is 
this to be done ? No human means can effect 
it; no system of philosophy can so much as 
direct us how to obtain it. It is here that 
Revelation comes to our aid. It makes known 
to us the great atonement, propitiation, and 
/satisfaction which our blessed Bedeemer has 
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offered for us upon the cross, and it invites us 
to "Behold the Lamb of God which taketh 
away the sin of the world." 

Many persons have suflFered long and deeply 
from the terrors of an awakened conscience. 
They have been convinced of sin, and have 
experienced godly sorrow on accoimt of it ; they 
have reformed their habits, and turned them to 
the practice of many things more agreeable to 
the wilj. of Grod, but still the conscience has re- 
mained uneasy and disturbed by the heavy 
burden of unforgiven sin, and in suclj a state 
of mind it is impossible that true peace can be 
enjoyed. 

But Christ is himself our peace, and he has 
preached the peace He so dearly purchased to 
them that are afar off and to them that are 
nigh. It is when we receive and rest in Him, — 
when the heart believeth unto righteousness, 
and we are enabled to cast our care on Him who 
careth for us, — it is then that the conscience 
ceaseth to accuse, because His precious blood 
cleanseth from all sin, and " Being justified by 
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faith we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ." 

This is the true cleansing of the conscience ; 
and on this the Apostle elsewhere reasons with 
much power when he says, "If the blood of 
bulls and of goats^ and the ashes of an heifer 
sprinkling the unclean^ sanctifieth to the puri* 
fying of the flesh; how much more shall the 
blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit 
offered himself without spot unto God, purge 
your conscience from dead works to serve the 
living God." 

And again he says, ** Having, therefore, breth- 
ren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the 
blood of Jesus, by a new and living way which 
he hath consecrated for us through the veil, that 
is to say. His flesh ; and, having a High priest 
over the house of God, let us draw near with a 
true heart, in ftdl assurance of faith, having 
our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, 
and our bodies washed with pure water." 

Such is the divine provision made for the 
cleansing of the conscience, — the fountain 
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opened for sin and for uncleanness; and He 
who has provided a remedy so great and won- 
derful is pleased to invite us to avail ourselves 
of it, — *'The blood of Jesus Christ His Son 
deanseth us from all sin," and we are assured 
that *' If we confess our sins, He is feithful and 
just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness." 

A conscience thus cleansed St. Paul enjoyed. 
He knew that his sins were pardoned through 
the merit of his Lord, but he also knew his own 
shortcomings and infirmities, nay he knew that 
when he would do good evil was present with 
him, and anxious to live near to Grod, and 
thirsting after pure and uninterrupted com- 
munion with Him, he exercised himself to have 
always a conscience void of offence toward Grod 
and toward men. 

He exercised himself. The expression is 
suggestive; it implies that even an inspired 
Apostle found a continual effort to be needful. 
It was so with him and it is so with us all, so 
long as we are in the body. Our fallen wills 
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and corrupt affeetioiis, the temptations that 
are in the world, and the fiery darts of our 
spirit ual adversary — all unite to make the 
life of faith a constant struggle to maintain a 
good conscience. 

St. Paul's first concern was to have always a 
good conscience towards God. He was already 
pardoned, justified, adopted ; but like his divine 
Master it was his meat and drink to do the will 
of Him that sent him and to finish his work. 
His desire was to walk in the light of His 
countenance and to accomplish what He would 
have him to do. He knew that God hath not 
called us to uncleanness but to holiness, that 
He pardons that He may purify, and justifies in 
order that He may sanctify the souL Hence 
the watchfulness which the Apostle exercised 
over his conscience that no taint of impurity 
might rest upon it and no secret sin might 
pollute it, that no consciousness of self-indul- 
gence might disturb it, but that, ever looking 
unto Jesus and ever striving against sin, he 
might present himself a living sacrifice, holy, 
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acceptable to God, which was his, and is also 
our, reasonable service. 

Nor did this great Apostle forget what was 
due to his fellow-men. That holy and perfect 
Law which requires us to love the Lord our God 
with all our heart, requires us also to love our 
neighbour as ourselves. Hence the Apostle's 
anxiety not only to have a conscience void of 
offence toward God, but also toward men. We 
must do so too, if we would live to the glory of 
God, and make our own calling and election sure* 

We have each of us relative duties to fulfil, 
whether as superiors, inferiors, or equals. Eeli- 
gion does not exempt us from any of these 
duties, but enforces their diligent and conscien- 
tious performance. 

The man who lives by faith must show his 
feith by his works ; the man who is fervent in 
spirit, must also be active in business serving 
the Lord; the man who professes to be con- 
strained by love to God, must take heed that 
he love his brother also. On points such as 
these a truly enlightened conscience will admit 
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., ^ t.>ui^iV4UUie, and he who would haTe the 

i-^ ^i ;>vaiaig witness with his spirit that he is 

. Adii of Uod, and an heir of the kingdom of 

ic.uv'Uj must exercise himiself to have always 

b v-uu«4>it3nce void of offence, not only towards 

Uudj but also towards men. 

Bi^thren, yon all pcissess that mysterious 
puw^ which is called conscience, and its testi- 
luuuy is ever on the side of truth and light- 
ooLuness. In the great conflict with sin and 
UuUsIief, conscience is ever on the Lord's side, 
iu»twithstanding the vain attempts which are 
UUMle to silence it. Hence, we meet with the 
tdroubled conscience, and the accusing conscience, 
Miui the guilty conscience : the consci^ice which 
can render the most guy and attractive scenes 
miserable and unbearable: and the conscience 
which disturbs the bed of down, and adds so 
many terrors to the approach of death. 

Thus conscience is that spirit in man which 
iaas the candle of the Lord, and which searcheth 
its and intents of the heart. 
then of trifling with conscience. 
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Listen to its still, small voice ; obey its dictates. 
It will give you its cheering approval as you 
humble yourselves for all your sins, and seek 
that repentance which needeth not to be re- 
pented of. It will speak peace to you as you 
believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and take up 
your cross to follow Him. It will even smile 
upon you as you seek to walk in the paths of 
righteousness, and to keep the conmiandments 
and ordinances of God blameless. 

Thus the conscience of him who has attained 
to repentance towards God and to faith in our 
Lord Jesus Christ, will be a good conscience 
cleansed in the divinely appointed way, and 
purged from dead works to serve the living God. 

And you, beloved brethren, who hold the 
feith and a pure conscience, seek as St. Paul did, 
always to maintain it. It will be to you a con- 
stant proof of your sincerity, an evidence of your 
faith, and an unfailing source of happiness and 
joy. Then seek to maintain it by holy watch- 
fulness over yourselves, by effectual, fervent 
prayer, by constant application to the bl« c d of 
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Christ ; and, whilst you hold the b^inning of 
your confidence steadfast to the end, ever look- 
ing unto Jesus who is the Author and Finisher 
of our Faith, and counting all things but loss 
that you may win Him and be found in Him, 
be determined, through His divine assistance, 
to exercise yourselves always to have a con- ^ 
science void of offence towards God and 
towards men. 
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SEEMON XII. 

t 

CHRISTIAN FRUITFULNESS. 

John, XV. 8. " Herein is my Father glorified, that ye 
bear much fruit ; so shall ye be my disciples.*' 

How wonderful are the discourses of the Lord 
Jesus ! How full of majesty and power are 
His words, and how unlike all human compo- 
sitions are the instructions which He delivered I 

Thus He presents to us in a few sentences 
an outline of events which it has taken cen-p 
turies to unfold, or He reveals to us truths 
so profound that the highest efforts of the 
human mind have failed fully to grasp them, 
whilst the great concerns of the soul are stated 
by Him so simply that a little child may com- 
prehend them. 

Truly may we say that " never man spake 
Hke this man !" 

Q 



■% 
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The words of my text were spokai on the 
night in which He was betrayed. The paschal 
sapper, of which He had so ardently desired 
to partake with His disciples, was now ended, 
and He had instituted that feast of love which 
was to be observed in all ages in remembrance 
of Him, nntil He comes again. 

Being about to retire to the garden of 
Gethsemane, He had already said, '^ Arise, 
let us go hence;'' but something having ap- 
parently occasioned a brief delay. He . seems 
to have availed Himself of the interval to 
address to them the all^ory of the vine and 
its branches, with the instruction which im- 
mediately follows. 

He said unto them, ** I am the true vine, 
and my Father is the husbandman. Eveiy 
branch in me that beareth not &uit He taketh 
away; and every branch that beareth fruit 
He purgeth it, that it may bring forth more 
fruit." 

Here is a brief, but comprehensive descrip- 
tion of the Christian Church, and in the dis- 
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tinction of the unfruitful and fruitful branches 
those two classes of persons are represented 
who have ever been found within its pale^ the 
nominal and the real, — the Christians only 
in name, and the Christians in sincerity and 
truth. 

Here, moreover, our Lord discloses to us 
the secret of true religion, and the source of 
all spiritual life and power. It consists in 
union with Himself, and in constant depend- 
ence/on' Him. He says, "Abide in me and 
I in you; as the branch cannot bear fruit of 
itself except it abide in the vine, no more can 
ye except ye abide in me." And having done 
so He adds, in words affording the highest and 
holiest encouragement to all who, believing 
in Him, seek to devote themselves to His 
service, and to prove that they belong to 
that peculiar people who are zealous of good 
works, " Herein is my Father glorified, that 
ye bear, much fruit; so shall ye be my dis- 
ciples.". 

In addressing you from these words, there 
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are two points to which I desire specially to 
invite your attention. 

I. The duty which our Lord here enjoins 
UMp His people; and 

II. The argument which He uses to en- 
force it. 

I. There is a great duty which our Lord 
here enjoins upon His people. 

These words were specially addressed by 
the great Shepherd to His flock. Many were 
the words of surpassing grace and loving- 
kindness which He spake to the multitude, — 
preaching the glad tidings of the kingdom to 
the lost sheep of the house of Israel, and in- 
viting them to come to Him that they might 
have life ; but these words were specially ad- 
dressed to His people, — to those who had be- 
lieved in His name, and were abiding in Him. 

To these He here reveals His will con- 
cerning them, and, under circumstances of the 
most solemn nature. He impresses on them a 
great duty, which He would have them at 
all times to set before them. 
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It is this, that all who love our Lord Jesus 
Christ in sincerity should seek to be a people 
bearing rmich fruit. 

We look for fruit upon a vine. He looks 
for the fruits of righteousness in all who be- 
lieve in Him. He has a right to do so ; for 
He bestows upon them the Holy Spirit for 
this end, and He expects to find them bringing 
forth much fruit in their personal and daily 
experience, — the fruit of self-denial, the fruit 
of holy tempers and dispositions, the fruit of 
all virtue and godliness of living. 

These fruits must distinguish the followers 
of Christ. Works like these show 4;hat they 
are His, — the salt of the earth, the light of 
the world, the children of God, and the heirs 
of His everlasting kingdom. 

But whilst personal religion must ever be the 
first grand concern, it is not all that is required 
of us. There are duties imposed on each of 
us, — there are talents entrusted to us, — there 
is a work which is given to each of us to do. 

In this, as in all things, our blessed Lord 
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has left us an example tliat we should follow 
His steps. He went about continually doing 
good. He preached the Gospel to the poor, 
healed the broken-hearted, comforted the 
mourner, fed the famished multitude, and 
addressed words of grace and mercy to alL 
He would have us go and do likewise. As 
the elect of God, we are to put on bowels of 
mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meek- 
ness, and long-suffering. We are to be His * 
witnesses and representatives whilst here, and 
as such to seek to have that mind in us which 
was also in Him. We, too, are to comfort 
the mourner, to heal the broken-hearted, to 
relieve the destitute, and to minister to the 
sick and needy. These are the fruits which 
the Lord of the vineyard would have to be 
aboimding in us. 

If all who profess and call themselves 
Christians devoted themselves to such works 
as these, what might not be done to alleviate 
human suffering, and to win souls to the 
Jledeemer 1 The Lord increase the number 



Christian Fruitfvlneaa. 231 

of those who do so, — make His faithful people 
more and more fruitful, and constrain the 
careless and unbelieving to acknowledge that 
they are indeed trees of righteousness, the 
planting of the Lord, that He may be gloriiSed. 

But this is not all. Our gracious and com- 
passionate Saviour points to the regions be- 
yond, and reminds us that the field for our 
exertions is the world; — yes, the world that 
lieth in wickedness, — the world so full of 
sorrow, because so full of sin. 

It is to the world that He would have His 
servants go forth, and proclaim His power and 
willingness to save wherever there is a human 
being to hear the glad tidings of His grace. 
Each age of the Church is responsible for the 
discharge of this duty. The commission to 
preach repentance and remission of sins in His 
name among all nations is still unrepealed, and 
it is His will that we be faithful to the trust 
committed to us until He come again; and 
thus it is written, " The Spirit and the brid^ 
say come, and let him that heareth say. Come ; 
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and let him that is athiist^ come; and whoso- 
ever will^ let him take the water of life finedy." 

Snch is the great dnty whidi oar Lord here 
enjoins upon His disciples. Such are the 
fimits which He would have His people to 
produce that they may thus be proved to be 
the living branches of His vine, a peculiar 
people zealous of good works. 

n. We are to consider the argument which 
our Lord here uses to «[if orce this duty. 

It is the highest that can possibly be adduced. 
Our Lord says, ^ Herein is my Father glorijied 
that ye bear much fimit.'' The divine Saviour 
could say no more, for the glory of the Father 
was the great end which He Himself ever set 
before Him, and which r^olated all His actions. 

This motive brought Him firom the world 
above ; it supported Him in the work which He 
had undertaken, it sustained Him amidst the 
unequalled sufferings which He endured, and 
when all was accomplished He could say, **I 
have glorified Thee on the earth, I have finished 
the work which Thou gavest me to do.'' 
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Brethren, it is the will of the Lord Jesus 
that the Father, who was glorified in Him, 
shall also be glorified in you — in you who 
believe in Him and whom He r^ards as the 
sheep of His pasture, the members of His body, 
and the living branches of His vine. It is His 
wiU that the Father shall be glorified in you 
notwithstanding your present infirmities and 
the manifold temptations by which you are 
surrounded. He, who says so, knows your 
frame and remembers that you are dust, but 
His grace is suflScient for you, and His strength 
is made perfect in your weakness. • 

Does this seem too much to be aimed at, in 
this fallen world and amidst the frailties of our 
mortal nature.? Does it constrain you to say. 
How can these things be ? 

My text contains the answer. Our Lord 
Himself assures you that herem is the Father 
glorified, that ye bear much fruit. 

What comfort is here for Christ's humble, 
consistent followers, — for those who by patient 
continuance in well-doing seek for glory, honour. 
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and immortality I They are assured that He 
who has called them to the knowledge of Him- 
self is pleased to link the glory of His name 
with their piety and virtue, their fruitfiilness 
in every good word and work. 

Brethren, what more can you desire than 
this ? Your heavenly Father sees with an 
approving eye your self-denial, your watchful- 
ness and prayerfuhiess, your hungering and 
thirsting after righteousness, and although He 
may not have set before you a wide door of 
usefulness, but appointed you some humble 
sphere, or perhaps may even lay you on a bed 
of sickness, or on a couch of suffering, still He 
beholds in you the evidences of a living faith, 
and as you deny all imgodliness and worldly 
lusts, and seek to live soberly, righteously, and 
godly, in this present world, the great Hus- 
bandman sees that you are branches which 
bear much fruit, and He is glorified in you. 

This forms the best encouragement to those 
whose faith is manifested by their active zeal 
and willingness to devote themselves to works 
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of Christian philanthropy. They have doubt- 
less to experience much ingratitude and many 
disappointments. So had their Lord and 
Master ; and the work which they have imder- 
taken is not theirs but His. Brethren, that 
exalted Saviour, whose you are and whom 
you serve, sees and approves your efiForts to do 
good, to relieve the distressed, to raise the 
fallen, to speak a word in season to him that 
is weary, to minister to the sick and dying; 
and whatever the present result of your labours 
may be, the time will come when He shall 
say, *' Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one 
of the least of these my brethren, ye have done 
it unto me." 

Then, and not till then, will you fully imder- 
stand the meaning of His words, when com- 
mending His people to the Father's care He 
said, ** All mine are Thine, and Thine are mine, 
and I am glorified in themJ^^ 

Nor can we imagine a higher or holier motive 
than that which this argument affords to those 
who are constrained by love to the Lord Jesus 
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to take paxt in the woik <rf prcHnotzng foi&ga. 
mifigioDfi. Great is the piiTikge of doing so, 
and happy are they irhose &ith and Iotc codt 
gtirain them to this searioe ! 

He who said^ " Herein is my Father gloiified 
that ye bear mnch finit,'' has Himself indicated 
the fruit which He would have His people to 
produce, for He has also said, ^ Go ye into all 
the world, and preach the Gt)6pd to eveiy 
creature.^ It is this that makes the feet of 
the Christian Missionary beautiful upon the 
mountains, and that may wdl give him straogth 
and courage to persevere. 

Missionary labour may be lightly esteemed 
amongst men. The wise of this world, the 
selfish, and the indifferent, may look coldly on ; 
but it is not so r^;arded in the world above. 
There the Christian Missionary is viewed as the 
ambassador of Christ, and his message as the 
seed of the future kingdom, for He that sitteth 
on the throne hath said, " As the rain cometh 
down and the snow from heaven, and retumeth 
not thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh 
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it bring forth and bud^ that it may give seed 
to the sower and bread to the eater ; so shall 
my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth : 
it shall not return unto me void^ but it shall 
accomplish that which I please, and it shall 
prosper in the thing whereto I sent it." 

When our faith is weak and our friends are 
few and our discouragements many, let us think 
of this and be of good courage. No work 
that has been done for Christ, no labour 
that has been imdertaken in obedience to His 
will, shall ever be in vain, but shall be proved 
at last to have been to the praise of His 
glory. 

In the efforts made by our own Church 
and other Churches to preach the gospel to 
the lost sheep of the house of Israel, although 
it may be that Israel is not yet gathered and 
that the veil upon their hearts is not yet taken 
away, God is nevertheless gloriiSed. 

In the labours of our own beloved Church to 
proclaim the imsearchable riches of Christ in 
Africa and India, in the islands of New Zealand, 
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and amongst the roving tribes of North-west 
America, God is gloriiSed. 

In the wonderful and long-continued efforts 
of the Moravian Brethren to carry the gospel in 
its primitive simplicity and power to Grreenland 
and Labrador, to the slaves of the West Indies, 
and to the perishing lepers of Southern Africa, 
God is gloriiSed. 

In the labours and sufferings of our English 
Nonconformists in Madagascar, and in the 
islands of the South Sea, God is glorified. 
And when the Son of Man shall come, seated on 
the white cloud, having on His head a golden 
crown, and in His hand a sharp sickle, none of 
these labours of love shall be forgotten ; but the 
living branches shall be acknowledged to have 
borne much fruit, and the grapes so fully ripe 
shall be gathered into the heavenly gamer. 

Then the four and twenty elders and the 
four glorious living Beings who surroimd the 
throne shall cast their crowns before the throne, 
and give thanks to Him that liveth for ever and 
ever. 
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Having thus spoken, — having said, ** Herein 
is my Father glorified that ye bear much fruit," 
our Lord was pleased to add, ** So shall ye be 
my disciples." 

Those tests of discipleship which were in- 
stituted by our Lord Himself are of great 
importance. This is one of them ; and we are 
clearly taught by it that, seeking to bear much 
fruit, we shall prove ourselves to be His disciples. 
By this shall men take knowledge of us that we 
have been with Jesus. 

It seems, moreover, that our divine Master 
permits the world to judge His professing peo- 
ple by this test, for He elsewhere says, "By 
their fruits ye shall know them," and He adds, 
** Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit 
is hewn down and cast into the fire." 

It is thus that our Lord repudiates the 
unfruitful branches and rejects their pretensions 
to belong to the true vine; He says, '* Every 
branch in me that beareth not fruit He taketh 



» 



away. 

It must be so ; the whole design and tendency 
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of the Gospel is to lead men to do good, — to 
devote their time, theirtalents, and their strength 
to the service and glory of Grod. Where religion 
does not produce this eflFect upon us, we have no 
right to conclude that we possess a living faith, 
or that we are at peace with Grod through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

Alas! that so many persons, — persons who 
are in very many respects entitled to our esteem, 
— should rest satisfied with a nominal Christi- 
anity. They hold no serious doctrinal error ; 
they assent to the great truths which are em- 
bodied in our Creeds, and we can bring no 
grave charge against their moral conduct, but 
they know nothing of deep repentance of sin, 
of a living faith in the only Saviour, and of 
an earnest desire to be in all things conformed 
to His mind and will, and to devote them- 
selves to His service and glory. 

They have never realized the truth that 
time, and health, and property, and education, 
are talents entrusted to them, to be faithfully 
and diligently improved until the Lord shall 



Christian Fruitfulmeae. 241 

come; and hence they find neither pleasure 
nor satiB&ctian in works of piety and charity. 
They live to themselves, and not to Him who 
died for them and rose again. 

Not so the true disciples of our Lord. They 
must be a peculiar people, zealous of good 
works. Constrained by the secret influences 
of the Holy Spirit, their grand desire is to 
serve and honour that Friend who loved them ; 
and they are ever ready to exclaim, "What 
shall we render to the Lord for all His 
benefits?" 

Thus influenced from on high, they give 
all diligence to add to their faith virtue, and 
to virtue knowledge, and to knowledge tem- 
perance, and to temperance patience, and to 
patience godliness, and to godliness brotherly- 
kindness, and to brotherly-kindness charity ; 
that these things being in them and abound- 
ing, they may neither be barren nor unfruitful 
in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

The Lord grant us all to be thus minded, 
and to possess this grand evidence that we 
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are His I May He teach us to abide in Him, 
even as the branch abideth in the vine^ that 
so our works may be wrought in God; and 
whatever may be our trials and discourage- 
ments^ may we bear in mind the words of 
the Lord Jesus, how He said, *' Herein is my 
Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit, so 
shall ye be my disciples I '* 
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SEEMON XIII. 

THE BLESSEDNESS OF GIVING. 

Acts, XX. 35. "I have shewed you all things, how 
that so labouring ye ought to support the weak, and to 
remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how He said. 
It is more blessed to give than to receive." 

The wise man says, "A word spoken in due 
season, how good is it!" 

Such a season was that in which the words 
of my text were spoken. St. Paul was ad- 
dressing his valedictory charge to the elders 
of the Church at Ephesus. He had intimated 
to them that they all, amongst whom he had 
gone preaching the kingdom of God, shoidd see 
his face no more; and he had solemnly ex- 
horted them to take heed to themselves, and 
to all the flock over which the Holy Ghost 
had made them overseers, — to feed the flock 
of God purchased with His own blood. 
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Having so said, he bade them a final and 
aflfectionate farewell, saying, " And now, bre- 
thren, I commend you to God and to the 
word of His grace, which is able to build you 
up, and to give you an inheritance among 
all them that axe sanctified." 

Reminding them of the disinterested spirit 
which he had manifested amongst them, covet- 
ing no man's silver, or gold, or apparel, but 
working with his hands to supply the neces- 
sities of hinaaelf and others, he adds, ** I have 
showed you all things, how that so labouring 
ye ought to support the weak, and to remem- 
ber the words of the Lord Jesus how He said. 
It is more blessed to give than to receive." 

** And when he had thus spoken he kneded 
down and prayed with them all. And th^ 
all wept sore, and fell on Paul's neck jind 
kissed him. Sorrowing most of all for the 
words which he spake, that they should see 
his face no more. And they accompanied him 
unto the ship," 

Such was the aeaaou of which St. Paul availed 
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himself to bring to their remembrance this 
saying of the Lord Jesus, ** It is more blessed 
to give than to receive.*' 

What more conld be needful to engrave it 
in their memories and hearts I 

May we also be enabled to receive it and 
to love it ! 

This saying places giving and receiving in 
their true relative positions, and reminds us 
of the great superiority of the former, inas- 
much as it elevates the mind, enlarges the 
heart, calls forth its best and purest feelings, 
confers great benefits upon others, and thus 
far enables us to reflect the image of Him who 
hath given us life, and breath, and all things. 
In seeking to impress upon you the blessed- 
ness of giving , I observe, 

I. That it is blessed to give because God 
Himself is the bountiful giver. 

He is the Author and Giver of all good 
things, and it is blessed to be permitted in 
any measure to reflect His image, and to be 
followers of Him. 
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He bestows His temporal mercies with a 
liberal hand, sending us rain from heaven and 
fimitfol seasons, filling our hearts with food 
^and gladness. And yet, great as these blessings 
are, they are far surpassed by His spiritual 
mercies, for He has given us His only b^otten 
Son, and all things in Him. 

If it be the design of true religion to restore 
the moral image of God to the soul, it must in- 
deed be blessed to act habitually in a spirit which 
is so harmonious with the Divine mind and wilL 

This 18 the argument which our Lord Him- 
self uses, in His sermon on the mount, to en- 
force the duties of liberality and forgiveness, 
of love to our enemies, and of prayer for their 
welfeire; for, having exhorted us to the prac- 
tice of these virtues, he adds, " That ye may 
be the children of your Father which is in 
heaven, for He maketh His sim to rise on the 
evil and the good, and sendeth rain on the 
just and on the unjust." 

If, then, we would prove ourselves to be 
the children of Grod, we must cultivate this 
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grace, and give freely as God hath prospered 
us. We must give liberally of our substance 
for the service of Grod, for the advancement of 
true religion in the world, and for the relief 
of the poor and needy. 

Nay, more, we must do so, not grudgingly 
or of necessity, nor because our circumstances 
or social position render it respectable to do 
80, but from purer and holier motives, because 
we would be followers of Grod as dear children, 
do as our Father in heaven does, and accom- 
plish His will during the little day that we 
are on the earth. 

To do this is to know the blessedness of 
gi^g; and let this reflection sustain and 
strengthen you, beloved brethren, who are 
devoting yourselves to works of piety and 
charity. These things are, indeed, agreeable 
to the will of Grod. He sees and approves 
your self-denying efforts to honour Him, and 
to relieve the wants of your poorer brethren ; 
and it is thus that He would have your faith 
to work by love, and that you should prov6 
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yourselves to be His children by feeding the 
hungry, clothing the naked, relieving the dis- 
tressed, visiting the fatherless in their affliction, 
and causing the widow's heart to sing for joy* 

These labours of love are indeed imperfect, 
as everything hiunan must be, yet are they, 
pleasing and acceptable to Grod in Christ, be- 
cause in these things you reflect something of 
the Divine character and perfections, and may, 
through grace, be the means of leading others 
to arise and return to their Father, and to 
taste the happiness of knowing, and loving,- 
and serving Him. 

II. It is also blessed to give because Crod has 
commanded us to do so, and blessed are they 
who do His commandments. 

He who deals so bountifully with us, and 
loads us with His benefits, has commanded us 
to acknowledge Him in the mercies which He 
bestows. 

In Old Testament times. His people were 
forbidden to appear before Him empty. They 
were to honour Him by setting apart of their 
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substance for His service and glory. On this 
point His commands were clear and explicit: 
"Thou shalt not delay to oflFer the first of thy 
ripe fruits and of thy liquors ; the first-bom of 
thy sons shalt thou give unto me/'* and again, 
**The first of the first-frxdts of thy land thou 
shalt bring into the house of the Lord thy Grod."f 

Nor were they to forget the poor and needy : 
**The poor shall never cease out of the land: 
therefore I command thee, saying, Thou shalt 
open thine hand wide unto thy brother, to thy 
poor, and to thy needy, in thy land." J 

In studying the history of the Jewish church 
nothing is more striking than the large pro- 
portion of their temporal blessings which they 
were required to consecrate to the service of 
God and to the relief of the poor. In the best 
days of their history, their tithes and offerings, 
their thank-offerings and free-will offerings 
were on a scale of truly splendid munificence ; 
nor were they losers thereby, for they found in 
their happy experience that the blessing of the 

* Exod. xxii. 29, f Exod. xxiii. 19. J Deut. xv. 11. 
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Lord maketh rich, and that He addeth no 
sorrow with it. 

The whole spirit of the New Testament con- 
firms and strengthens these commands. Here, 
love is revealed as the great constraining mo- 
tive, but He, who puts His laws in our hearts 
and writes them in our minds, expects us to 
show the reality of our love, by keeping His 
commandments. It is true that old things are 
passed away and that all things are become 
new. It is true that God, who at sundry times 
and in divers manners, spake in time past unto 
the fathers by the prophets, hath in these last 
days spoken unto us by His Son. It is true 
that the darkness is past and that the true light 
now shineth. But is the command to honour 
God with our substance amongst the shadows 
which have passed away ? 

On the contrary, it seems impressed on every 
page of the New Testament, and stands promi- 
nently forth in the teaching of our Lord and of 
His Apostles. 

Hear what the great Teacher saith, ^ Freely 
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ye have received, freely give :" — '* Give, and it 
shall be given unto you :" — ** Sell that ye have 
and give alms: provide yourselves bags which 
wax not old, a treasure in the heavens that 
faileth not, where no thief approacheth neither 
moth corrupteth." 

Hear some of the many exhortations of His 
inspired Apostles, — " Charge them who are rich 
in this world, that they be ready to give and glad 
to distribute : " — " To do good and to distribute, 
forget not, for with such sacrifices God is well 
pleased:" — "Upon the first day of the week, 
let every one of you lay by him in store as God 
hath prospered him:" — -"Whoso hath this 
world's good, and seeth his brother have need, 
and shutteth up his compassion from him, how 
dwelleth the love of God in him ? " 

These exhortations are clear indeed ; and no 
man who seriously considers them can for a 
moment doubt that it is the will of God that 
his people shall at all times consecrate of their 
temporal mercies to His service and glory, 
and to the relief of their poorer brethren. 
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The oommand to give fireely is unrepealed^ 
and they who fulfil it cheerfully and confident- 
ioosly shall not be strangers to its blessedness. 

m. Giving is moreov^ a divinely appointed 
way of acknowledging God's mercies, and hence 
it is blessed. 

When filled with gratitade and love^ the 
Psalmist asked, ^What shall I render to the 
Lord for all His benefits?" Feeling that he 
had nothing to bestow, he replies, ^' I wiU take 
the cup of salvation and call upon the name of 
the Lord. I will pay my vows unto the Lord 
now in the presence of all His peop W 

We have indeed nothing to render that we 
have not received, yet is He pleased to accept 
our offerings as tokens of our gratitude and 
praise, — nay, He has appointed them to be 
made in this spirit and accepted for this 
end. 

Thus, at the erection of the Tabernacle, the 
Lord spake unto Moses, saying, ^^ Speak unto 
the children of Israel that they bring me 
an offering, of every man that bringeth it 
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willingly with his whole heart shall be taken 
my offering.** 

And so willingly did the people offer, with 
their whole heart, that Moses felt it necessary 
to forbid any further offering being made, say- 
ing, ^' Let neither man nor woman make any 
more work for the offering of the sanctuary." 
So the people were restrained from bringing. 

The same spirit continued to distinguish the 
Jews in the best days of their history. When 
KiQg David invited his subjects to imite with 
him iaa making provision for building the 
Temple, we read that ** The people rejoiced for 
that they offered willingly, because with perfect 
heart they offered willingly to the Lord^ and 
David the king also rejoiced with great joy." 
And very impressive was the prayer with which 
the pious monarch consecrated these offerings to 
the Lord, " Now, therefore, our God, we thank 
Tbee and praise Thy glorious name. But who 
am I and what is my people that we sliould be 
able to offer so willingly after this sort ? For 
all things are of Thee, and of Thine own have 
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we given Thee." ....** As for me in the up- 
rightness of my heart I have oflFered all these 
things, and now have I seen with joy Thy people 
which are present here, to offer willingly unto 
Thee." 

If such was the spirit displayed by the Old 
Testament Church, what must be expected of 
us, who are admitted to far higher privileges, 
who enjoy the fiill light and liberty of the 
glorious Grospel, and are called to be the sons 
of God by faith in Jesus Christ ? 

We are not as Israel were, waiting for the 
rising of the Sun of Eighteousness, but are re- 
joicing in the brightness of His rays. We have 
to thank God, not merely for salvation promised, 
but for salvation fully accomplished, and freely 
offered to us all. We can say, what the most 
favoured members of the house of Israel could 
not say, "We know that the Son of God is 
come, and hath given us an understanding that 
we may know Him that is true ; and we are in 
Him that is true, even in His Son Jesus Christ. 
This is the true God and eternal life." 
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What boundless gratitude, and, what large 
acknowledgments do these unspeakable mercies 
call for at our hands I If His ancient people 
offered so willingly unto Him, that it was 
needful to restrain them from further offerings, 
shall we come before Him empty ? 

Shall we profess to enter into His gates 
with thanksgiving, and into His gates with 
praise, to be thankful unto Him and speak 
good of His name, and yet bring no tithes 
into His storehouse, nor present our free-will 
offerings before Him? 

Shall we, in the courts of the Lord's house, 
and in the presence of all His people, give 
Him most hiunble and hearty thanks for all 
His goodness and loving-kindness to us and to 
all men, and bless Him for our creation, pre- 
servation, and all the blessings of this life ; but, 
above all, for the redemption of the world by 
our Lord Jesus Christ, and yet withhold from 
His service the silver and the gold with which 
He has blest us, and see our brethren have 
need and shut up our bowels of compassion 
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from thenv? Shall we do tiliese things, and 
yet imagine that we are His children and the 
heirs of His kingdom ? No, brethren ; we 
must show our feith by our works, our love by 
our obedience, and our abounding gratitude by 
devoting ourselves and our substance, our 
silver and our gold, our flocks and our herds, 
the first-fruits of our golden harvests, and the 
first returns of our commercial prosperity, to 
Him who has called us out of darkness into 
His marvellous light, and to whom all glory 
and honour, all thanksgiving and praise, are doe. 

rV, Finally, it must be blessed t© give, 
because great and precious promises are made 
to those who do so. 

We are told that ^' the Lord loveth the cheer- 
fed giver;" and many are the promises which 
He has given to those who give with a willmg 
heart and a liberal hand, — promises of a rich 
return for all that they have truly lent unto 
the Lord. 

Are we exhorted to *^ honour the Lord with 
our substance, and mtb. the first-fruits of all our 
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increase ?'* There is a great and precious pro- 
mise connected with so doing: "So shall thy 
bams be filled with plenty, and thy presses 
shall burst out with new wine." 

Are we told to cast our bread upon the 
waters ? We are assured that we shall find it 
after many days. Are we charged to give a 
portion to seven and also to eight ? The reason 
given for it is, that we know not what evil may 
be upon the earth, and we do know that the 
feithful promiser has said, " Blessed is the man 
that considereth the poor, the Lord will deliver 
him in time of trouble." 

Did the Lqrd reprove the Jewish people 
because in a time of coldness and declension 
they had robbed Him in tithes and in offer- 
ings ? Hear the gracious words of promise by 
which He sought to recall them to the path of 
duty, " Bring ye all the tithes into the store- 
house, that there may be meat in mine house, 
and prove me now herewith, saith the Lord 
of hosts, if I will not open you the windows 
of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that 
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there shall not be room enough to receiye 
it" 

What great and precious promises are the^ ! 
But, alas ! what fools are we, and how slow of 
heart to believe ! How little do the covetous 
imagine that giving is the way to be rich^ and 
that refusing to give excludes us from the 
promise of increase : '^ There is that scattereth 
and yet increaseth; and there is that with- 
holdeth more than is meet, but it tendeth to 
poverty." 

No man ever regretted having been a cheer- 
ful giver, and many have been enriched thereby. 
We have often seen instances of this, — of men 
who have conscientiously honoured God witii 
their substance from their early days, and who 
have found by experience that godliness hath 
the promise of the life that now is, as well as 
of that which is to come. There are doubtless 
exceptional cases. There is much discipline 
needed in the school of Christ, and hence we 
see good men overtaken by adversity and 
placed in the furnace of affliction. These are 
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appointed trials, but the promise standeth sure : 
" Them that honour me I will honour ;" and he 
who, from love to Christ, has given to the least 
of His disciples a cup of cold water only, shall 
in no wise lose his reward. 

And what heart can conceive, what tongue 
can express, the joy of the cheerful givers in 
that day when the Lord Jesus shall come again 
in the glory of the Father and all the holy 
angels with Him, and when He shall say to 
them, " I was an hungered, and ye gave me 
meat ; I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink ; I 
was a stranger, and ye took me in: Naked, 
and ye clothed me ; I was sick, and ye visited 
me; I was in prison, and ye came unto me. 
.... Verily, I say unto you. Inasmuch as ye 
have done it imto one of the least of these my 
brethren, ye have done it unto me." 

■ Then, and not till then, shall we fully know 
all that is comprehended in the words of the 
Lord Jesus when He said, " It is more blessed 
to give than to receive." 

And now, brethren, what shall we say of 
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those whose hearts are closed by an evil covet- 
ousness, and who are strangers to the blessed- 
ness of giving ? 

I refier not to persons who are in adversity^ 
— to whom poverty is obviously an appointed 
trial, nor to those who are strnggUng with 
difficulties, and hard jM-essed to meet their 
pecuniary engagements ; but I speak of those 
who are above want, of persons who have an 
income suited to their social position, and of 
many more who are possessed of ample — nay, 
even of princely fortunes. 

Whilst there are nimierous and gratifying 
exceptions, it cannot be denied that there is a 
great want of liberality amongst these classes, 
— so much so, that it compels us to doubt the 
reality of their religious principles ; for it has 
been truly said by a living prelate, that " No 
disciple of Christ acts up to the engagements 
of his profession who does not, upon principle, 
consecrate a portion of his worldly substance to 
theglory of God."* 

* See Charge oi tliQ Bishop of Bipon, 1861. 



The Blessedness of Giving. 261 

To those who deliberately refuse to do so, 
the words of St. James seem to be strictly 
applicable, when he says, " Go to, now, ye 
rich men, weep and howl for your miseries 
that shall come upon you. Your riches are 
corrupted, and your garments are moth-eaten. 
Your gold and silver is cankered, and the 
rust of them shall be a witness against you, 
and shall eat your flesh as it were fire. Ye 
have heaped treasure together for the last 
days." 

We do not envy the death-bed reflections 
of those who have lived in affluence, and de- 
voted no right and proper proportion of their 
wealth to the glory of God, and to the benefit 
of their fellow-creatures. They might have 
been instrumental in raising up many a house 
of prayer, where Almighty God would have 
been worshipped, and where Christ would have 
been preached ; but they have not done so. 
They might have taken part in sending mes- 
sengers of peace to many heathen lands ; but 
they have turned a deaf ear to the cry of their 
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perishing fellow-creatures, ** Come over and 
help us." They might have done much to 
relieve and comfort the hungry thousands in 
the midst of whom they have lived in ease 
and luxury^ and many of whom would gladly 
have shared the crumbs which fell &om their 
tables ; but they have shut up their bowels of 
compassion from them. What shall we say 
of their religion ? What shall we think of 
their future prospects ? We greatly fear that 
when weighed in the balance their fidth and 
practice will be found wanting, and the righ- 
teous Judge will hereafter address to them 
these awful words, " Depart from me, ye 
cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the 
devil and his angels : For I was an hungered, 
and ye gave me no meat : I was thirsty, and 
ye gave me no drink : I was a stranger, and 
ye took me not in : naked, and ye clothed me 
not : sick, and in prison, and ye visited me 

not Verily I say unto you. Inasmuch as 

ye did it not to one of the least of these, 
ye did it not to me." 
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But there are, I trust, many of my hearers 
whose hearts the Lord hath opened, and who 
do know the blessedness of giving. May the 
Lord accept your ofiferings, and so make all 
grace to abound towards you, that ye, always 
having all sufficiency in all things, may abound 
to every good work I 

To such I venture to ofiFer one suggestion. 
It is that they seek to be as systematic as 
possible in their liberality, and to give, not 
from excitement or by impulse, but from prin- 
ciple. ** Only let the experiment of systematic 
giving be tried," says another prelate of our 
Church, — " only let each man who professes 
and calls himself a Christian set apart a 
fixed portion of his gains before his heart 
gets cold. Never will a fund be wanting, — 
never will lending to the Lord be found a 
burden."* 

We have the clearest evidence that good 
men have done this from the earliest times, 
and that long before the Levitical dispensa- 

♦ Charge of Bishop of Carlisle, 1861. 
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tion they were wont to devote a tenth of their 
substance to the glory of Grod. Thus Abra- 
ham gave to Melchisedek tithes of all ; and 
Jacob vowed unto the Lord, sayings ** Of all 
that Thou shalt give me, I will surely give 
the tenth unto Thee." 

Under the Mosaic economy the proportion 
dedicated to religious objects was &r greater, 
and we caonot imagine that amidst the light 
and privileges of the Gospel it was intended 
to be less. 

Brethren, let a tenth be your minimum, 
and add to it from time to time your thank- 
offerings and free-will offerings as Crod hath 
prospered you. 

" That which is presented to God," says 
one of the greatest of our Anglican divines, 
" is neither lost nor unfruitfully bestowed, but 
sanctifies the whole mass ; and He, by re- 
ceiving a little, undertakes to bless all. In 
which consideration the Jews were accustomed 
to call their tithes the hedge of their riches."* 

* Hooker's " Eccleaiaatical Polity," book vL sec. 79. 



The Blessedness of Giving. 265 

Let such be the hedge of your riches, be- 
loved brethren, and within that hedge let 
many additional ofiferings be dedicated to the 
Lord. You will never have cause to regret 
it. It will prove a constant evidence of your 
faith and love, — nay, more, a source of com- 
munion between your souls and their Divine 
Author ; and thus you shall know by expe- 
rience the truth of this saying of the Lord 
Jesus, '* It is more blessed to give than to 
receive." 
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SEEMON XIV. 

THE RIGHT ESTIMATE OF LIFE AND DEATH. 

Phil. L 21. " For to me to live is Chriat, and to die is 

gain." 

Life and death are great subjects, and in this 
fallen world they are inseparably linked to- 
gether. It were well if we always remembered 
this. If men thought aright of life, they would 
be better prepared for death ; if they seriously 
considered death, they would make a wiser and 
holier use of life. 

There are times when Almighty God in His 
providence seems specially to call us to the 
consideration of life and death with their mo- 
mentous issues. He permits us to be laid 
aside by sickness, or to be overtaken by casualty, 
or to be taught by adversity the uncertainty of 
present things. Such seasons, if duly improved. 
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are profitable to ourselves and to others; to 
ourselves, for they are times for remembering 
all the way wherein the Lord hath led us in the 
wilderness, for humbling ourselves before Him 
because of our sins, and for seeking grace to 
help in time of need, — and to others, for they 
afford them the opportunity of observing the 
effects of true religion in supporting the mind 
in adversity or at the approach of death. 

In such circumstances was St. Paul when he 
wrote these words. He was a prisoner at Eome 
under the Emperor Nero (probably about the 
year 62) where his life was placed in imminent 
danger. This however caused him no anxiety ; 
his only desire and prayer was that in any cir- 
cumstances he might so act as to honour the 
Gospel, and especially that in his approaching 
trial before the Emperor he might make a good 
confession of his faith in Christ. 

This is forcibly expressed in the verse pre- 
ceding the text where he speaks of his earnest 
expectation and hope, that in nothing he should 
be ashamed, but that with all boldness, as 
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always so now also, Christ should be magnified 
in his body whether it be by life or by death. 

What a triumph of faith was this ! Can it 
be that even here Christ is to be magnified in 
these vile bodies ? It is even so ; such is the 
power of divine grace that it can and does 
make the body a temple of the Holy Ghost, 
and teach the humblest of Christ's followers 
to present themselves a living sacrifice holy 
and acceptable unto God. 

Having so said, the Apostle gives us a sum- 
mary of his views and feelings in these words, 
"For to me to live is Christ, and to die is 
gain." 

We have here a brief but faithful saying, 
and I purpose to consider it as it conveys to us 
the Apostle's view of life, and as it expresses his 
estimate of death. 

I. ITie Apostle here gives us his view of 
life. 

He says, "To me to live is Christ." In 
other words, I live for Christ, for him who 
ioved me and gave himself for me. 
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How deep a sense must he have had of 
what he owed to Christ! What feelings of 
boundless gratitude to Him who had done so 
much for his soul. The great end and aim to 
which he consecrated his life was neither learn- 
ing, nor pleasure, nor gold, nor preferment ; it 
was to honour and glorify Christ. 

He lived to know Christ, He elsewhere 
says, *'I count all things but loss for the 
excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my 
Lord." He did so; no slight or superficial 
knowledge of the divine Redeemer satisfied his 
soul. The attainments which he had already 
made, and which appear to us so vast, were in 
his own sight as nothing. He continued still 
to pray with all humility and earnestness, " That 
I may know Him." But did he not already 
know Him ? Had He not for His sake suffered 
the loss of all things, and was he not at that 
moment a prisoner for His sake? True I he 
knew Him to his soul's salvation, but the 
knowledge which he had obtained only made 
him thirst for more, and (hence the holy fervour 
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with which he prays, " that I may know Him." 
Him who is Emmanuel, God with ns, — the 
Alpha and Om^a, the b^inning and the end- 
ing, the first and the last. Him,, who is the 
Author and Finisher of our &ith, — our mercifdl 
and compassionate High-priest, — the Sayiour 
and the Friend of man. Him, who is the head 
over all things to His Church, and in whom 
are hid all the treasures of wisdom and know- 
ledge. 

St. Paul lived to know Him. Oh, that we 
eould do the same, that we could devote ofoar 
lives to the same great end, and seek as long as 
we are in the body to grow in grace and in the 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus 
Christ. 

Nay more; this great man lived that he 
might love Christ. And who can know Him 
without loving Him? Men love Him not, 
because they know Him not. The god of this 
world blinds their minds lest the light of the 
glorious Gospel of Christ should shine into their 
hearts. The god of this world is right. He 
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is right to darken men's minds with prejudice 
and sin and superstition, and so to keep them 
from knowing Christ, for if they knew Him 
they must love Him. 

Has He come into this worid to seek and to 
save us who were lost ? Did He lead a life of 
privation and suffering for us ? Has He died 
for our sins upon the cross ? Was He wounded 
for our transgressions and bruised for our in- 
iquities? Has He sent to us the tidings of 
His grace, and invited us all to arise and 
return unto God by Him, that He may save iw 
from hell and raise us to heaven? Has He 
done all this for us, and shall we not love 
Him? 

Yes, brethren, if we know Him, we must 
love Him and, like St. Paul, we shall consecrate 
our life to this great end that we may love 
Him more and more. 

It was this aboimding love which constrained 
him to serve Christ. And what a service did 
he render ! What difficulties did he encounter I 
What labours did he accomplish I What won- 



« 
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ders did he achieve I Now preaching the 
Gospel to G-entiles^ and kings, and the people 
of Israel; now proclaiming &r and wide the 
unsearchable riches of Christ ; and now suflFer- 
ing bonds and imprisonment for his divine 
Master's sake! 

Such a service is the 8^:vice of love; and 
throughout all these labours how pure was his 
motive^ and how single was his aim ! 

There was no pleasing man. No ! he boldly 
says, '* If I yet pleased men, I should not be 
the servant of Christ." There was no shrink- 
ing from suffering. Nay, he tells us, ** I take 
pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in neces- 
sities, in persecutions, in distresses, for Christ's 
sake." 

There was no saving of himself; for he 
counted not his life dear unto himself, so that 
he might finish his course with joy, and the 
ministry which he had rec^ved of the Lord 
Jesus to testify the Grospel of the grace of 
Gt)d. 

It was thus that to him " to live was Christ," 
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and let me ask what was there in his case, — 
what motive secretly constraining him thus to 
live^ — that does not exist in our own case^ and 
in the case of every Christian ? 

Brethren 1 let us aim as St. Paul did to live 
to Christ. How bright the halo which sur- 
rounds the memory of those who have done so ! 
Trace them in thought throughout past ages. 
The early Christians amidst constant persecu- 
tions from Jew and Gentile, — the saints of 
the middle ages, those lights shining in dark- 
ness of whom the world was not worthy, — the 
great reformers who were not afraid to lift up 
their testimony against prevailing errors and 
corruptions, and boldly to come forth from the 
great apostasy, — the Christian philanthropists 
of later times, men whose love to Christ has 
constrained them to devote themselves to His 
service in various ways — who have been the 
means of reviving the work of true religion at 
home, or who have gone forth to proclaim the 
gospel abroad, or have broken the fetters of the 
slave, or sought to undo the heavy burdens 

1 
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which still existed in lands enjoying Christian 
light and liberty. How dear to us is the 
memory of men like these ! How sacred are 
their names ! How bright the ^cample whi(di 
they have left ns ! And why ? They lived to 
Christy — they loved and honoured and served 
Him, and counted all things but loss for the 
excellency of the knowledge of His name. 

Let us do as they did, take up our cross, 
obey the heavenly calling, and foUow them, 
even as they followed Christ. 

Life thus spent is indeed worth possessing. 
The world may despise it, but angels look with 
admiration upon such a life. Above all, Grod 
is glorified in it, and it forms the first develop- 
ment of that incorruptible principle of life 
which is bestowed on aU true believers now, 
and shall be fully revealed in them in the day 
of the manifestation of the sons of God. 

II. The Apostle here eocpr esses his estimate 
of death. 

He says, " To die is gain." He felt it to be 
80. He had already had glimpses of the world 
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above, and knew something of what awaits the 
happy spirit when the earthly house of this 
tabernacle is dissolved. Nor was there any- 
thing special in his case. To all who love 
their Grod and Saviour, and who devote their 
lives to His service, death is gain. 

It is so even in a negative sense. To them 
death is rest from labour, and how sweet is 
this to the weary and heavy-laden, to those 
to whom the world has been from the cradle 
to the grave a scene of care and toil I 

It is freedom from suffering and sorrow; 
how welcome to the children of adversity, — 
to those who have found this present life a vale 
of tears! It is deliverance from sin; how 
blessed to those who have groaned under a 
deep and humiliating sense of its guilt and 
power! What gain! what blessedness! — to 
have finished the work given us to do, to bid 
feuewell to all suffering and sorrow, and to be 
for ever free from the tempter's power ! 

But St. Paul meant more than this. The 
gain of which he speaks is more than negative. 
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He knew that death would usher him into the 
presence of his Lord, and henoe, weighing well 
the importance of his present labours and tiie 
happiness which awaited him hereafter, he sajSy 
*^ I am in a strait betwixt two, having a desire 
to depart and to be with Christ idiich is far 
bettor.'' 

In his Second Epistle to the Corinthians he 
expresses the same thing. He says, ^^ Whilst 
we are at home in the body we are absent from 
the Lord," and he adds, " We are confident, I 
say, and willing rather to be absent from the 
body and to be present with the Lord.'' 

What mispeakable gain is this! — to be for 
ever present with the Lord ! We cannot won- 
der that St. Paul should pronounce it to be £Eur 
better than anything that can be enjoyed in the 
body. He knew that death would translate 
him from the Church on earth to the Church 
in heaven, — from communion with frail and 
fallible men to the general assembly and Church 
of the first-bom whose names are written in 
beaveUy and to t\ie spirits of just men made 
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perfect, — from the care of all the churches to a 
Church which shall know no care for ever, but 
of which we read that, "The Lamb which is 
in the midst of the throne shall feed them, and 
shall lead them unto living fountains of waters, 
and God shall wipe away all tears from their 
eyes." 

This gain is the portion of all true Christians. 
It awaits them when they die, and, although 
there is often suffering and humiliation con- 
nected with the dissolution of this earthy taber- 
nacle, it is the introduction to a higher and 
holier state of being. Of all His faithful people 
our Lord has said, " Father, I will that they 
also whom Thou hast given me be with me 
where I am ; that they may behold my glory 
which Thou hast given me ; for Thou lovedst 
me before the foundation of the world." 

It is to be regretted that some good men 
cannot realize this. They regard death as a 
tranquil sleep, to be calmly but unconsciously 
enjoyed imtil the second advent of our Lord. 
We think this a great mistake; and it must 
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rob those who entertain it of much of the 
happiness which they might feel in anticipating 
the joy and felicity of departed saints. 

We fully admit that the grand object of 
our hope and expectation is the second coming 
of our Lord. Then indeed will be the con- 
summation of our bliss, both in body and in 
soul, when this corruptible shall put on in- 
corruption, and this mortal shall put on im- 
mortality ; but we think it clearly revealed that 
the intermediate state shall be one of activity, 
happiness, and enjoyment. 

This was evidently the view entertained by 
St. Paul. He was not a man of morbid feel- 
ings, but was happy in the service of his God 
and Saviour, Can we imagine, then, that he 
would have described a state of unconscious 
repose to be "far better" than that active 
service in which he was engaged, and which 
was so highly conducive to the glory of God ? 
No, brethren ; he knew that in the disembodied 
state he would be present with his Lord, joining 
in the worship of the heavenly sanctuary, and 
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rendering a more perfect service than he could 
do in this body of sin and death. 

The vision of the heavenly state contained 
in the fourth and fifth chapters of the Apo- 
calypse was evidently designed to instruct our 
faith on this important subject. There, St. 
John tells us, when the door was opened in 
heaven, he saw the throne of the Eternal, and 
round about the throne were fpur-and-twenty 
elders, clothed with white raiment, and having 
on their heads crowns of gold. And in the 
midst of the throne, and round about the 
throne, were four glorious living creatures, full 
of eyes before and behind. 

We think it manifest that these wonderful 
symbols were intended to represent the spirits 
of departed saints (perhaps the four-and-twenty 
elders the Old Testament Church, and the four 
living creatures the Church of the New Testa- 
ment), for they are described as singing a new 
song, saying, " Thou wast slain, and hast re- 
deemed us to God by Thy blood, out of every 
kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation. 
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and hast made us unto our God, ^^^^9 a^d 
priests ; and we shall reign on the earth." 

If this view be correct, the state of departed 
saints must be one of active service and enjoy- 
ment. So far &om being sunk in unconscious 
repose, ^* They rest not day and night, saying. 
Holy, holy, holy. Lord God Almighty, which 
was, and is, and is to come," whilst in their 
new and glorious song they describe themselves 
as already a royal priesthood, and anticipate 
the time when they shall reign with their 
Lord and Saviour over the earth. 

To join that glorious assembly, and to take 
part in worship so pure and exalted, must in- 
deed be great gain ; and such it has been felt 
to be by multitudes of the people of God in all 
ages. 

The weary and heavy-laden have done so, 
and have longed for the happy time when, 
delivered from the burden of the flesh, they 
should be in joy and felicity. 

The active and useful have done so, for Ihe 
love of Christ, which. laa.a constrained them to 
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serve Him so devotedly, has also led them to 
desire rather to be absent from the body that 
they might be present with their Lord. 

The aged have done so, and have exclaimed, 
" Why tarry the wheels of His chariot ? how 
long, Lord, how long?" 

The yoimg, the happy, and the beloved have 
done so, for, taught by the Holy Spirit to set 
their affection on things above, they have 
desired to depart and to be with Christ, which 
is far better. 

That it should be so need not occasion us 
surprise. My text contains the true solution 
of the difl&culty, if difl&culty there be. They 
who can say as the Apostle did, ^^To me to 
live is Christ," will be able to add with him, 
"to die is gain." 

Alas, how few, comparatively speaking, can 
say so, and how painful is it to observe the 
firm hold which present things have upon the 
mind ! 

Some are engrossed with the cares and busi- 
ness of this life. They go one to his farm. 
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another to his merchandise, bat the world to 
come and the hope of eternal life have no 
practical influence upon thenu Others are 
lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God. 
The harp and the viol, the tabr^ and pipe, and 
wine, are in their feasts, but thej r^ard not 
the works of the Lord, neither consider the 
operations of His hand. 

Thus men are completely occupied in some 
form or other with the life that now is, — the 
life that is so fleeting and uncertain, which 
appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth 
away. Is this right? Is it rational? Is it 
worthy of those who have an everlasting state 
of being before them ? We cannot consider it 
to be so. 

" He lives who lives to God alone, 
All else are dead beside." 

On the other hand, to what nobler end can 
we consecrate life than to the service and glory 
of Him who gave it ? Brethren, seek to live 
to Christ; your happiness, your usefulness, 
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your safety, depends upon it. No man ever 
regretted that he had lived to Christ. No 
death-bed ever was disturbed by the reflection 
that too much of life had been devoted to His 
service ; but thousands of redeemed and glori- 
fied saints will, through all eternity, render 
thanks to Almighty God that He gave them 
grace to believe in Christ, to take up their 
cross and follow Him, and to consecrate them- 
selves a living sacrifice to His praise. And if 
we are thus living to Christ, seeking through 
divine grace to consecrate our lives to His 
service, how important is it that we should 
also realize the fact that death is gain. 

It is to be feared that there are still to be 
found some good and pious men who, through 
fear of death, are all their lifetime subject 
to bondage. It ought not so to be, for Jesus 
Christ hath abolished death, and brought life 
and immortality to light by the Gospel. 

If the Psalmist who but saw our day afar 
ofiF was able to say, " Though I walk through 
the valley of the shadow of death I will fear 
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no evil,'' much more should we be able to 
say so. " Live to Christ, live to Christ," was 
the saying of the great Scottish Reformer, 
** and the flesh need not fear death." 

It will, moreover, tend greatly to help our 
infirmity if we permit the mind to realize 
much the feet that death is gain, — to dwell 
in thought on those things which are above, 
where Christ sitteth on the right hand of 
God, — on the happy beings who stand on the 
sea of glass which is before the throne, — on 
the new song which they sing, — on the glory 
which they enjoy. 

If we through grace are now living to Christ, 
we are members of that family and heirs of 
that inheritance. 

Think of this, dear brethren, — think of it 
amidst your cares and sorrows, your infirmities 
and shortcomings, and you cannot fail to feel 
the gain that death would be to you, and, in 
humble submission to the will of Grod, to 
desire to depart and to be with Christ, which 
is far better. 
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SEEMON XV. 

THE PROMISE OF HIS COMING. 

Rev. XX. 20. ** He which testifieth these things saith, 
Surely I come quickly; Amen, Even so come Lord 
Jesus." 

This sacred book, with which the canon of 
Scripture closes, is described as **the Eeve- 
lation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto 
Him, to show unto His servants things which 
must shortly come to pass;" and its object 
appears to have been to prepare the Church 
for the lengthened period which would elapse 
before her Lord's return, and to make known 
to her the nature of those events which were 
to intervene. 

Having described the circumstances under 
which this communication was received, and the 
glorious manifestation of the Lord Jesus which 
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had been granted to him, St. John records a 
message which he was specially commanded to 
send to the Seven Churches in Asia, — a message 
commending their faith and patience, reprov- 
ing their sins and shortcomings, and setting 
before them great and precious promises. 

He next informs us that a door was opened 
in heaven, and that a voice addressed him, 
saying, " Come up hither, and I will show 
thee things which shall be hereafter." 

Amidst the glories which were now pre- 
sented to his view, he tells us that a throne 
was set in heaven, and that one sat upon the 
throne, who was to look upon like a jasper and 
a sardine stone, and a rainbow was round about 
the throne like unto an emerald. 

He saw, moreover, in the right hand of 
Him that sat on the throne a book, written 
within and on the backside, and sealed with 
seven seals. 

This mysterious volume, which contained 
the grand outline of future events, could only 
be opened by the Lamb that was slain. By 
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Him the seven seals were opened ; these were 
succeeded by seven trumpets, which were heard 
to sound, and by seven vials of divine wrath, 
which were poured out on the earth. 

During the eventful scenes which were thus 
described, a great conflict is maintained be- 
tween the kingdom of God and the kingdom 
of darkness. Throughout the greater portion 
of the vision, the true people of God are repre- 
sented as a little flock, — a despised and per- 
secuted remnant; whilst their adversaries are 
in great power, possessing the thrones and 
sceptres, the kingdoms and dominion, of this 
present world. 

At the close of the vision all is changed. 
The enemies of Christ are completely over- 
thrown, and all opposition to His righteous 
government is put down. The Lord Jesus 
appears in His glory, having His head adorned 
with many crowns ; His saints possess the 
kingdom ; and finally St. John is permitted 
to look beyond the millennial glory to the 
everlasting state, and to see the grand con- 
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ftumnatian of Messiah's work in the new he»- 
vens and new earthy wherein dwdleth right- 
eonsnew. 

Having thns prepared His people to expect 
a long delay, and haring made known to than 
the nature of the interrening erents, our Lord 
closes this wonderfol eonmmnication with the 
assurance that all shall he accomplished in 
doe time. ^ He which testifieth these things 
saith. Sorely I come quickly." To which St. 
John, impersonating the waiting Church, re- 
sponds, ^ Amen. lEvesi so, come. Lord Jesus.'' 

In addressing you from these words, I pur- 
pose to consider, first, the announcemoit of 
the Lord Jesus; and secondly, the response 
of His &ithfnl people. 

I. The announcement of the Lord Jesus. 

^^ He which testifieth these things saith, 
Surdy I come quicJdyJ" There is no pos- 
sibility of misunderstanding this. It comes 
from Him who had already Altered into His 
gloij^ and who was seated at the right hand 
•angels, and principalities, and powers 
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being made subject unto Him. It can only, 
then, intimate one thing, — His return to this 
earth, which He has visited once in great 
humility, and which He will visit again in 
power and great glory. 

He often spake of this while He dwelt 
among men. He referred to it in His dis- 
courses and parables, made it the subject of 
great and precious promises, and exhorted His 
people to have their loins girt and their lamps 
burning, and to be always like men who wait 
for their Lord. At His ascension^ the angels 
who were present comforted His disciples by 
directing their faith and hope to the same 
great event, saying unto them, "Ye men of 
Galilee, why stand ye here gazing up into 
heaven? This same Jesus, which is taken 
up from you into heaven, shall so come in 
like manner as ye have seen him go into 
heaven." 

And now,, after many years had intervened, 
the Lord Jesus Himself renews the promise, 
and in the last words that He ever addressed 
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to the Church on earth he says, ** Surely I 
come quickly/' 

But eighteen hundred years have passed, 
and He has not come. In what sense, then, 
are we to imderstand these words, ** Surely 
I come quickly?" He guides us to the sense 
in which this promise is to be imderstood 
when He says, ^ He which testifieth these 
things saith. Surely I come quickly." He 
which testifieth these things. What things? 
The things which are written in this book. 
And what are these ? The great events which 
were to intervene. 

According to the views of the most learned 
expositors, we have here the decline and fell 
of the Roman Empire ; the rise of the Papacy, 
and its continuance during a period of 1260 
years ; the woes inflicted on apostatizing 
Christendom by the Saracens and Turks; the 
lengthened trials of God's faithful people, 
the Church in the wilderness ; the glorious 
Reformation ; the final proclamation of the 
Grospel, and the outpouring of the vials of 
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Divine wrath on the Papal and Mahommedan 
powers. 

It is evidently in reference to these things, 
— to the magnitude of the events themselves, 
and to the time necessary for their accom- 
plishment, that the Lord Jesus, with whom 
one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand 
years as one day, says to His waiting people, 
" Surely I come quickly."* 

* The view thus given is virtually the same as 
that expressed by Bishop Horsley in his sermon on 
James, v. 8, " The coming of the Lord draweth nigh." 
The Bishop says, — 

" If the events are few in proportion to the time, the 
succession must be slow, and the time may be called 
long. If they are many, the succession must be quick, 
and the time may be called short, in respect of the 
number of the events, whatever be the absolute extent 
of it. 

'^It seems to be in this sense that expressions de- 
noting speediness of event are applied by the sacred 
writer to our Lord's coming. In the day of Messiah, 
the Prince, in the interval between our Lord's ascension 
and His coming again to judgment, the world was to 
be gradually prepared and ripened for its end; the 
apostles were to carry the tidings of salvation to the 
extremities of the earth; they were to be brought 
before kings and rulers, and to water the new-planted 



292 Plain Sermons for Perilous Times. 

Now it cannot be denied that by far the 
greater number of these events have already 
come to pass, which makes the announcement 
very important to us. We may truly say that 
" the night is far spent, and the day is at 
hand;" and that **yet a little while and He 
that shall come will come, and will not tarry." 

The world, indeed, does not expect Him. 
The scoffers of the last days will say, '* Where 
is the promise of His coming ? For since the 
fiathers fell asleep all things continue as they 
were from the beginning of the creation." 
The Papacy with the kings of the earth will 

churcbes with their blood. Yengeanoe was to be 
executed upon the unbelieviDg Jews by the destruction 
of their city, and the dispersion of their nation. The 
Pagan idolatry was to be extirpated ; the man of sin 
was to be revealed. Jerusalem was to be trodden 
down ; the remnant of Israel was to be brought back ; 
the elect of Qod were to be gathered from the four 
winds of hf aven. And when the apostles speak of that 
event as at hand, which is to close this scheme of pro- 
vidence—a scheme in its parts so extensive and so 
various— they mean to intimate how busily the great 
work is going on, and with what confidence the pro- 
miaed consummation might be expected in due time." 
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be openly combined against Him ; for at the 
very close of this dispensation, the beast and 
the kings of the earth with their armies are 
represented as gathered together to make war 
against Him that sat on the horse, and against 
His army.* 

But He that sitteth in the heavens shall 
laugh. The Lord shall have them in derision. 
His word is for ever settled in heaven, and His 
promise standeth sure. At the moment when 
He is least expected, when the men of this 
world are eating and drinking, marrying and 
giving in marriage, saying in the pride of their 
hearts. To-morrow shall be as this day and much 
more abundant, — then the Lord Himself shall 
descend from heaven with a shout, with the 
voice of the archangel and the trump of God, 
Then the kingdoms of this world shall become 
the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ, 
and He shall reign for ever and ever. 

^^ Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be 
glad ; let the sea roar, and the fulness thereof. 

* See Rev. xix. 19-21 
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"Let the field be joyfiil, and all that is 
therein : then shall all the trees of the wood 
rejoice, 

" Before the Lord : for He cometh, for He 
cometh to judge the earth : He shall judge 
(govern) the world with righteousness and the 
people with His truth." Ps, xcvL 11—13, 

We proceed to consider, — 

II. The response of Christ's faithful people. 

'* Amen ; even so, come Lord Jesus," 

So said St. John, the disciple whom Jesus 
loved. Many years had elapsed since he had 
enjoyed the personal friendship of his Lord, 
and had leant upon His breast at supper. 
Meanwhile, he had passed through great tribu- 
lation, and was now in his old age, a prisoner 
for the word of God and for the testimony of 
Jesus Christ. How welcome then to his ear 
must have been the announcement of his risen 
and exalted Lord, *^ Surely, I come quickly," 
and how truly did he express the faith and 
hope of Christ's suffering saints when he said, 
^^Amen, even so, come Lord Jesus !" 
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Come, Lord Jesus, was the prayer of the 
primitive Christians, those faithful servants who 
had to encounter the rage and malice of both 
Jews and Gentiles. We trace their history 
through successive persecutions, and we marvel 
at the fimmess of their feith, and the steadfiwt- 
ness of their endurance, but the secret of it 
was, that the Spirit of glory and of God rested 
upon them; and sustained and comforted by 
Him, they reckoned that "the sufferings of 
this present time are not worthy to be compared 
with the glory which shall be revealed in us." 

Thus, they confessed themselves strangers 
and pilgrims on the earth, and they lived and 
died like men waiting for their Lord. 

Come, Lord Jesus, sweetly expresses the 
hope of God's faithful people in the middle 
ages, — those despised but holy men who were 
faithful to their Lord and Saviour amidst 
general apostasy, when the Church of professing 
Christendom could no longer be identified 
with the chaste bride of Christ, but exhibited 
the well-defined marks of her who was to be 
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arrayed in purple and scarlet colour, and 
decked with gold and precious stones and 
pearls, — the woman drunken with the blood of 
the saints, and of the martyrs of Jesus Christ. 

How small was this faithful remnant ! how 
terrible their sufferings, but how noble their 
testimony; and how exceeding great will be 
their reward I 

They boldly confessed Christ's name before 
men, and they shall themselves be confessed 
before the Father and before His angels. 

Come^ Lord Jesus, may well be our prayer 
on whom the ends of the world are come. We 
live in perilous times, and have a marvellous 
combination of political, social, and religious 
evils to contend against. In the political 
horizon there seems to be no medium between 
the threatening storms of despotism and law- 
lessness, and we know not what evils may 
burst upon us from one or both of these sources. 
In a religious point of view there is much to 
create anxiety. There is everywhere a strange 
unsettling of men* a imnAa otl religious subjects, 



The Promise of His Coming. 297 

whilst it is evident that for some hidden pur- 
pose the evil spirits of Popery and Infidelity 
are permitted to go abroad amongst us, and 
many, alas, are falling before them. 

These things must needs come to pass. They 
are clearly and distinctly foretold, but the 
comfort is that the time is short, and that in 
due season He, who came to His disciples in 
the fourth watch of the night walking upon the 
sea and saying unto them, **Be of good cheer, 
it is I, be not afraid," — He will come again to 
the joy and happiness of His waiting people, 
and to the everlasting salvation of all who have 
ever trusted in Him. 

Brethren, how unspeakably great and won- 
derful is the event for which we wait ! Even 
the glorious appearing of the great Grod and 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. The event which at 
the opening of this Book is thus described, 
*^ Behold He cometh with clouds, and every 
eye shall see Him, and they also which pierced 
Him, and all kindreds of the earth shall wail 
because of Him. Even so. Amen." 
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That event must be comparatively near, and 
whether it shall be accomplished in our time or 
not, let us remember that the day of the Lord 
will so come as a thief in the night. It will 
not come calmly and gently to a converted 
world, a world rejoicing in the will of God and 
in the hope of His Kingdom, but it will burst 
unexpectedly on a world lying in wickedness, 
determined to set aside Grod's ordinance and 'to 
trample imder foot His holy and perfect laws. 

What a day for the unprepared ! For all 
who have misspent their day of grace, lived in 
carelessness and sin, nay perhaps even lifted up 
their puny arm in rebellion against the Lord 
and against His anointed. To such He comes 
in righteous judgment, but who may abide 
the day of His coming or who may stand when 
He appeareth ? 

Loud indeed will be the wail heard from the 
ungodly in that day! And why? Because 
they shall see One coming in the clouds of 
heaven in power and great glory whose grace 
they have rejected, v?\iose Gospel they have 
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despised, and whose Kingdom they have op- 
'posed. This will be the chief ground of con- 
demnation in that day, that light had come 
into the world, and that men loved darkness 
rather than light because their deeds were 
evil. 

What a day for the righteous I For all who 
have loved and served their Lord, kept them- 
selves unspotted from the world, and lived 
under the sanctifying influence of the Spirit. 
The consummation of their happiness is said to 
be the very object- of His coming, the first 
great transaction of the day of the Lord, — for 
we read that He copaes to be ^^ glorified in His 
saints and admired in all them that believe." 

Then the dead shall be raised incorruptible, 
and the living shall be changed, and that 
Church of Eesurrection-saints shall be caught 
up together in the clouds to meet the Lord in 
the air, and so shall they ever be with the 
Lord. 

Seek to realize this, beloved brethren ; realize 
the glory and blessedness which await you at 
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your Lord's appearing, — the re-union with those 
dear friends in Christ whose loss you have 
mourned and whose memories you so fondly 
cherish, — and the glorious victory over sin and 
death which will then be yours. Above all, 
think of His approving smile who will then 
receive you to Himself and say, **Come ye 
blessed of my Father inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world." Think on these things, and with the 
beloved disciple you will not fail to say, *^ Amen ; 
Even so, come Lord Jesus." 
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